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day, I went to Annapolis to celebrate the ex-
traordinary young men and women of the
United States Naval Academy’s class of 2013,
the sailors and marines who will not only lead
that fight, but who will lead our country for de-
cades to come. And on Monday, we celebrate
Memorial Day. Unofficially, it’s the start of
summer, a chance for us to spend some extra
time with family and friends, at barbecues or
on the beach, getting a little fun and relaxation
in before heading back to work.

It’s also a day on which we set aside some
time, on our own or with our families, to honor
and remember all the men and women who
have given their lives in service to this country
we love. They are heroes, each and every one.
They gave America the most precious thing
they had: “the last full measure of devotion.”
And because they did, we are who we are to-
day: a free and prosperous nation, the greatest
in the world.

At a time when only about 1 percent of the
American people bear the burden of our de-
fense, the service and sacrifice of our men and
women in uniform isn’t always readily appar-
ent. And that’s partly because our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, marines, and coastguardsmen are
so skilled at what they do. It’s also because
those who serve tend to do so quietly. They
don’t seek the limelight. They don’t serve for
our admiration or even our gratitude. They risk
their lives, and many give their lives, for some-
thing larger than themselves or any of us: the
ideals of liberty and justice that make America
a beacon of hope for the world.

That’s been true throughout our history,
from our earliest days, when a tiny band of rev-
olutionaries stood up to an empire, to our 9/11
generation, which continues to serve and sacri-
fice today.

Every time a threat has risen, Americans
have risen to meet it. And because of that cour-

age—that willingness to fight and even die—
America endures. That is the purpose of Me-
morial Day: to remember with gratitude the
countless men and women who gave their lives
so we could know peace and live in freedom.

And we must do more than remember. We
must care for the loved ones that our fallen ser-
vicemembers have left behind. We must make
sure all our veterans have the care and benefits
they’ve earned and the jobs and opportunity
they deserve. We must be there for the mili-
tary families whose loved ones are in harm’s
way, for they serve as well. And above all, we
must make sure that the men and women of
our Armed Forces have the support they need
to achieve their missions safely at home and
abroad.

The young men and women I met at the Na-
val Academy this week know the meaning of
service. They’ve studied the heroes of our his-
tory. They’ve chosen to follow in their foot-
steps: to stand their watch, man a ship, lead a
platoon. They are doing their part. And each of
us must do ours.

So this weekend, as we commemorate Me-
morial Day, I ask you to hold all our fallen he-
roes in your hearts. And every day, let’s work
together to preserve what their sacrifices
achieved: to make our country even stronger,
even more fair, even more free. That’s our mis-
sion, it’s our obligation, and it is our privilege,
as the heirs of those who came before us and as
citizens of the United States of America.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. on May 24 in the Green Room at
the White House for broadcast on May 25. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 24, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on May 25.

Remarks Following a Tour of Tornado Damage in Moore, Oklahoma
May 26, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. Obviously, a
picture is worth a thousand words, and what
we’re seeing here, I think, gives you some

sense of what the people of Moore and the
people of Oklahoma have been dealing with
over these last several days.
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There are a couple of acknowledgements
that I want to make, but let me begin by just
saying that whenever I come to an area that’s
been devastated by some natural disaster like
this, I want to make sure everybody under-
stands I’m speaking on behalf of the entire
country. Everywhere, fellow Americans are
praying with you, they’re thinking about you,
and they want to help.

And so I’m just a messenger here today, let-
ting everybody here know that you are not
alone, that you’ve got folks behind you.

Obviously, the damage here is pretty hard to
comprehend. Our hearts go out to the families
who have been impacted, including those who
have had loved ones who were lost. And that
was true for the parents of some of the chil-
dren here at Plaza Towers Elementary school.

There are a number of people I want to es-
pecially thank, because they’ve engaged in
some heroic efforts in dealing with this disas-
ter. First of all, Governor Mary Fallin, thank
you so much for your quick response and your
outstanding work. Mayor Glenn Lewis, the
mayor of Moore, who has been mayor here be-
fore when there was a disaster, and because of
his strong spirit and sense of community has
been able to help lead the community through
this disaster. We very much appreciate your
work.

Representative Tom Cole, not only is this
his congressional district, but more important-
ly, this is his hometown. And so for him, this
carries a special sadness, but also a resolve in
terms of trying to make sure that the city of
Moore bounces back. Mayor Mick Cornett,
Oklahoma City, a neighbor and friend, we ap-
preciate him being here. Craig Fugate is here,
and obviously we are very proud of the work
that he and his FEMA team have done. Susie
Pierce, superintendent of schools here, thank
you for your leadership.

Amy Simpson, I want to especially com-
mend, Plaza Towers Elementary school princi-
pal, as well as Shelley McMillin, the Briarwood
Elementary school principal. They were on the
ground when this happened, and because of
their quick response, their keeping a level
head, their putting kids first saved a lot of peo-

ple. And they’re still going through some tough
times. I can only imagine being their husbands,
who are here, and the panic that I’m sure they
were feeling when the tornado first struck. But
I know that they could not be prouder of their
wives for the outstanding work that they did in
this amazing situation.

I want to thank Chief of Police Jerry Still-
ings and all the first responders in this area
who were some of the first folks on the scene
who were putting themselves at risk to save
other people’s lives. That’s what first respond-
ers do, but sometimes, we take them for grant-
ed, and it’s important we don’t and we remem-
ber moments like that. That’s why it’s so im-
portant that we continually support them.

At my direction, Craig Fugate arrived here
on Tuesday. FEMA was on the ground even
before Monday’s tornado hit. And their teams
have now completed searches of more than
1,200 buildings. We’ve helped to register more
than 4,200 people for disaster assistance, and
we’ve approved more than $3.4 million in di-
rect aid. Obviously, there’s a lot more to come.
But it’s not just a Government response. We’ve
seen incredible outpourings of support from
churches, from community groups who are
helping folks begin to recover.

This area has known more than its share of
heartbreak. But people here pride themselves
on the Oklahoma standard, what Governor
Fallin has called, “Being able to work through
disasters like this, and [to] come out stronger
on the other side.” And that’s what we’ve been
seeing this week.

From the forecasters who issued the warn-
ings, to the first responders who dug through
the rubble, to the teachers who shielded with
their own bodies their students, Oklahomans
have inspired us with their love and their cour-
age and their fellowship.

Neighbors have been offering up spare bed-
rooms and couches for those in need of shelter.
Universities have opened up their buildings for
temporary housing, and local companies have
pitched in.

So this is a strong community with strong
character. There’s no doubt they’re going to
bounce back. But they need help, just like any
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of us would need help if we saw the kind of
devastation that we’re seeing here. We have
about 1,200 homes that have been completely
destroyed, but we’ve got 12,000 that have been
damaged in one way or another, and that’s a
big piece of business. And along with the
schools, we’ve got a hospital that has been de-
stroyed. It’s going to take a long time for this
community to rebuild.

So I want to urge every American to step up.
If I’ve got one message for folks here today: Go
online, donate to the American Red Cross.
And if you’re from the area and you need to
register for disaster assistance, you can call
1–800–621–FEMA. That’s 1–800–621–FEMA.
Or you can go to disasterassistance.gov. Disas-
terassistance.gov on the web. Either way, I
guarantee you, if you’ve got some significant
damage and have been impacted, go ahead and
reach out, and there are going to be profession-
als there who are ready and willing to provide
you the assistance that you need.

We know Moore is going to come back
stronger from this tragedy. Your mayor said
that you’re already printing new street signs.

Mayor Glenn Lewis of Moore, OK. Yes, sir.
The President. And I want folks affected

throughout Oklahoma to know that we’re go-
ing to be with you every step of the way.

On Sunday, the first deadly tornadoes
touched down about 40 miles from here. And I
mentioned this the day afterwards—there was
a story that really struck me in the press—in
the rubble was found a Bible, open to the
words that read: “A man will be as a hiding
place from the wind, and a cover from the tem-
pest.” And that—it’s a reminder, as Scripture
often is, that God has a plan, and it’s important,
though, that we also recognize we’re an instru-
ment of his will. And we need to know that as
fellow Americans, we’re going to be there as
shelter from the storm for the people of Moore
who have been impacted.

And when we say that we’ve got your back, I
promise you, we keep our word. If you talk to
folks in Alabama who have been affected over
the last couple of years; you talk to the folks at

Joplin, who I know have actually sent volun-
teers down here to Moore; if you talk to folks
in New Jersey and New York, they’ll tell you
that when we say we’re going to be there until
you completely rebuild, we mean it. And I
want everybody to have that confidence.

So again, to all the people here behind me, I
want to say how proud I am of them, how
grateful I am for their service. I want to make
one final comment. A lot of the first respond-
ers talked about the training that they’ve done,
in part through some Federal grants, to pre-
pare for disasters like this. And as a conse-
quence, when it actually happens, they know
what to do, they’re not losing time, they’re able
to go through all the drills and the training that
they’ve gone through.

Training, education, both for citizenry, but
also for first responders, is absolutely critical.
And we’ve got to make sure that those resourc-
es remain in place. So I know everybody in
Congress cares deeply about what’s happening,
and I’m confident that resources will be forth-
coming when it comes to rebuilding. But re-
member that it’s also the ongoing training and
equipment, that we’re making sure that those
things are in place. We can’t shortchange that
kind of ongoing disaster response. We can’t
just wait until the disaster happens. That’s
how, in part, we were able to save a lot of lives,
and I want everybody to keep that in mind.

So with that, let me just again say thank you
to everybody here. Madam Governor, thank
you for your leadership. And may God bless
the people of Oklahoma and obviously contin-
ue to bless the United States of America.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. in
front of the remains of Plaza Towers Elemen-
tary. In his remarks, he referred to Matthew C.
Shipman, husband of Amy D. Simpson, princi-
pal, Plaza Towers Elementary in Moore, OK;
and Michael McMillin, husband of Shelley
Jaques-McMillin, principal, Briarwood Ele-
mentary in Oklahoma City, OK. 
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