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the Economic—Council of Economic Advis-
ers, he’ll be working with some of our country’s
leading economists, including Jim Stock, who
has joined us. And I'm relying on them to pro-
vide analysis and recommendations with just
one thing in mind: What’s going to do the most
good for the most people in this country, not
what’s best for a political party, not what’s best
for a special interest. I don’t have another elec-
tion. It’s not what’s best for me—what’s best
for our middle class, and everybody who is
working hard to get there. That's what the
American people deserve.

So I would urge the Senate to swiftly con-
firm Jason Furman. And I want to again thank
Alan for his outstanding service. I want to

Remarks on Immigration Reform
June 11, 2013

Well, good morning, everybody. Welcome
to the White House. It is a pleasure to have so
many distinguished Americans today from so
many different walks of life. We’ve got Demo-
crats and Republicans; we’ve got labor and
business leaders up on stage; we have law en-
forcement and clergy—Americans who don’t
see eye to eye on every issue, in fact, in some
cases, don’t see eye to eye on just about any is-
sue—][laughter]—but who are today standing
united in support of the legislation that is front
and center in Congress this week: a bipartisan
bill to fix our broken immigration system.

And T have to say, please give Tolu another
round of applause. She did a wonderful job. It
takes a lot of courage to do what Tolu did: to
step out of the shadows, to share her story, and
to hope that, despite the risks, she could make
a difference. But Tolu, I think, is representa-
tive of so many DREAMers out there who
have worked so hard—and I've had a chance to
meet so many of them—who’ve been willing to
give a face to the undocumented and have in-
spired a movement across America. And with
each step, theyve reminded us, time and
again, what this debate is all about. This is not
an abstract debate. This is about incredible
young people who understand themselves to
be Americans, who have done everything right,
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thank Jason and his family for continuing to
serve the country they love. And for all the
economists in the room, thank you for the oc-
casionally underappreciated work that you do.
[Laughter]

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:14 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Lisa Simon Krueger,
wife, and Benjamin, son, of Chairman Krueger;
Eve Gerber, wife, and Louisa and Henry, chil-
dren, of Chairman-designate Furman; and
James H. Stock, member, Council of Economic
Advisers.

but have still been hampered in achieving their
American Dream.

And they remind us that we're a nation of
immigrants. Throughout our history, the
promise we found in those who come from ev-
ery corner of the globe has always been one of
our greatest strengths. It’s kept our workforce
vibrant and dynamic. It’s kept our businesses
on the cutting edge. It’s helped build the great-
est economic engine that the world has ever
known.

When I speak to other world leaders, one of
the biggest advantages we have economically is
our demographics. We're constantly replenish-
ing ourselves with talent from all across the
globe. No other country can match that history.

[At this point, a beeping noise came from the
audience. ]

And what was true years ago is still true to-
day. Who's beeping over there? [Laughter]
You're feeling kind of self-conscious, aren’t
you? [Laughter] It’s okay.

In recent years, one in four of America’s new
small-business owners were immigrants. One in
four high-tech startups in America were founded
by immigrants. Forty percent of Fortune 500 com-
panies were started by a first- or second-generation
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American. Think about that: Almost half of the
Fortune 500 companies, when they were started,
were started by first- or second-generation immi-
grants. So immigration isn’t just part of our nation-
al character, it is a driving force in our economy
that creates jobs and prosperity for all of our citi-
zens.

Now, here’s the thing: Over the past two de-
cades, our immigration system hasn’t kept pace
with changing times and hasn’t matched up
with our most cherished values.

Right now our immigration system invites
the best and the brightest from all over the
world to come and study at our top universi-
ties, and then once they finish—once they've
gotten the training they need to build a new in-
vention or create a new business—our system
too often tells them to go back home so that
other countries can reap the benefits: the new
jobs, the new businesses, the new industries.
That’s not smart. But that’s the broken system
we have today.

Right now our immigration system keeps
families apart for years at a time, even for folks
who, technically, under the legal immigration
system, should be eligible to become citizens,
but it is so long and so cumbersome, so byzan-
tine, that families end up being separated for
years. Because of a backlog in visas, people
who come here legally—who are ready to give
it their all to earn their place in America—end
up waiting for years to join their loved ones
here in the United States. It's not right. But
that’s the broken system we have today.

Right now our immigration system has no
credible way of dealing with the 11 million
men and women who are in this country ille-
gally. And yes, they broke the rules; they didn’t
wait their turn. They shouldn’t be let off easy.
They shouldn’t be allowed to game the system.
But at the same time, the vast majority of these
individuals aren’t looking for any trouble.
They're just looking to provide for their fami-
lies, contribute to their communities.

They're our neighbors. We know their kids.
Too often, they're forced to do what they do in
a shadow economy, where shady employers
can exploit them by paying less than the mini-
mum wage, making them work without over-
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time, not giving them any benefits. That push-
es down standards for all workers. It’s bad for
everybody, because all the businesses that do
play by the rules, that hire people legally, that
pay them fairly, they're at a competitive disad-
vantage. American workers end up being at a
competitive disadvantage. It’s not fair. But
that’s the broken system that we have today.

Now, over the past 4 years, we've tried to
patch up some of the worst cracks in the sys-
tem. We made border security a top priority.
Today, we have twice as many border patrol
agents as we did in 2004. We have more boots
on the ground along our southern border than
at any time in our history. And in part, by using
technology more effectively, illegal crossings
are near their lowest level in decades.

We focused our enforcement efforts on
criminals who are here illegally and who are
endangering our communities. And today, de-
portation of criminals is at its highest level ev-
er.

And having put border security in place,
having refocused on those who could do our
communities harm, we also then took up the
cause of the DREAMers, young people like
Tolu who were brought to this country as chil-
dren. We said that if you’re able to meet some
basic criteria, like pursuing a higher education,
then we’ll consider offering you the chance to
come out of the shadows so you can continue
to work here and study here and contribute to
our communities legally.

So my administration has done what we can
on our own. And we’ve got members of my ad-
ministration here who've done outstanding
work over the past few years to try to close up
some of the gaps that exist in the system. But
the system is still broken. And to truly deal
with this issue, Congress needs to act. And that
moment is now.

This week, the Senate will consider a com-
monsense, bipartisan bill that is the best
chance we’ve had in years to fix our broken im-
migration system. It will build on what we’ve
done and continue to strengthen our borders.
It will make sure that businesses and workers
are all playing by the same set of rules, and it
includes tough penalties for those who don't.



It’s fair for middle class families, by making
sure that those who are brought into the sys-
tem pay their fair share in taxes and for servic-
es. And it’s fair for those who try to immigrate
legally by stopping those who try to skip the
line. It’s the right thing to do.

Now, this bill isn’t perfect. It's a compro-
mise. And going forward, nobody is going to
get everything that they want: not Democrats,
not Republicans, not me. But this is a bill that’s
largely consistent with the principles that T and
the people on this stage have laid out for com-
monsense reform.

First of all, if passed, this bill would be the
biggest commitment to border security in our
Nation’s history. It would put another $6.5 bil-
lion—on top of what we’re already spending—
towards stronger, smarter security along our
borders. It would increase criminal penalties
against smugglers and traffickers. It would fi-
nally give every employer a reliable way to
check that every person they’re hiring is here
legally. And it would hold employers more ac-
countable if they knowingly hire undocument-
ed workers. So it strengthens border security,
but also enforcement within our borders.

I know there’s a lot of talk right now about
border security, so let me repeat: Today, illegal
crossings are near their lowest level in decades.
And if passed, the Senate bill—as currently
written and as hitting the floor—would put in
place the toughest border enforcement plan
that America has ever seen. So nobody is tak-
ing border enforcement lightly. That’s part of
this bill.

Number two, this bill would provide a path-
way to earned citizenship for the 11 million in-
dividuals who are in this country illegally. So
that pathway is arduous. You've got to pass
background checks. You've got to learn Eng-
lish. You've got to pay taxes and a penalty. And
then you've got to go to the back of the line be-
hind everybody who’s done things the right
way and have tried to come here legally.

So this won’t be a quick process. It will take
at least 13 years before the vast majority of
these individuals are able to even apply for citi-
zenship. So this is no cakewalk. But it’s the on-
ly way we can make sure that everyone who’s
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here is playing by the same rules as ordinary
families: paying taxes and getting their own
health insurance.

That’s why, for immigration reform to work,
it must be clear from the outset that there is a
pathway to citizenship. If we’re asking every-
body to play by the same rules, you got to give
people a sense of certainty that they go
through all these sacrifices, do all this, that
there’s, at the end of the horizon, the opportu-
nity—not the guarantee, but the opportunity—
to be part of this American family. And by the
way, a majority of Americans support this idea.

Number three, this bill would modernize
the legal immigration system so that, alongside
training American workers for the jobs of to-
morrow, we're also attracting the highly skilled
entrepreneurs and engineers from around the
world who will ultimately grow our economy.
And this bill would help make sure that our
people don’t have to wait years before their
loved ones are able to join them here in Amer-
ica.

So that's what immigration reform looks
like: smarter enforcement, a pathway to earned
citizenship, improvements to our legal system.
They're all commonsense steps. They've got bi-
partisan support. They've got the support of a
broad cross-section of leaders from every walk
of life. So there’s no reason Congress can’t get
this done by the end of the summer.

Remember, the process that led to this bill
was open and inclusive. For months, the bipar-
tisan Gang of Eight looked at every issue, rec-
onciled competing ideas, built a compromise
that works. Then the Judiciary Committee held
numerous hearings. More than a hundred
amendments were added, often with bipartisan
support. And the good news is, every day that
goes by, more and more Republicans and
Democrats are coming out to support this
commonsense immigration reform bill.

And I'm sure the bill will go through a few
more changes in the weeks to come. But this
much is clear: If you genuinely believe we
need to fix our broken immigration system,
there’s no good reason to stand in the way of
this bill. A lot of people—Democrats and Re-
publicans—have done a lot of good work on
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this bill. So if you're serious about actually fix-
ing the system, then this is the vehicle to do it.

If you're not serious about it, if you think
that a broken system is the best America can
do, then I guess it might make sense to try to
block it. But if you're actually serious and sin-
cere about fixing a broken system, this is the
vehicle to do it. And now is the time to get it
done. There is no good reason to play proce-
dural games or engage in obstruction just to
block the best chance we’ve had in years to ad-
dress this problem in a way that’s fair to middle
class families, to business owners, to legal im-
migrants.

And there’s no good reason to undo the
progress we've already made, especially when
it comes to extreme steps like stripping protec-
tions from DREAMers that my administration
has provided or asking law enforcement to
treat them the same way they treat violent
criminals. That’s not who we are.

We owe it to America to do better. We owe
it to the DREAMers to do better. We owe it to
the young people like Tolu and Diego Sén-
chez, who’s with us here today. Where’s Di-
ego? Right here. Diego came here from Ar-
gentina with his parents when he was just a kid,
and growing up, America was his home. This is
where he went to school. This is where he
made friends. This is where he built a life. You
ask Diego, and he'll tell you, he feels American
in every way except one: on paper.

In high school, Diego found out that he was
undocumented. Think about that. With all the
stuff youre already dealing with in high
school—([laughter]—and suddenly: “Oh, man.
Really?” [Laughter] So he had done everything
right—stayed out of trouble, excelled in class,
contributed to his community—feeling hope-
ful about his future, and suddenly, he finds out
he’s got to live in fear of deportation: watching
his friends get their licenses knowing he
couldn’t get one himself; seeing his classmates
apply for summer jobs knowing he couldn’t do
that either.

When Diego heard that we were going to of-
fer a chance for folks like him to emerge from
the shadows, he went and signed up. All he
wanted, he said, was a chance to, “live a normal

566

life” and to “contribute to the country I love.”
And Diego, this year, was approved for de-
ferred action. A few weeks ago, he graduated
from St. Thomas University, where he was stu-
dent body president and student of the year.

So now he’s set his sights higher—master’s
degree and then law school—so he can pursue
a career in public policy, help America shape
its future. Why wouldn’t we want to do the
right thing by Diego? What rationale is there
out there that we wouldn’t want to make sure
Diego achieves his dreams? Because if he
does, that helps us all achieve our dreams.

So, in the weeks to come, you'll hear some
opponents of immigration reform try to gin up
fear and create division and spread the same
old rumors and untruths that we’ve heard be-
fore. And when that happens, I want you to
think about Tolu, I want you to think about Di-
ego, and I want you to think about your own
parents and your own grandparents and your
own great-grandparents and all the men and
women and children who came here. The no-
tion that somehow those who came through
Ellis Island had all their papers right—[laugh-
ter]—had checked every box and followed pro-
cedures as they were getting on that boat—
they were looking for a better life just like
these families. And they want to earn their way
into the American story.

And if you're willing to stand with them—
and if you're willing to stand with all these out-
standing leaders up here—then now is the
time to make your voice heard. You need to
call and e-mail and tweet your Senators and
tell them, don’t kick this problem down the
road. Come together. Work together. Do your
job not only to fix a broken immigration system
once and for all, but to leave something better
for all the generations to come, to make sure
we continue to be a nation of laws and a nation
of immigrants. Do the right thing.

Thanks. God bless you. God bless America.
All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to immigration reform activist Tolu
Olubunmi, who introduced the President;



Sens. Marco A. Rubio, Jeffrey L. Flake, John S.
McCain III, Lindsey O. Graham, Richard J.
Durbin, Robert Menendez, Charles E. Schum-
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er, and Michael F. Bennet; and Luis Sianchez
and Alejandra Saucedo, parents of immigration
reform activist Diego N. Sénchez.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Ollanta Moises Humala Tasso

of Peru
June 11,2013

President Obama. T'm very happy to wel-
come President Humala and his delegation to
the Oval Office. We've been able to work to-
gether and interact in a wide range of multilat-
eral forums, but this is the first time that I've
been able to have the President here in Wash-
ington.

Peru is one of our strongest and most reli-
able partners in the hemisphere. We have a
strong commercial and trading relationship.
We cooperate on a wide range of security is-
sues, including our counternarcotics efforts.
And we spent most of our discussion focused
on how we can further deepen this important
bilateral relationship.

I want to congratulate President Humala on
being able to sustain strong growth rates in Pe-
ru and his focus on broad-based economic
growth that includes all people. As a conse-
quence, Peru has been able to see not only in-
creased growth, but also reduced poverty and
steps to reduce inequality.

For both the United States and Peru,
growth is also dependent on our continued ex-
pansion in the global marketplace, and that’s
why I'm very glad that Peru and the United
States are working so closely together in final-
izing the Trans-Pacific Partnership, which of-
fers the possibility of opening up markets
throughout the Asia-Pacific region with high
standards and protections for labor and the en-
vironment.

We've also agreed to a number of bilateral
programs that will strengthen our cooperation.
For example, as part of my 100,000 Strong in
the Americas program, we're going to deepen
education exchange programs between our two
countries, and we're also focusing on how we
work together to include small businesses and
medium-sized businesses in a hemisphere-

wide network that allows those businesses to
access markets throughout the region.

And we also talked about how we can deep-
en, at a strategic level, our work together to
continue to combat the scourge of transnation-
al drug networks that have an adverse impact
not only in Peru, but throughout the region.

So overall, the state of our relationship is
very strong. I think it will become even stron-
ger as a result of some of the initiatives that
we've shaped in this meeting. And I'm very
glad that President Humala was able to visit us.
I also wish the Peruvian soccer team the best
of Tuck this evening. [Laughter]

President Humala. Thank you very much,
President Obama. My visit here is a sign of the
strength that we want to carry out in our rela-
tionships between the United States and Peru.

We have found in your administration an
open environment in which we can build on all
the strategic areas so as to strengthen our
bonds. I am convinced that under your admin-
istration, we will substantively and qualitatively
fight against the scourge of drugs.

But that has not been the only topic that we
have addressed during our talk. We have also
discussed about education, training, science,
technology, and strengthening the capacities of
our young population. We wish to move forward
on exchange programs and scholarships not only
with the States—the United States, but also
with the states of the union, so that way we can
provide young people more opportunities.

We have agreed on the importance of build-
ing democracy, on respecting human rights, on
improving economic openness, on working on
trade, because this allows us to grow our econ-
omies and to develop further. In addition, we
have highlighted that Peru is an important
trade partner with the United States. We
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