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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-

Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / June 1

marks, he referred to Prime Minister Ali Zay-

dan of Libya.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Designations Under the

Kingpin Act
May 31, 2013

Dear

This report to the Congress, under section
804(a) of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Des-
ignation Act, 21 U.S.C. 1903(b)(1) (the “King-
pin Act”), transmits my designations of the fol-
lowing six foreign individuals and groups as ap-
propriate for sanctions under the Kingpin Act
and reports my direction of sanctions against
them under the Act:

Mihael Karner (Slovenia)

Haji Khotwal Noorzai (Afghanistan)

Luis Fernando Sanchez Arellano (Mexico)
Los Caballeros Templarios (Mexico)

Los Urabefios (Colombia)

Los Cachiros (Honduras)

Sincerely,
BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Carl M.
Levin, chairman, and James M. Inhofe, rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Armed

The President’s Weekly Address
June 1, 2013

Hi, everybody. Over the past 4% years,
we’ve been fighting our way back from an eco-
nomic crisis and punishing recession that cost
millions of Americans their jobs, their homes,
and the sense of security they’d worked so hard
to build.

But thanks to the grit and determination of
the American people, our businesses have now
created nearly 7 million new jobs over the past
38 months. An auto industry that was flatlining
is once again the heartbeat of American manu-
facturing, with Americans buying more cars

Services; Max S. Baucus, chairman, and Orrin
G. Hatch, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Finance; Robert Menendez, chairman, and
Robert P. Corker, Jr., ranking member, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations; Patrick ]J.
Leahy, chairman, and Charles E. Grassley,
ranking member, Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary; Dianne Feinstein, chair, and Saxby
Chambliss, vice chairman, Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence; Howard P. “Buck”
McKeon, chairman, and Adam Smith, ranking
member, House Committee on Armed Servic-
es; Edward R. Royce, chairman, and Eliot L.
Engel, ranking member, House Committee on
Foreign Affairs; Robert W. Goodlatte, chair-
man, and John Conyers, Jr., ranking member,
House Committee on the Judiciary; Michael J.
Rogers, chairman, and C.A. “Dutch” Ruppers-
berger, ranking member, House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence; and David
L. Camp, chairman, and Sander M. Levin,
ranking member, House Committee on Ways
and Means. The related memorandum is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

than we have in 5 years. Within the next few
months, we’re projected to begin producing
more of our own crude oil at home than we
buy from other countries, the first time that’s
happened in 16 years.

Deficits that were growing for years are now
shrinking at the fastest rate in decades. The
rise of health care costs is slowing too. And a
housing market that was in tatters is showing
new signs of real strength. Sales are rising,
foreclosures are declining, construction is ex-
panding, and home prices that are rising at the
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fastest rate in nearly 7 years are helping a lot of
families breathe a lot easier.

Now we need to do more. This week, my ad-
ministration announced that we’re extending a
program to help more responsible families
modify their mortgages so they can stay in their
homes. But to keep our housing market and
our economy growing, Congress needs to step
up and do its part. Members of Congress will
be coming back next week for an important
month of work. We’ve got to keep this progress
going until middle class families start regaining
that sense of security. And we can’t let partisan
politics get in the way.

Congress should pass a law giving every re-
sponsible homeowner the chance to save about
$3,000 a year on their mortgage by refinancing
at historically low interest rates. Congress
should put more Americans to work rebuilding
our crumbling roads and bridges, like the one
that collapsed last week in Washington State.
We'd all be safer, and the unemployment rate
would fall faster.

And Congress should fix our broken immi-
gration system by passing commonsense re-
form that continues to strengthen our borders,

hold employers accountable, and provides a
pathway to earned citizenship and also mod-
ernizes our legal immigration system so that
we're reuniting families and attracting the
highly skilled entrepreneurs and engineers
who will help our economy grow.

So there are a lot of reasons to feel optimis-
tic about where we're headed as a country, es-
pecially after all we've fought through togeth-
er. We've just got to keep going, because we've
got more good jobs to create. We've got more
kids to educate. We've got more doors of op-
portunity to open for anyone who’s willing to
work hard enough to walk through those doors.

And if we work together, I'm as confident as
I've ever been that we’ll get to where we need
to be.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:50 p.m. on May 31 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 1. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on May 31,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
June 1.

Remarks at the National Conference on Mental Health

June 3, 2013

The President. Thank you so much. Every-
body, please have a seat. Thank you so much.
Welcome to the White House. And thank you,
Janelle, for that introduction and sharing your
story and making such a difference through
your organization. We're really proud to have
you here.

I want to thank Secretary Sebelius, Secre-
tary Arne Duncan, Secretary Ric Shinseki for
their leadership and helping to organize this
event. And I also want to acknowledge some
outstanding Members of Congress who are
here and who care deeply about this issue.

And finally, T want to thank all of you for
participating in this National Conference on
Mental Health. We wanted to bring together
folks who've suffered from mental illness and
families who've supported them. We wanted to
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bring together advocates and educators, faith
leaders, veterans, local officials.

All of you have shown an extraordinary com-
mitment to what is a critical goal, and that is to
make sure that people aren’t suffering in si-
lence and that we have the capacity to pull to-
gether all the resources and support and love
that’s out there to go after an extraordinary
challenge in our society.

The main goal of this conference is not to
start a conversation; so many of you have spent
decades waging long and lonely battles to be
heard. Instead, it’s about elevating that conver-
sation to a national level and bringing mental
illness out of the shadows.

We want to let people living with mental
health challenges know that they are not alone,
and we've got to be making sure that we're
committed to support those fellow Americans,
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