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maintaining a safe and secure environment.
Today, KFOR deters renewed hostilities in co-
operation with local authorities, bilateral part-
ners, and international institutions. The princi-
pal military tasks of KFOR forces are to help
maintain a safe and secure environment and to
ensure freedom of movement throughout
Kosovo.

Currently, 23 NATO Allies contribute to
KFOR. Seven non-NATO countries also par-
ticipate. The United States contribution to
KFOR is approximately 750 U.S. military per-
sonnel out of the total strength of approximate-
ly 5,165 personnel.

REGIONAL SECURITY OPERATIONS

As detailed in my report of December 14,
2012, the security forces that deployed to Lib-
ya on September 12, 2012, and the security
forces deployed to Yemen on September 13,
2012, to support the security of U.S. personnel
remain in place and will remain until the secu-
rity situation no longer requires them. On May
17, 2013, approximately 30 additional U.S.
forces deployed to Libya to further support the
security of U.S. personnel in Libya.

As detailed in my report of December 29,
2012, due to the deteriorating security situa-
tion in the Central African Republic and the
potential threat to U.S. citizens, U.S. embassy
personnel and several private U.S. citizens
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Hi, everybody. This Sunday is Father’s Day,
and so I wanted to take a moment to talk about
the most important job many of us will ever
have, and that’s being a dad.

Today, we're blessed to live in a world
where technology allows us to connect instant-
ly with just about anyone on the planet. But no
matter how advanced we get, there will never
be a substitute for the love and support and,
most importantly, the presence of a parent in a
child’s life. And in many ways, that’s uniquely
true for fathers.
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were evacuated on December 27, 2012, from
Bangui, Central African Republic. On Decem-
ber 27, 2012, a standby response and evacua-
tion force of approximately 50 U.S. military
personnel from U.S. Africa Command de-
ployed to Chad to support the evacuation of
U.S. embassy personnel and U.S. citizens from
the Central African Republic. The last of those
forces departed Chad on December 29, 2012.

Additional information about regional secu-
rity operations is provided in the classified an-
nex.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief (including the authori-
ty to carry out Public Law 107-40 and other
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well as my
constitutional and statutory authority to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

I never really knew my own father. I was
raised by a single mom and two wonderful
grandparents who made incredible sacrifices
for me. And there are single parents, like my
mom, all across the country, who do a heroic
job raising terrific kids. But I still wish I had a
dad who was not only around, but involved; an-
other role model to teach me what my mom
did her best to instill—values like hard work
and integrity, responsibility, delayed gratifica-
tion—all of the things that give a child the
foundation to envision a brighter future for
themselves.



That’s why I try, every day, to be for Mi-
chelle and my girls what my father was not for
my mother and me. And I've met plenty of oth-
er people—dads and uncles and men without a
family connection—who are trying to break
the cycle and give more of our young people a
strong male role model.

Being a good parent—whether you're gay or
straight, a foster parent or a grandparent—isn’t
easy. It demands your constant attention, fre-
quent sacrifice, and of course, a healthy dose of
patience. And nobody’s perfect. To this day,
I'm still trying to figure out how to be a better
husband to my wife and a better father to my
kids.

And I want to do what I can as President, to
encourage strong marriage and strong families.
We should reform our child support laws to get
more men working and engaged with their
children. And my administration will continue
to work with the faith and other community or-
ganizations, as well as businesses, on a cam-
paign to encourage strong parenting and fa-
therhood.

Because if there’s one thing I've learned
along the way, it’s that all our personal success-
es shine a little less brightly if we fail at family.
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That’s what matters most. When I look back on
my life, I won’t be thinking about any particu-
lar legislation I passed or policy I promoted. I'll
be thinking about Michelle and the journey
we’ve been on together. T'll be thinking about
Sasha’s dance recitals and Malia’s tennis
matches, about the conversations we’ve had
and the quiet moments we've shared. I'll be
thinking about whether I did right by them and
whether they knew, every day, just how much
they were loved.

That’s what I think about when I think about
fatherhood. And if we can do our best to be a
source of comfort and encouragement to our
kids, if we can show them unconditional love
and help them grow into the people they were
meant to be, then we will have succeeded.

So happy Father’s Day to all the dads out
there, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:50 p.m. on June 14 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 15. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 14,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
June 15.

Remarks at a Youth Town Hall Meeting in Belfast, Northern Ireland
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President Obama. Thank you. Please be
seated. Please.

Well, hello, Belfast! Hello, Northern Ire-
land! You now know why it’s so difficult to
speak after Michelle; she’s better than me.
[Laughter] But on behalf of both of us, thank
you so much for this extraordinarily warm wel-
come.

And I want to thank Hannah for introducing
my wife. We had a chance to speak with Han-
nah backstage, and she’s an extraordinary
young woman, who I know is going to do even
greater things in years to come.

I want to thank two men, who I've hosted at
the White House on many a St. Patrick’s Day,
for their warm welcome: First Minister Peter
Robinson and Deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinness. I spend the whole year trying to

unite Washington around things, and they
come to visit on St. Patrick’s Day, and they do
it in a single afternoon. [Laughter]

I want to thank the Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland, Theresa Villiers. To all the
Ministers in the audience; to Lord Mayor
Maiirtin O Muilleoir. And I want to thank all
the citizens of Belfast and Northern Ireland for
your hospitality.

As our daughters pointed out as we were
driving in, I cause a big fuss wherever I go.
[Laughter] So traffic and barricades and police
officers, and it’s all a big production, a lot of
people are involved, and I'm very, very grateful
for accommodating us.

The first time Michelle and I visited this is-
land was about 2 years ago. We were honored
to join tens of thousands on College Green in
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