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Point and Staten Island, and obviously, we're
going to be there for the folks in Monroe
[Moore],” Oklahoma, after the devastation of
last week.

Part of the reason I wanted to come back
here was not just to send a message to New
Jersey, but send a message to folks in Oklaho-
ma: When we make a commitment that weve
got your back, we mean it, and we’re not going
to finish until the work is done. Because that’s
who we are. We help each other as Americans
through the bad times, and we sure make the
most of the good times.

So let’s have some good times on the New
Jersey Shore this summer. And next summer
and the summer after that and all year long,

America, bring your family and friends. Spend
a little money on the Jersey Shore. You'll find
some of the friendliest folks on Earth, some of
the best beaches on Earth. And you’ll see that
even after a tough couple of months, this space
is as special as ever, and down the shore, every-
thing is still all right.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God

bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:26 p.m. at As-
bury Park Convention Hall. In his remarks, he
referred to Andrew, Sarah, Patrick, and Bridg-
et Christie, children of Gov. Christopher J.
Christie of New Jersey; and musician Bruce
Springsteen.
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The President. Everybody, please have a
seat. Thank you so much. Alohal

Audience members. Alohal

The President. Welcome to the White
House, everybody. And thank you, Joan, for
the introduction. And I want to thank every-
body who’s here, the incredible warmth of the
reception. A sign of the warmth is the lipstick
on my collar. [Laughter] I have to say, I think I
know the culprit. Where is Jessica Sanchez?
[Laughter] Jessica—no, it wasn’t Jessica. It was
her aunt. Where is she? [Laughter] Auntie,
right there. Look at this. [Laughter] Look at
this. I just want everybody to witness. [Laugh-
ter] So I do not want to be in trouble with Mi-
chelle. [Laughter] That's why I'm calling you
out right in front of everybody. [Laughter]

We are here today to honor the incredibly
rich heritage and contributions of Asian Amer-
icans and Pacific Islanders. And there’s no bet-
ter example of that diversity than the people
who are in this room. We've got Members of
Congress. We've got members of my adminis-
tration. We've got lots of special guests and tal-
ented performers.

* White House correction.
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And every day, we're reminded of the many
ways in which Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, Pacific Islanders have all contributed and
enriched our Nation throughout our history.
Obviously for me, I don’t have to look any fur-
ther than my own family. I've got my brother-
in-law here, Konrad, who is—Konrad Ng,
who’s heading up the Smithsonian Asian
American center—or it probably has a longer
name than that. [Laughter] My sister Maya,
their beautiful daughters, my nieces Suhaila
and Savita.

I can think back to my college years when
my roommates were Indian and Pakistanis,
which is how I learned how to cook keema and
dal. [Laughter] Very good. And of course, I can
dig back into my own memories of growing up
in Hawaii and in Indonesia. And so, certainly,
it’s been a central part of my life, the entire
Asia-Pacific region.

But it’s more than food and family, because
generations of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers helped build this country and helped
to defend this country and to make America
what it is today. It’s a history that speaks to the



promise of our Nation, one that welcomes the
contributions of all people, no matter their col-
or or their beliefs, because we draw from the
rich traditions of everybody who calls America
home. E pluribus unum—"out of many, one.”

And the artists joining us today exemplify
that creed. So we’ve got performers like Karsh
Kale, who fuses the best of East and West,
mixing eclectic beats with the sounds of his
heritage and creating music that’s distinctly his
own; that’s a trait obviously that’s distinctly
American. We've got musicians like Paula Fu-
ga and John Cruz, whose work represents the
spirit of my native Hawaii and reminds us that
we're all part of the same ohana. We have au-
thors like Amy Tan, who uses her own family’s
immigration story to trace the stories of others.
She makes out of the particular something very
universal.

We value these voices because from the very
beginning, ours has been a nation of immi-
grants, a nation challenged and shaped and
pushed ever forward by diverse perspectives
and fresh thinking. And in order to keep our
edge and stay ahead in the global race, we
need to figure out how to way—a way to fix our
broken immigration system, to welcome that
infusion of newness while still maintaining the
enduring strength of our laws. And the service
and the leadership of Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders have proved that point time and
again.

So we take opportunities like today to honor
the legacy of those who paved the way, like my
friend, the late Senator from Hawaii, Daniel
Inouye, the first Japanese American to serve in
Congress. And to celebrate the pioneers of this
generation, like Congresswoman Tammy
Duckworth, one of the first female veterans
elected to Congress. And one of my favorite
people right now, Sri Srinivasan, who has just
been confirmed. Here’s Sri, right here.

I was proud to nominate Sri, and he was just
confirmed unanimously to become the first

Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / May 28

South Asian American Federal appeals court
judge. I was telling his kids, who are here to-
day, if he starts getting a big head, walking
around the house with a robe—{laughter]—
asking them to call him Your Honor—[laugh-
ter]—then they should talk to me. But—
[laughter].

In every election, at every board meeting, in
every town across America, we see more and
more different faces of leadership, setting an
example for every young kid who sees a leader
who looks like him or her. And that’s a good
thing. We've got to keep that up. We've got to
do everything we can to make sure everybody
works hard, everybody plays by the rules, ev-
erybody has a chance to get ahead—to start
their own business, to earn a degree, to write
their own page in the American story—that the
laws respect everybody; that civil rights apply
to everybody. That’s who we are at our best,
and that’s what we’re here to celebrate. That’s
the challenge that I believe we're going to
meet together.

So I want to thank all of you for being here
tonight. It is going to be a wonderful, wonder-
ful gathering. And from Michelle and Malia
and Sasha and Bo—[laughter]—thank you all
for the incredible contributions that you're
making each and every day.

God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:28 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Joan Shikegawa, Acting
Chair, National Endowment for the Arts; mu-
sician Jessica Sanchez and her grandmother
Virginia Bugay; Srikanth Srinivasan, judge,
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit, and his children Maya and Vi-
kram. He also referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng, her husband Konrad Ng, and
their daughters Suhaila and Savita. The related
proclamation of April 30 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.
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