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ed us to win the conference. And certainly no
one, none of the reporters—you know all those
people—(laughter]—none of them picked us
to win and certainly not to upset the defending
WNBA championship. So not only are they
great players, great people, but they are tre-
mendous role models. You're proud to meet a
great group here. So I just want you to know
how special they are.

And, Mr. President, the last thing I want to
say is, I want to thank you personally, you and
the First Lady, for all you do to empower
women. You have no idea. Every day, every
day, you both send a strong message that little
girls can do anything they want to do and they
can be anything they want to be.

The President. That’s the truth.

Coach Dunn. And so we thank you.

The President. 1 appreciate that. Thank you.

Coach Dunn. We've got some gifts for you.
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The President. Thank you. Got my ball, got
my hat, got my jersey. I'm set. And I just want
to say that I might try to recruit Coach Dunn
to run for something. [Laughter]

All right, let’s strike the podium, and let’s
get a good picture.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Herbert Simon, owner,
chairman, and chief executive officer, Pacers
Sports & Entertainment; and Katie Douglas,
guard/forward, Erin Phillips, guard, and Tami-
ka Catchings, forward, Indiana Fever. Coach
Dunn referred to W.F. “Rick” Fuson, chief op-
erating officer, and Jim Morris, president, Pac-
ers Sports & Entertainment; and Kelly Kraus-
kopf, president and general manager, Fever
Basketball Corp.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployment of United States

Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
June 14, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am providing this supplemental consolidat-
ed report, prepared by my Administration and
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
(Public Law 93-148), as part of my efforts to
keep the Congress informed about deploy-
ments of U.S. Armed Forces equipped for
combat.

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF
U.S. COUNTERTERRORISM OBJECTIVES

In furtherance of U.S. counterterrorism ef-
forts, the United States continues to work with
partners around the globe, with a particular fo-
cus on the U.S. Central Command’s and U.S.
Africa Command’s areas of responsibility. In
this context, the United States has deployed
U.S. combat-equipped forces to enhance the
counterterrorism capabilities and support the
counterterrorism operations of our friends and
allies, including special operations and other
forces for sensitive operations in various loca-

tions around the world. Specific information
about counterterrorism deployments to select
countries is provided below, and a classified
annex to this report provides further informa-
tion.

Military Operations Against al-Qa’ida, the Tal-
iban, and Associated Forces and in Support of
Related U.S. Counterterrorism Objectives

Since October 7, 2001, the United States
has conducted combat operations in Afghani-
stan against al-Qa’ida, the Taliban, and associ-
ated forces. In support of these and other over-
seas operations, the United States has de-
ployed combat-equipped forces to a number of
locations in the U.S. Central, Pacific, Europe-
an, Southern, and Africa Command areas of
operation. Previously, such operations and de-
ployments have been reported, consistent with
Public Law 107—40 and the War Powers Reso-
lution, and operations and deployments remain
ongoing. These operations, which the United
States has carried out with the assistance of
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numerous international partners, have been
successful in seriously degrading al-Qa’ida’s ca-
pabilities and brought an end to the Taliban’s
leadership of Afghanistan. The United States is
committed to thwarting the efforts of al-
Qua’ida, the Taliban, and associated forces to
carry out future acts of international terrorism,
and we have continued to work with our coun-
terterrorism partners to disrupt and degrade
the capabilities of al-Qa’ida, the Taliban, and
associated forces. As necessary, in response to
this terrorist threat, I will direct additional
measures to protect U.S. citizens and interests.
It is not possible to know at this time the pre-
cise scope or the duration of the deployments
of U.S. Armed Forces necessary to counter this
terrorist threat to the United States.
Afghanistan. United States Armed Forces
continue to pursue and engage remaining al-
Qa’ida and Taliban fighters in Afghanistan
while transitioning to an Afghan security lead.
The Afghanistan Force Management Level is
approximately 62,000 U.S. forces. Approxi-
mately 49,000 of these forces are assigned to
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)-led International Security Assistance
Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. Further Presi-
dentially directed force reductions will contin-
ue to the 34,000 level by February 12, 2014.
The U.N. Security Council most recently re-
affirmed its authorization of ISAF for a 12-
month period until October 13, 2013, in U.N.
Security Council Resolution 2069 (October 9,
2012). The mission of ISAF, under NATO
command and in partnership with the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, is
to prevent Afghanistan from once again be-
coming a safe haven for international terrorists.
Fifty nations, including the United States and
all 28 NATO members, contribute forces to
ISAF. These forces broke Taliban momentum
and trained additional Afghan National Securi-
ty Forces (ANSF). The ANSF are now increas-
ingly assuming responsibility for security on
the timeline committed to at the 2010 NATO
Summit in Lisbon, and renewed at the Summit
in Chicago, by the United States, our NATO
allies, ISAF partners, and the Government of
Afghanistan. The nations contributing to ISAF
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will continue to support Afghanistan on its
path towards self-reliance in security, im-
proved governance, and economic and social
development. This path will prevent Afghani-
stan from again becoming a safe haven for ter-
rorists that threaten Afghanistan, the region,
and the world.

On March 25, 2013, the United States
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the Afghan government under
which the United States transferred all Afghan
nationals detained by U.S. forces in Afghani-
stan to the custody and control of the Afghan
government. Pursuant to the MOU, any new
Afghan detainees are to be transferred to Af-
ghan custody and control within 96 hours after
capture. United States forces in Afghanistan
continue to detain approximately 66 third-
country nationals under the 2001 Authoriza-
tion for the Use of Military Force (Public Law
107-40), as informed by the law of war.

Somalia. In Somalia, the U.S. military has
worked to counter the terrorist threat posed by
al-Qa’ida and associated elements of al-
Shabaab. As detailed in my report of January
13, 2013, and at my direction, on January 11,
2013, U.S. combat aircraft briefly entered So-
mali airspace and U.S. forces provided limited
technical support to French forces conducting
an operation in Somalia in which they attempt-
ed to rescue a French citizen being held hos-
tage by al-Shabaab.

Yemen. The U.S. military has also been
working closely with the Yemeni government
to dismantle operationally and ultimately elim-
inate the terrorist threat posed by al-Qa’ida in
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), the most active
and dangerous affiliate of al-Qa’ida today. Our
joint efforts have resulted in direct action
against a limited number of AQAP operatives
and senior leaders in Yemen who posed a ter-
rorist threat to the United States and our inter-
ests.

Cuba. Combat-equipped forces, deployed
since January 2002 to the Naval Base in Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, continue to conduct hu-
mane and secure detention operations for the
approximately 166 detainees at Guantanamo
Bay under the authority provided by the 2001



Authorization for the Use of Military Force
(Public Law 107-40) as informed by the law of
war.

Military Operations in Niger in Support of
U.S. Counterterrorism Objectives

As detailed in my report of February 22,
2013, and at my direction, on February 20,
2013, the last elements of a deployment of 40
additional U.S. military personnel entered Ni-
ger with the consent of the Government of Ni-
ger. This deployment provides support for in-
telligence collection and facilitates intelli-
gence sharing with French forces conducting
operations in Mali, and with other partners in
the region. The total number of U.S. military
personnel deployed to Niger is approximately
180.

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN CENTRAL AF-
RICA

In October and November 2011, U.S. mili-
tary personnel with appropriate combat equip-
ment deployed to Uganda to serve as advisors
to regional forces that are working to appre-
hend or remove Joseph Kony and other senior
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) leaders from
the battlefield, and to protect local popula-
tions. The total number of U.S. military per-
sonnel deployed for this mission, including
those providing logistical and support func-
tions, is approximately 100. United States forc-
es are working with select partner nation forces
to enhance cooperation, information-sharing
and synchronization, operational planning, and
overall effectiveness. Elements of these U.S.
forces have deployed to forward locations in
the LRA-affected areas of the Republic of
South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, and the Central African Republic to
enhance regional efforts against the LRA.
These forces will not engage LRA forces ex-
cept in self-defense. It is in the U.S. national
security interest to help our regional partners
in Africa to develop their capability to address
threats to regional peace and security, includ-
ing the threat posed by the LRA. The United
States is pursuing a comprehensive strategy to
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help the governments and people of this region
in their efforts to end the threat posed by the
LRA and to address the impact of the LRA’s
atrocities.

MARITIME INTERCEPTION OPERATIONS

As noted in previous reports, the United
States remains prepared to conduct maritime
interception operations on the high seas in the
areas of responsibility of each of the geograph-
ic combatant commands. These maritime op-
erations are aimed at stopping the movement,
arming, and financing of certain international
terrorist groups, and also include operations
aimed at stopping proliferation by sea of weap-
ons of mass destruction and related materials.
As detailed in my report of January 28, 2013,
and at my direction, on January 23, 2013, a
U.S. Navy warship with Yemeni Coast Guard
personnel aboard entered Yemeni territorial
waters, at the invitation of the Government of
Yemen, to assist the Government of Yemen in
intercepting and inspecting a vessel suspected
of smuggling contraband into Yemen. Upon
boarding and searching the vessel, a combined
U.S. and Yemeni team discovered various con-
ventional weapons and explosives, apparently
of Iranian origin, concealed within the vessel.
The vessel was escorted to Aden and turned
over to the Yemeni Coast Guard on January 30,
2013.

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN EGYPT

Approximately 690 military personnel are
assigned to the U.S. contingent of the Multina-
tional Force and Observers, which have been
present in Egypt since 1981.

U.S./NATO OPERATIONS IN KOSOVO

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to establish a NATO-led Koso-
vo Force (KFOR) in Resolution 1244 on June
10, 1999. The original mission of KFOR was to
monitor, verify, and, when necessary, enforce
compliance with the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the then-Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (now Serbia), while
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maintaining a safe and secure environment.
Today, KFOR deters renewed hostilities in co-
operation with local authorities, bilateral part-
ners, and international institutions. The princi-
pal military tasks of KFOR forces are to help
maintain a safe and secure environment and to
ensure freedom of movement throughout
Kosovo.

Currently, 23 NATO Allies contribute to
KFOR. Seven non-NATO countries also par-
ticipate. The United States contribution to
KFOR is approximately 750 U.S. military per-
sonnel out of the total strength of approximate-
ly 5,165 personnel.

REGIONAL SECURITY OPERATIONS

As detailed in my report of December 14,
2012, the security forces that deployed to Lib-
ya on September 12, 2012, and the security
forces deployed to Yemen on September 13,
2012, to support the security of U.S. personnel
remain in place and will remain until the secu-
rity situation no longer requires them. On May
17, 2013, approximately 30 additional U.S.
forces deployed to Libya to further support the
security of U.S. personnel in Libya.

As detailed in my report of December 29,
2012, due to the deteriorating security situa-
tion in the Central African Republic and the
potential threat to U.S. citizens, U.S. embassy
personnel and several private U.S. citizens

The President’s Weekly Address
June 15, 2013

Hi, everybody. This Sunday is Father’s Day,
and so I wanted to take a moment to talk about
the most important job many of us will ever
have, and that’s being a dad.

Today, we're blessed to live in a world
where technology allows us to connect instant-
ly with just about anyone on the planet. But no
matter how advanced we get, there will never
be a substitute for the love and support and,
most importantly, the presence of a parent in a
child’s life. And in many ways, that’s uniquely
true for fathers.
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were evacuated on December 27, 2012, from
Bangui, Central African Republic. On Decem-
ber 27, 2012, a standby response and evacua-
tion force of approximately 50 U.S. military
personnel from U.S. Africa Command de-
ployed to Chad to support the evacuation of
U.S. embassy personnel and U.S. citizens from
the Central African Republic. The last of those
forces departed Chad on December 29, 2012.

Additional information about regional secu-
rity operations is provided in the classified an-
nex.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief (including the authori-
ty to carry out Public Law 107-40 and other
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well as my
constitutional and statutory authority to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

I never really knew my own father. I was
raised by a single mom and two wonderful
grandparents who made incredible sacrifices
for me. And there are single parents, like my
mom, all across the country, who do a heroic
job raising terrific kids. But I still wish I had a
dad who was not only around, but involved; an-
other role model to teach me what my mom
did her best to instill—values like hard work
and integrity, responsibility, delayed gratifica-
tion—all of the things that give a child the
foundation to envision a brighter future for
themselves.
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