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staying in the Senate, working cooperatively.
Because ultimately, our Government repre-
sents us, and if we neglect it, then it doesn’t
work. And when we’re engaged, it works.

You showed that in 2008; that’s how I got
elected. You showed that in 2012; that’s how I
got reelected. I need you to show that one
more time to make sure that we have a Demo-
cratic Senate, and having a Democratic House
wouldn’t be bad either. [Laughter]

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:39 p.m. at
the residence of Mike and Marci McCue. In

his remarks, he referred to Sen. Michael F.
Bennet, in his capacity as chair of the Demo-
cratic Senatorial Campaign Committee; Lily
and Katie McCue, daughters of Mr. and Mrs.
McCue; Lucy McCue Allan, mother of Mr.
McCue; Mark A. Edwards, superintendent,
Mooresville Graded School District in
Mooresville, NC; and Sens. Marco A. Rubio,
Jeffrey L. Flake, John S. McCain III, Lindsey
O. Graham, Richard J. Durbin, Robert
Menendez, and Charles E. Schumer. Audio
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in
Portola Valley, California
June 6, 2013

The President. Thank you, everybody. Well,
first of all, I want to thank Vinod and Neeru
and the entire family and these beasts—
[laughter]—for hosting us here today. These
two could eat Bo in one gulp. [Laughter] But
it’s wonderful to be here in this spectacular set-
ting on such a beautiful day in Northern Cali-
fornia, one of my favorite places.

There are a couple other people I want to
acknowledge. First of all, we’ve got three of the
finest Senators in the country who are here
with us today. The person who has the thank-
less, but absolutely critical job of maintaining
the Democratic majority in the Senate, Mi-
chael Bennet from Colorado is here. We’ve got
my fellow midwesterner, who is doing wonder-
ful work on a whole range of issues, Amy
Klobuchar from Minnesota. Where’s Maria?
There she is. And from the closest thing to be-
ing your neighbor and somebody who obvious-
ly knows the extraordinary capacity, ingenuity,
and entrepreneurship because she’s been in
the field herself and does great work in the
Senate every day: Maria Cantwell.

We’re going to have some time for questions
and, hopefully, some answers in this great set-
ting, so I’m going to be fairly brief. I was telling
Vinod that this morning, I was in North Caroli-
na at Mooresville Middle School. And Moores-

ville Middle School ranks 110th out of 115 dis-
tricts in North Carolina when it comes to
spending per pupil. They now rank second in
performance in North Carolina. And the rea-
son is, is because they have this incredible su-
perintendent who, several years ago, made
what many considered a pretty radical deci-
sion. He said: “We’re just going to eliminate
textbooks. We’re going to use the money to
buy a laptop for every student and we are going
to completely redesign our curriculum and
how we engage our young people, and we’re
going to train our teachers so that we com-
pletely transform the learning experience in
this middle school.”

Actually, it starts in 3d grade and continues
all the way through 12th, but I went to the
middle school. And so I had a chance to go
from station to station: kids who were creating
their own films and poetry based on a book
that they had read in English class; kids who
were designing their own business plans in
math class, figuring out when they’d go from
red to black; young people who were debating
the merits of studying mythology, using re-
search that had been done entirely online.

And what they’ve discovered is, is that the
passion that young people now have for learn-
ing because of the—since the ownership that
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they’ve got, because of the sense that instead
of just sitting there passively with somebody at
the front of the classroom, they are fully en-
gaged in this constant creative exchange with
each other and their teachers. Because of that,
the school has transformed itself.

And so we were down there to announce
our goal, which is that in 5 years, every school
in America will be sufficiently equipped with
broadband and wireless so that you’ve got 100-
percent coverage or 99 percent coverage. This
is something, it turns out, we can do without
Congress. We’re going to meet this deadline,
and it has the potential to be transformational
in our education system and save money in the
process.

And I say that because, not only am I in Sili-
con Valley and around the world this is rightly
viewed as the center of innovation, but also be-
cause so many of you who I’ve gotten to know
over the years are yourselves innovators and
entrepreneurs who have transformed the
world because of the work that you’ve done.

The central question for America now is,
how do we engage the entire country in a con-
versation about using this incredible advantage
we’ve got of openness and inquiry and discov-
ery, how do we use that to make ourselves
more competitive? And how do we make sure
that every single person in America has access
to the platforms and the frameworks that they
need so that if they’re willing to work hard,
they can succeed as well, the way Vinod suc-
ceeded, the way Mark succeeded, the way
Steve succeeded, the way all of us in this
room—so many of us who started with not too
much—have been able to live out that Ameri-
can Dream.

Now, the good news is that after an extraor-
dinary economic crisis, the economy has stabi-
lized. We’re growing; housing is coming back;
deficits are going down; auto industry has re-
covered; we’re creating jobs. And as I travel
around the world, it turns out, actually, we’ve
got probably the best cards out of any country.
I know everybody worries about China—I’m
going to be meeting with the President of Chi-
na on——

Audience member. Tomorrow.

The President. ——tomorrow, on Friday.
Tomorrow, right. [Laughter] And the transfor-
mation that’s taking place in China is extraordi-
nary. And never in the history of humanity
have we seen so many people move out of pov-
erty so rapidly, in part because of what’s hap-
pening in China and what’s happening in In-
dia. And yet, when you look at the challenges
they face and you look at the challenges we
face, I’ll take our challenges any day of the
week.

In order for us to meet those challenges,
though, we’ve got to have a functioning Gov-
ernment. This is not an argument that Govern-
ment can do it all. It’s an argument that Gov-
ernment has a critical role to play in funding
science and research, in creating the infra-
structure, not only the old infrastructure of
roads and bridges and ports, but the new infra-
structure of smart grids and broadband. Gov-
ernment has a role in educating our kids, to
make sure that they’ve got the skills they need
to compete. Government has a role in creating
a regulatory structure that ensures that we’re
encouraging the development of clean energy
and that we’re protecting intellectual property.

Government has a role in all these things.
And if we’re able to get that part of it right, no-
body can stop us. Because the innovation that’s
taking place in places like Silicon Valley, they’ll
move it, but we’ve got to make sure that what
happens here is happening in a small town in
Ohio and in rural parts of North Carolina; that
we’re not creating two societies—one that’s hy-
percompetitive and innovative and extraordi-
narily prosperous and then another half in
which folks are struggling just barely to get by
and are having a tough time competing—but
rather a situation in which all of us have a
chance of success.

That’s what we’re fighting for. And from my
perspective, that’s what it means to be a Dem-
ocrat. And I think that I speak for Maria and
Amy and Mike as well; that’s what leads us to
believe in this democratic ideal.

So in order for us to accomplish that we’re
going to need to have a Democratic Senate. In
order for us to accomplish that, I’d also like a
Democratic House. Not because Democrats
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have a monopoly on wisdom and not because
I’m more interested in politics than gover-
nance, because I’ve run my last election. I just
want to get stuff done. And I’m going to be
spending the next 3½ years, every day, reach-
ing out to Republicans and seeing where we
can agree.

Michael Bennet is doing some great work on
immigration reform. I think we have a great
chance of getting that done this year. We re-
cently announced the need to pull together a
bipartisan effort around dealing with patent
trolls, something that everybody here is deeply
interested in. We have a chance of getting that
done.

But on too much of the big stuff, what we
see coming out of the other party is an interest
in winning elections or in obstruction, not
enough interest in solving problems. And too
often, what we see is the notion that compro-
mise is a dirty word. And sometimes, we see
just the denial of science around climate
change, for example. And in that environment,
it’s going to be hard for us to make progress on
things that all of us here care so deeply about.

So I’ll just leave you with this thought. For
all the frustrations of Washington, though, I’ve

never been more optimistic about this country,
because of those kids I saw in Mooresville, be-
cause of the businesses that I see popping up
every single day here in Silicon Valley. We’ve
got what it takes to make sure the 21st century
is the American century, just like the 20th, and
that impact ripples around the world.

But I’m going to need your help to make it
happen. Michael, Amy, Maria, we’re all going
to need your help to make that happen. And if
you’re willing to engage and be involved and
stay committed as deeply as you were in 2008
and 2012, then I think we’ll be successful.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:56 p.m. at the
residence of Vinod and Neeru Khosla. In his
remarks, he referred to Sen. Michael F. Ben-
net, in his capacity as chair of the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee; Mark A. Ed-
wards, superintendent, Mooresville Graded
School District in Mooresville, NC; and Presi-
dent Xi Jinping of China. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks on Health Care Reform and an Exchange With Reporters in San
Jose, California
June 7, 2013

The President. Good morning, everybody. It
is wonderful to see all of you, and I want to
thank everybody who is here. I think there’s
only one problem, and that is that my remarks
are not sitting here. People! [Laughter] You
know, things on—by Friday afternoon, things
get a little challenged.

Q. Will you answer a question in the——
The President. I’m going to have a—I’m go-

ing to answer a question at the end of the re-
marks, but I want to make sure that we get the
remarks out. People!

[At this point, a staff member walked toward
the podium.]

Oh, goodness. [Laughter]

[The staff member tripped.]

Oh, somebody is tripping. I mean—[laugh-
ter].

[The staff member handed the President a copy
of his remarks.]

Folks are sweating back there right now.
[Laughter]

Well, good morning, everybody. This after-
noon I’m going to be in Southern California to
meet with President Xi of China. But before I
leave Northern California, I wanted to take a
minute to address something that’s happening
with the Affordable Care Act in this State, and
I wanted to meet with a group of people who
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