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Accordingly, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 17, 2013.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments for Fiscal Year 2014
May 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 Budget amendments for
the Departments of Agriculture, Defense,
Health and Human Services, Housing and Ur-
ban Development, the Interior, Justice, State,
and Transportation, as well as Other Interna-
tional Programs, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, and the Federal Trade
Commission. These amendments do not affect
the proposed FY 2014 Budget totals. These
amendments are necessary to reflect correctly
policies assumed in the FY 2014 Budget.

Also included is a new Department of De-
fense (DOD) General Provision that would au-
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to receive
and retain payment in-kind for the settlement
of the longstanding A–12 aircraft contract liti-
gation. This litigation has been ongoing for
over two decades.

The final decision about the pace of the
drawdown in Afghanistan was not made at the
time the FY 2014 Budget request was devel-
oped. As a result, the Budget included a place-
holder for DOD FY 2014 Overseas Contingen-
cy Operations (OCO) funding, equivalent to

the amount provided in the President’s FY
2013 Budget. The Administration noted in the
FY 2014 Budget that after determining the re-
quired force levels in Afghanistan, a Budget
amendment updating the OCO request would
be submitted to the Congress. The enclosed
DOD amendments also include the necessary
updates to the OCO request, which funds mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan and other activi-
ties that primarily support Operation Enduring
Freedom.

In addition, this transmittal contains FY
2014 amendments for the Legislative Branch.
As a matter of comity and tradition, these ap-
propriations requests for the Legislative
Branch are transmitted without change.

The details of these amendments are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

I again urge the Congress to consider my FY
2014 Budget, which takes a balanced approach
to further deficit reduction and replaces se-
questration.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

The President’s Weekly Address
May 18, 2013

Hi, everybody. Over the past few months,
I’ve laid out a series of commonsense ideas to
reignite the true engine of our economic
growth: a rising, thriving middle class.

The way I see it, there are three areas where
we need to focus: one, making America a mag-
net for good jobs; two, making sure our work-

ers have the education and skills they need to
do those jobs; and three, making sure your
hard work leads to a decent living.

I’ve also been visiting cities across the coun-
try that are doing some interesting and creative
things along these lines. So on Friday, for ex-
ample, I stopped by a factory in Baltimore
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