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hours that we’ve worked together in the Situa-
tion Room, put together here by John Kenne-
dy and without windows.

The President. No windows.

National Security Adviser Donilon. No win-
dows. So I would first like to thank you for this
rare opportunity to be outside and experience
the natural light. [Laughter]

[Outgoing National Security Adviser Donilon
made additional remarks. Then, Ambassador
Rice and Ambassador-designate Power each
made brief remarks, and the President con-
cluded his remarks as follows.]

The President. Thank you, everybody.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:17 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Catherine M. Rus-
sell, wife of outgoing National Security Ad-
viser Donilon; Jill T. Biden, wife of Vice
President Joe Biden; E. John Rice, Jr., broth-
er, Ian O. Cameron, husband, and Jake and
Maris Rice-Cameron, children, of Ambassa-
dor Rice; and Cass R. Sunstein, husband of
Samantha Power, National Security Council
Senior Director for Multilateral Affairs, and
their children Declan and Rian Power-
Sunstein. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of outgoing National Security Advis-
er Donilon, Ambassador Rice, and Ambassa-
dor-designate Power.

Remarks at Mooresville Middle School in Mooresville, North Carolina

June 6, 2013

The President. Hello, Mooresville! Hello,
Mooresville. It is good to be back in North
Carolina. Now, first of all, I want to thank
my staff for being smart enough to schedule
a visit right before school lets out. [Laugh-
ter] Because that means everybody is in a
good mood. [Laughter] However, Principal
Tulbert told me that if I wanted to visit, I
had to follow school rules. And since we just
recited the Pledge of Allegiance, let me say
that “it’s always a great day to be a Red Imp.”
The—TI gather some of you are going to be
Blue Devils next year. I mean, being an Imp
is okay, but I guess being a Devil—[laugh-
ter].

Now, I want to thank Maureen for the
wonderful introduction, but more important-
ly, for the great work that she and all the
staff at this school are doing. I could not be
more impressed with the teachers and the
administrators. So give it up for them. Stu-
dents, clap for your teachers. You may not
realize how lucky you are to have great, ded-
icated teachers, but as a parent, I realize how
important that is. And so we can’t thank
them enough.

I want to make sure everybody knows that
we’ve got one of the finest Secretaries of Edu-

cation we’ve ever had in Arne Duncan, who’s
here. Your mayor, Miles Atkins, is in the house.
And Superintendent Edwards is here, who's
doing such great work. So give him a big round
of applause.

So I want to thank you for inviting me here
today. I know it’s a little warm in here, as it al-
ways is in a school gym. But I was spending a
lot of time talking to the students, and they
were showing me such incredible work that I
got kind of carried away.

I've come here to Mooresville to announce
an important step that we’re taking to grow our
economy and to reignite the engine that pow-
ers our economy, and that’s a rising and thriv-
ing middle class where everybody has opportu-
nity.

Over the past 414 years, we have been fight-
ing back from the worst recession since the
Great Depression, which cost millions of
Americans their jobs and their homes and the
sense of security that they’d worked so hard to
build. And North Carolina got hit worse than a
lot of States.

But thanks to the grit and the determination
of the American people, folks are starting to
come back. Our businesses have created nearly
7 million new jobs over the past 38 months;
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530 [530,000]" of those jobs are new manufac-
turing jobs that help us sell goods made in
America all around the world. We’re produc-
ing more of our own energy. We're consuming
less energy from other countries. The housing
market and the stock markets are rebounding.
Our deficit is shrinking. People’s retirement
savings are growing. The American auto indus-
try has come roaring back.

So we're getting traction. The gears to the
economy are turning. We're starting to make
progress. But we've got to build on that prog-
ress. Because while the economy is growing,
there’s still a lot of families out there who feel
like theyre working harder and harder, but
can’t get ahead. And the middle class has to be
prospering, not just folks at the very top. That’s
got to be our focus: a growing economy. We've
got to have a growing economy that creates
good, middle class jobs. That’s got to be the
north star that guides all of our efforts.

Now, what that means—I said this at my
State of the Union Address—every day, we’ve
got to ask ourselves three questions as a nation:
Number one, how do we make America a mag-
net for good jobs? Number two, how do we
make sure our workers, our people, have the
skills and education they need to do those
jobs? And then, number three, how do we
make sure that those jobs pay well so that a
hard work leads to a decent living?

But the reason I'm here today is because you
are helping to answer that second question:
How do we make sure Americans have the
chance to earn the best skills and education
possible? That’s why I came to Mooresville. Be-
cause at a moment when the rest of the world is
trying to outeducate us, we've got to make sure
that our young people—all you guys—have ev-
ery tool that you need to go as far as your tal-
ents and your dreams and your ambitions and
your hard work will take you. All right?

So that’s the spirit that’s reflected in the
motto of your school district: “Every Child, Ev-
ery Day.” It’s that fundamental belief that no
matter who you are, no matter what you like—
look like, no matter where you come from, ev-

* White House correction.
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ery child can learn. Every child can succeed.
Every child, every day, deserves that chance.
We've got an obligation to give every young
person that chance.

That means making sure we’ve got the best
teachers and giving those teachers support and
paying them what they deserve. [Applause]

Audience member. Yes!

The President. Right? Yes. All the teachers
say, amen.

Audience members. Amen!

The President. Amen. It requires parents
who are more active and involved. Parents,
school is not a passive thing where you just
dump off your kids, they come back, and some-
how, automatically they learn. You've got to be
involved in the education process. It requires
smarter schools that are safer places to learn.
And in an age when the world’s information is
a just click away, it demands that we bring our
schools and libraries into the 21st century. We
can’t be stuck in the 19th century when we're
living in a 21st-century economy.

And that’s why today we're going to take a
new step to make sure that virtually every child
in America’s classrooms has access to the fastest
Internet and the most cutting-edge learning
tools. And that step will better prepare our chil-
dren for the jobs and challenges of the future,
and it will provide them a surer path into the
middle class. And as a consequence, it will mean
a stronger, more secure economy for all of us.

Specifically, today I am directing the Feder-
al Communications Commission—which is the
FCC—to begin a process that will connect 99
percent of America’s students to high-speed
broadband Internet within 5 years. Within 5
years, we're going to get it done. [Applause]
Within 5 years.

Now, those of you here at Mooresville un-
derstand why this is important, but I'm speak-
ing to a larger audience, so I want to explain
why this is important. Today, the average
American school has about the same band-
width as the average American home, even
though obviously, there are 200 times as many
people at school as there are at home. Only



around 20 percent of our students have access
to true high-speed Internet in their classroom.
By comparison, South Korea has 100 percent
of its kids with high-speed Internet. We’ve got
20 percent; South Korea 100 percent. In coun-
tries where we—in a country where we expect
free Wi-Fi with our coffee, why shouldn’t we
have it in our schools? Right? Why wouldn’t we
have it available for our children’s education?

So the good news is, here in Mooresville,
you've committed yourself to this cause. Start-
ing in the third grade, as all of you know be-
cause you've lived through it, every student in
the district gets a laptop and high-speed, wire-
less Internet in the classroom.

And T just saw the ways that it's changing
how you learn. You don’t just write papers and
take tests. You're working together on videos
and presentations and movies and poetry. Your
high school Spanish class might Skype with
students in Barcelona or Buenos Aires. One
student proudly said, “We're able to work on
more projects and homework outside of class.”
Now, that’s not normally something teenagers
brag about. [Laughter] But that’s exactly the
attitude that’s going to help you succeed and
help your country succeed.

And as I was learning in talking to some of
the teachers here, it’s helping the teachers too,
because if a student is falling behind, a teacher
is seeing it in real time.

Somebody fall down? One thing you guys
got to do, by the way, bend your knees a little
bit when you're standing. If you stand up
straight—yes. I'm just giving you a tip so you
don’t faint—{laughter]—which happens all the
time, and it’s really embarrassing. [Laughter]
But if you already did, you should sit down.

But it gives teachers the ability to see in real
time what students need help, who’s falling be-
hind, and then offer extra help. If you've al-
ready mastered a lesson, you can move on to
the next one. So as one teacher said, “The
thing I'm most proud of is not the technology,
it’s the relationships I can build with the stu-
dents that I teach.”

Now, here at this school, this has only been
going on for a few years. But so far, the results
have been remarkable. Graduation rates are
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up. Last year, out of 115 school districts in
North Carolina, you ranked in the bottom 10 in
the amount of money you spend per student,
but you ranked number 2 in student achieve-
ment. All right? [Applause] Number two. So
you're spending less money getting better out-
comes. And around the country, educators
have started to take notice. So many people
want to see this school for themselves that
there’s a waiting list for tours all the way into
2014.

But here’s the thing: As special as what
you've done is, I don’t want this success to be
restricted to one school or one school district.
There is no reason why we can’t replicate the
success you've found here. And imagine what
that will mean for our country.

Imagine a young girl growing up on a farm
in a rural area who can now take an AP biology
or AP physics class, even if her school is too
small to offer it. Imagine a young boy with a
chronic illness that means he cant go to
school, but now he can join his classmates via
Skype or FaceTime and fully participate in
what’s going on.

Imagine educators spending fewer hours
teaching to a test, more time helping kids learn
in new and innovative ways. Imagine more
businesses starting here and hiring here in this
area, in North Carolina, because they know for
a fact that we’ve committed ourselves to equip-
ping all of our kids with better skills and educa-
tion than any place else on Earth. That’s what
we need.

So, over the next 5 years, we're going to
partner with private companies to put people
to work laying fiber optic cables to our schools
and setting up wireless connections in our
schools with speeds 10 to 100 times faster than
what most schools have today. We're going to
work with States to give teachers who want to
use these technologies in the classroom the
professional development that they need, be-
cause I was talking to Ms. Tulbert, she said, for
all the teachers here, it took some adaptation
to get used to these new technologies.

Once all these classrooms are wired for su-
perfast Internet, that means a big new market
for private innovation—America’s companies
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who created the computers and smartphones
and tablets that we all use

Audience member. [Inaudible]

The President. It's okay. It'll be—this hap-
pens. They’ll be all right. Just give them a little
space. That's why we’ve got the medics here.
They’ll be okay.

Oh, teachers give me some tips here. T've
lost their attention. [Laughter] All right, every-
body. Right over here.

So what we’re going to be able to do is to get
companies to compete to create affordable dig-
ital devices designed specifically to these new
connected classrooms. I want to see a tablet
that’s the same price as a textbook. I want to
see more apps that can be instantly updated
with academic content the day it’s available, so
you don’t have old, outdated textbooks with
student names still in them from years ago.
These are the tools that our children deserve.

And there’s no reason why we can’t do all
this. If you think about the history of America,
we united a continent by rail. We stretched a
network of highways from sea to shining sea.
We brought light to dark and remote areas. We
connected the world through the Internet,
through our imagination. All these projects cre-
ated jobs. All these projects grew our economy.
They also unified the country, and they are uni-
fying the world. And this project we're talking
about today can do the same thing. I am deter-
mined to see it through on behalf of our kids.

And for those of you who follow politics in
Washington, here’s the best news: None of this
requires an act of Congress. We can and we
will get started right away. Yes, we can. Now,
look, there are all kinds of things I do need
Congress to do, and I want to work with them
everywhere I can. But where we’ve got an op-
portunity to just go ahead and do something
that’s going to help our young people, help our
teachers, help our education system, help this
economy, help our middle class, help to create
jobs, we've just got to go ahead and do it. This
is something we have to do for the sake of our
kids and our future.

But there are other things that I'm going to
be working with Congress to do that will im-
prove our education system on behalf of our
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kids and our future. Because if we can bring
our kids and our schools into the digital age,
you can’t tell me we can’t start improving our
early childhood education system and making
high-quality preschool available to every child
in America. You can’t tell me that we can’t find
the wherewithal to hire even more good teach-
ers in science and math and technology and
engineering. You can’t tell me that we can’t re-
think and redesign our high schools or partner
with colleges and businesses to put our young
people on the path of jobs, not just today’s
jobs, but tomorrow’s jobs.

We can make sure that middle class families
aren’t priced out of a college education. We
can make sure that interest rates on Federal
student loans don’t double for students and
parents at the end of this month. T want to
work with Democrats and Republicans to keep
those rates low.

How many students here expect to go to col-
lege? T expect all of them to raise their hand.
And so we've got to make sure that college is
affordable for every young person, and that’s
going to require some help from Congress.

But we have to give every child, every day,
the shot of—at success that they deserve.

Audience member. Yes!

The President. Every day. FDR once said,
“We cannot always build the future for our
youth, but we can build our youth for the fu-
ture.” And as long as I'm President, I'm going to
keep fighting with everything I've got to build a
better future for our young people and to give
them a chance to build their own future. That’s
how we’re going to strengthen our middle class.
That’s how we’ll secure America’s future for gen-
erations to come. That’s what I'm going to fight
for as President of the United States. That’s why
I'm so proud of all of you here at Mooresville.

Congratulations, everybody. Have a great
summer. God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Carrie Tulbert, princi-
pal, and Maureen Fitzsimmons, mathematics
chair, Mooresville Middle School; and Mark A.
Edwards, superintendent, Mooresville Grad-
ed School District.
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