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Arkansas, and that we’ve got to be working for
all those kids. That’s what, for me, it means to
be a Democrat. And I think that’s what it
means for a lot of you as well.

So I want to thank you for your efforts. I ap-
preciate what Peter said about donor fatigue.
On the other hand, we don’t have time to be
fatigued, because we’ve got too much to do.
And everybody here has been blessed in ways
that require us to give something back. Every-
body here has got a story to tell, but the truth
of the matter is we’re here in part because we
were lucky enough to be born in a country
where if we worked hard and we had a big
dream, we could make it happen.

We were lucky. And we’ve got an obligation
then to make sure that folks coming behind us
are blessed with that same good luck. And it’s
within our capacity. So we don’t have time to

be tired and we don’t have excuses. We know
what needs to be done. I intend to make sure
that it gets done. And I’m going to need your
help.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. at
the residence of Peter F. and Megan Chernin.
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Antonio
R. Villaraigosa and Mayor-elect Eric M. Gar-
cetti of Los Angeles, CA; Mark A. Edwards, su-
perintendent, Mooresville Graded School Dis-
trict in Mooresville, NC; John E. Deasy, super-
intendent, Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict; and former White House Counsel Abner
J. Mikva. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China in Rancho
Mirage, California
June 7, 2013

President Obama. Well, it gives me great
pleasure to welcome President Xi back to the
United States. We first met during my visit to
China in 2009, and I had the opportunity to
welcome him to the Oval Office last year when
he was still Vice President and a guest of Vice
President Biden’s.

I think some of you may know that President
Xi is no stranger to the United States. He’s re-
membered fondly in Iowa, where he once visit-
ed and stayed with a local family, and on his trip
last year, he had a chance to come to California,
including, I understand, going to a Lakers
game, which I was very jealous of. [Laughter]

President Xi just took office in March. Our
decision to meet so early, I think, signifies the
importance of the U.S.-China relationship. It’s
important not only for the prosperity of our
two countries and the security of our two coun-
tries, but it’s also important for the Asia-Pacific
region and important for the world.

And the importance of this relationship, in
some ways, is reflected with this somewhat un-
usual setting that we are hosting the President

in. Our thought was that we would have the
opportunity for a more extended and more in-
formal conversation in which we were able to
share both our visions for our respective coun-
tries and how we can forge a new model of co-
operation between countries based on mutual
interest and mutual respect. 

I think both of us agree that continuous and
candid and constructive conversation and com-
munication is critically important to shaping
our relationship for years to come.

And for my part, this will give me an oppor-
tunity to reiterate how the United States wel-
comes the continuing peaceful rise of China as
a world power and that, in fact, it is in the
United States interest that China continues on
the path of success, because we believe that a
peaceful and stable and prosperous China is
not only good for Chinese, but also good for
the world and for the United States.

Of course, as two of the largest economies in
the world, we’re going to have a healthy eco-
nomic competition, but we also have a whole
range of challenges on which we have to
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cooperate, from nuclear—North Korea—or
North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs to
proliferation, to issues like climate change.

And the United States seeks an international
economy and an international economic order
where nations are playing by the same rules,
where trade is free and fair, and where the
United States and China work together to ad-
dress issues like cybersecurity and the protec-
tion of intellectual property.

In addition to the strategic concerns that we
share and the economic challenges that each of
our countries face, I will continue to empha-
size the importance of human rights. President
Xi has spoken of a nation and a people that are
committed to continuous self-improvement
and progress, and history shows that upholding
universal rights are ultimately a key to success
and prosperity and justice for all nations.

So I want to again welcome President Xi to
the United States. We’re very glad that he’s
here. Inevitably, there are areas of tension be-
tween our two countries, but what I’ve learned
over the last 4 years is both the Chinese people
and the American people want a strong, coop-
erative relationship and that I think there’s a
strong recognition on the part of both Presi-
dent Xi and myself that it is very much in our
interests to work together to meet the global
challenges that we face. And I’m very much
looking forward to this being a strong founda-
tion for the kind of new model of cooperation
that we can establish for years to come.

So welcome very—and thank you very much
for being here.

Thank you.
President Xi. Honorable President Obama,

it’s my great pleasure to meet you. We’re
meeting with each other earlier than people
might have expected. They thought that we
might have to wait until the Saint Petersburg
G–20 summit to wait—to meet with each oth-
er, but here we are. I want to thank you for
your invitation, and it’s my great pleasure to
meet you here at the Sunnylands, the Annen-
berg Estate.

This is a wonderful place, a place of sun-
shine, and it’s very close to the Pacific Ocean.

And on the other side of the ocean is China.
When I visited the United States last year, I
stated that the vast Pacific Ocean has enough
space for the two large countries of China and
the United States. I still believe so. And, Mr.
President, we’re meeting here today to chart
the future of China-U.S. relations and draw a
blueprint for this relationship and continue our
cooperation across the Pacific Ocean.

And this reminds us of what happened over
40 years ago, when the leaders of China and
the United States, with the strategists’ political
courage and wisdom, realized a handshake
across the Pacific Ocean, and it reopened the
door of exchanges between China and the
United States. And in the more than 40 years
since then, the China-U.S. relationship has
gone through winds and rains, and it made his-
torical progress. And our two peoples and the
people elsewhere in the world have reaped
huge benefits from this.

And at present, the China-U.S. relationship
has reached a new historical starting point. Our
two countries have vast convergence of shared
interests, from promoting our respective eco-
nomic growth at home to ensuring the stability
of the global economy, from addressing inter-
national and regional hotspots issues to dealing
with all kinds of global challenges. On all these
issues, our two countries need to increase ex-
changes and cooperation.

And under the new environment, we need
to take a close look at our bilateral relationship:
What kind of China-U.S. relationship do we
both want? What kind of cooperation can our
two nations carry out for mutual benefit? And
how can our two nations join together to pro-
mote peace and development in the world?
These are things that not just the people in our
two countries are watching closely, but the
whole world is also watching very closely.

Both sides should proceed from the funda-
mental interests of our peoples and bear in
mind human development and progress. We
need to think creatively and act energetically
so that working together, we can build a new
model of major country relationship.
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President Obama, I look forward to having
in-depth communication with you on major
strategic issues of common interest to deepen
our mutual understanding and to push forward
all-around cooperation. I’m confident that our
meeting will achieve positive outcomes and in-
ject fresh momentum into the China-U.S. rela-
tionship.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-

erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:21 p.m. at the
Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands. President
Xi spoke in Chinese, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Statement on Representative John D. Dingell, Jr., Becoming the Longest
Serving Member of Congress in United States History
June 7, 2013

I want to congratulate Congressman John
Dingell on becoming the longest serving Mem-
ber of Congress in our country’s history. First
elected in 1955 to the seat formerly held by his
father, John Dingell, Sr., John has always
worked tirelessly for people of his beloved
Michigan and for working families across Amer-
ica. He has helped pass some of the most im-
portant laws of the last half-century, from Medi-

care to the Civil Rights Act to the Clean Air Act
to the Affordable Care Act, and he continues to
fight for workers’ rights, access to affordable
health care, and the preservation of our envi-
ronment for future generations to enjoy.

Michelle and I send our warmest wishes to
John and his family. And I look forward to con-
gratulating him in person at the White House
next week.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Proposal for the Judicial Branch for Fiscal Year 2013
June 7, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker:

As a matter of comity, and consistent with
31 U.S.C. 1107, I am transmitting to the Con-
gress, without modification, the enclosed sup-
plemental proposal from the Judicial Branch
for fiscal year 2013.

The details of this request are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this letter.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China and an
Exchange With Reporters in Rancho Mirage, California
June 7, 2013

President Obama. Everybody ready? Well, I
know we’re a little behind, but that’s mainly
because President Xi and I had a very con-
structive conversation on a whole range of stra-
tegic issues, from North Korea to cyberspace
to international institutions. And I’m very

much looking forward to continuing the con-
versation, not only tonight at dinner, but also
tomorrow.

But I thought we’d take a quick break just to
take a question from both the U.S. and Chi-
nese press. So what I’ll do is, I’ll start with Julie
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