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You can’t beat daughters. I mean, sons are
okay, but—[applause].

We were able to restore growth to an econo-
my that was crashing: 39 consecutive months
of job growth, the stock market exceeding
where it was before the financial crisis. Hous-
ing beginning to bounce back. So we’ve made
progress. But what we also know is that we’ve
still got an awful lot of work to do. And the only
way we’re going to get that done is if I stay fo-
cused, as President, on those issues that got
people to send me to Washington: making sure
that we’re focused on bringing manufacturing
back, making sure that we’re focused on mak-
ing college more affordable, making sure that
we’re reforming our K–12 system so that our
kids get what they need, making sure that
we’re investing in clean energy, dealing with
climate change. But I can’t do it by myself. I’ve
got to have partners.

Now, in some cases, we’re seeing Republi-
cans willing to work with us and compromise.
I’m pleased to see that we got a good vote this
week so far on immigration. That immigration
bill is on the floor, and I think we have an enor-
mous opportunity to get a bipartisan immigra-
tion bill done. And that will be not just an
enormous political achievement, but an impor-
tant economic foundation for us to continue to
attract the best and the brightest from all
around the world.

But sadly, all too often, we’re not getting
much cooperation from the other side. They
seem more interested in winning the next elec-
tion than helping the next generation. And so I
will spend the next 3½ years doing everything I
can to work with anybody—Democrat, Repub-
lican, or Independent—to advance the cause

of middle class families and everybody who’s
willing to work hard to get into the middle
class. I will be doing that. But I tell you what: It
would be a lot easier if I had a Democratic
House and a Democratic Senate to do it.

So to all of you who have invested in me and
invested in our vision for the future, I want to
say thank you. But I also want to tell you that
we’ve got a lot more work to do and it’s going
to be absolutely critical that everybody here
feels the same urgency and intensity over the
next year and a half leading up to the midterm
elections as you did in 2008 and 2012.

If you do, then we can take back the House,
we can keep the Senate in Democratic hands.
That will allow me to appoint outstanding
judges to the Federal bench. That will allow us
to make sure that we are advancing issues like
climate change that are critically important for
the next generation. And it can be done, but it
can only be done with you.

And for all that you’ve done, but also for all
that you’re going to be doing, I want to just say
how much I appreciate it, and I’m looking for-
ward to us partnering together for several
more years so that we can get that whole agen-
da in place and make sure that Azza and all her
peers can look back and say, you know what,
our parents and our grandparents, they took
care of business.

So thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:08 p.m. at the
residence of Thomas D. Sullivan. In his re-
marks, he referred to Shasta Montes de Oca,
girlfriend, and Azza Sullivan, daughter, of Mr.
Sullivan. 

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Miami Beach,
Florida
June 12, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody!
Audience members. Hello!
The President. It is good to be back in Mi-

ami. Don’t worry, I still think it’s going to be a
seven-game series. I’m just saying. [Laughter]

I know everybody in Miami is feeling a little
stressed right now, but—[laughter]—you’ve
got two great teams playing.

I want to, first of all, just say thank you to
Joe for hosting us. Opening up your house is a
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big deal on any occasion. When you’ve got Se-
cret Service and everybody else running
around, moving furniture, potentially bumping
into that painting that’s probably worth a lot of
money—[laughter]—that makes you more
stressed. So can you all please move away from
the painting? [Laughter] Just wanted to make
that point. You’re welcome, Joe. All right.

A couple of other people that I want to men-
tion. We’ve got Debbie Wasserman Schultz
here, the great Congresswoman and head of
our DNC. We’ve got our DNC finance chair,
Henry Muñoz, who’s here. And we have the
Florida Democratic Party chair, Allison Tant is
here. And I am here. And you are here. So
we’ve got a good party going on here tonight.

Audience member. Yes, we do!
The President. [Laughter] Happy birthday.

[Laughter]
It’s wonderful to be out of Washington and

have a chance to see folks who are doing all
kinds of great work in their communities. As I
was taking pictures with some people, I talked
to doctors, I talked to folks who are active in
the community, people who are working on
behalf of immigration reform, people who are
working on behalf of low-income families,
teachers. And so we’ve got a pretty good group
here of folks who, aside from politics, are mak-
ing a difference every single day. And that’s
what America is about, is neighbors helping
neighbors, friends helping friends, communi-
ties figuring out how can we continually make
ourselves a better place for our kids and for our
grandkids.

And after having gone through the worst re-
cession since the Great Depression, America,
all across the country in communities north,
south, east, and west are starting to slowly see
recovery. We’ve now created jobs for 39 con-
secutive months, close to 7 million jobs. We
have seen housing begin to come back. The
stock market has recovered. The economy is
growing. We’re producing more energy than
we have in years. We’re importing less than we
have in decades. We’ve doubled our produc-
tion of clean energy. We’ve doubled the fuel
efficiency standards on cars.

Across the board, people are feeling like, all
right, America is moving, and it’s moving in the
right direction. But what we also know——

Audience member. Good job, Mr. President.
Good job.

The President. What we also know is, is that
we’ve got a lot more work to do. Because all
across the country, we still have people who
are looking for work and can’t find it. We still
have young people in schools that aren’t learn-
ing what they need to compete in the 21st cen-
tury. We still have young people who are bur-
dened by massive college costs. We still have
infrastructure that needs to be rebuilt. We’ve
got research projects that could help to revolu-
tionize our economy, but are not being ade-
quately funded. We have folks whose homes
are still underwater, and they’re still struggling.
And people are concerned about the possibili-
ties of retiring with dignity and respect.

So we’ve got a lot more work to do. And the
reason I’m here today is to ask for your help.
I’m very proud of the record that we’ve been
able to put together over the last 4½
making sure that every American in this coun-
try gets health care, and we are implementing
health care reform so that every single Ameri-
can is able to get health care and won’t go
bankrupt when they get sick.

We’re very proud of the work we’ve done on
financial reform, setting up, for example, a
consumer finance agency that for the first time
will be protecting consumers from unscrupu-
lous mortgage lenders or financial institutions.
I couldn’t be prouder of us repealing “don’t
ask, don’t tell” and being at the forefront of
making sure that in this country, it doesn’t mat-
ter who you love, it matters whether you want
to serve the country that you love.

We’re making progress on reforming educa-
tion. We’ve put billions of dollars that were
previously going to banks into helping young
people go to college. We’re making progress.
But with all the stuff that remains to be done, I
can’t do it by myself. Our system of govern-
ment was designed to separate powers, and so
you’ve got three coequal branches. And I can
propose a whole bunch of good stuff, things
that I know will make a difference in the lives

 years,
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of middle class families and everybody who’s
working to get into the middle class. But if I
don’t have the kind of cooperation from Con-
gress that I need, then all too often, those are
just plans on the shelf.

Now, I’ve run my last campaign, and Mi-
chelle is very happy about that. [Laughter] And
so what that means is, I think you can have
confidence that all I care about right now is
governing. All I care about right now is making
sure that the country is stronger, more pros-
perous 3 years from now, 4 years from now, 10
years from now, 20 years from now than it was
before I took office. And I will work with ev-
erybody who’s got that same attitude.

So the good news is, for example, right now
Congress is working on a serious effort to re-
form our broken immigration system. And I
actually am pretty confident that before the
summer is over, I can sign into law compre-
hensive immigration reform that will strength-
en our borders, fix our legal immigration sys-
tem, and make sure that those who are here
and are undocumented can earn their way—in
an arduous process, but earn their way—to be
full-fledged members of our country.

And that’s an example of what we can ac-
complish when we work on a bipartisan basis.
Unfortunately, all too often, Republicans ar-
en’t interested in the compromise that’s re-
quired to get things done. They’ve got a differ-
ent philosophical view on a whole lot of issues.
I don’t think the vision that they have is one
that would make the country stronger and
more prosperous, but I understand they’re en-
titled to their opinion.

And no party has a monopoly on wisdom,
but when you get to the point where the other
party will not compromise at all; when you get
to the point where you’ve got another party
that is more interested in trying to roll back
health care for 30 million Americans than pro-
vide health care for 30 million Americans;
when you have a party that is trying to roll back
Wall Street reform and trying to—instead of
trying to implement it so that we don’t have an-
other batch of Wall Street bailouts; when you
have a situation where folks are trying to make
sure that women don’t have the capacity to

choose health care for themselves and make
their own health care decisions and, in some
cases, are on the wrong side of the issue when
it comes to equality for the LGBT community;
when folks aren’t interested in compromising,
then I want to make sure that I’ve got people
there who are ready to do some work.

I want Members of Congress who are look-
ing out for you, not looking out for special in-
terests, not looking out for folks who frankly
are doing just fine. But I want to make sure
that we’ve got people who are looking out for
those who need help and those who are com-
mitted to growing this economy in a broad-
based way for everybody so that every child in
America—doesn’t matter what they look like,
where they come from, what their last name
is—that they can succeed. That’s our goal.
That’s the kind of Congress I want.

And in order for that to happen, I’m going to
need all of you to be just as engaged as you
were in 2012 and 2008. Sometimes, the Presi-
dential campaigns are the ones that get a lot of
notice and a lot of fanfare. And what happens,
particularly among Democrats, is when it’s not
a Presidential year, our turnout drops off.
That’s what happened in 2010. You had this
big gap between the number of people who
vote on a Presidential year and those who vote
on a non-Presidential year. We can’t think in
those terms. It’s like if—those of you who are
basketball fans, you can’t take off—[laugh-
ter]—you can’t just play in the fourth quarter,
you’ve got to play all the quarters. [Laughter]
You’ve got to play hard the whole time, not just
part of the time. Well, the same is true when it
comes to being engaged in the political pro-
cess.

And so I’m spending a lot of time traveling
around the country. I was over in North Caroli-
na looking at a school district that had trans-
formed itself: gotten rid of textbooks, bought
every child in the school district a laptop, and
are now performing higher than every school
district except one in North Carolina even
though they’re spending less money than al-
most every school district.

I was in Austin, Texas, and seeing an incuba-
tor where young entrepreneurs are inventing
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new products and new systems—in part be-
cause of the research dollars that are flowing
from the Federal Government—and are creat-
ing new businesses and jobs that will keep
America at the cutting edge.

I have the honor of serving as Commander
in Chief and meeting young men and women
all across the country and all around the world
who are putting their lives on the line every
single day to protect us.

And I meet young people everywhere who
are so inspiring because they have this innate
optimism about what’s possible in this country.
They’re not willing to settle for environmental
degradation. They’re not willing to settle for
inequality. They’re not willing to settle for peo-
ple being treated differently because—or be-
ing bullied because of their sexual orientation.

And these young people, when you talk to
them, it reminds you—just like it reminds you
when you talk to our men and women in uni-
form, just like it reminds you when you talk to
some of our small-business owners—America
has got all the cards we need to succeed as long
as everybody is involved. As long as everybody

is engaged. As long as the vision that has driven
this country all these years expresses itself not
only in our neighborhoods, not only in our
workplaces, not only in our churches or syna-
gogues or mosques, not only in our day-to-day
lives, but also expresses itself in Washington,
expresses itself in Congress. That’s what we’re
fighting for.

So I want to make sure everybody here un-
derstands our work is not done, and I’m not
going to be able to do it by myself. We’re going
to need great Members of Congress who are
passionate and motivated and thinking about
how we build a thriving, growing middle class
and providing ladders of opportunity for peo-
ple to get into the middle class. And in order
for me to have those Members of Congress,
I’m going to need all of you active. So let’s get
to work. I hope you’re still fired up.

I love you, Miami. Good luck in game four.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:26 p.m. at the
residence of Joseph W. Blount. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Pride Month
June 13, 2013

The President. All right, I will not beat that
act. [Laughter] We could not be prouder of
Zea and Luna for the introduction. And wel-
come, all of you, to the White House for Pride
Month.

Zea and Luna are here with their moms and
also, I think, with Grandma and Grandpa, cor-
rect? And so feel free to congratulate them af-
terwards for their outstanding introduction.

There are a few other folks who don’t have
the same star wattage that I want to acknowl-
edge: first of all, my Vice President, Joe Biden.
[Laughter] We’ve got some outstanding Mem-
bers of Congress here, including a record num-
ber from the Congressional Equality Caucus.
Eric Fanning, the Under Secretary of the Air
Force, is here. Major General Patricia Rose and
her wife, Retired Lieutenant Julie Roth, are

here. We’ve got Fred Hochberg and Elaine Ka-
plan, two outstanding members of my team,
who are here. And John Berry is here; John is a
former member of my team. You may not rec-
ognize him because he looks so well rested now
that he’s left the administration. [Laughter]

And even though she couldn’t be here to-
day, because she’s getting ready to finally take
her seat on the bench and get to work, I want
to congratulate Nitza Quinones Alejandro,
who, just a few hours ago, was confirmed by
the Senate, making her the first openly gay
Hispanic Federal judge in our country’s histo-
ry.

And what I’m especially excited about, in
addition to Zea and Luna, we’ve got citizens
from all across the country who wrote me let-
ters over the last several years. In a letter from


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:57:48-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




