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Accordingly, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 17, 2013.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments for Fiscal Year 2014
May 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 Budget amendments for
the Departments of Agriculture, Defense,
Health and Human Services, Housing and Ur-
ban Development, the Interior, Justice, State,
and Transportation, as well as Other Interna-
tional Programs, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, and the Federal Trade
Commission. These amendments do not affect
the proposed FY 2014 Budget totals. These
amendments are necessary to reflect correctly
policies assumed in the FY 2014 Budget.

Also included is a new Department of De-
fense (DOD) General Provision that would au-
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to receive
and retain payment in-kind for the settlement
of the longstanding A–12 aircraft contract liti-
gation. This litigation has been ongoing for
over two decades.

The final decision about the pace of the
drawdown in Afghanistan was not made at the
time the FY 2014 Budget request was devel-
oped. As a result, the Budget included a place-
holder for DOD FY 2014 Overseas Contingen-
cy Operations (OCO) funding, equivalent to

the amount provided in the President’s FY
2013 Budget. The Administration noted in the
FY 2014 Budget that after determining the re-
quired force levels in Afghanistan, a Budget
amendment updating the OCO request would
be submitted to the Congress. The enclosed
DOD amendments also include the necessary
updates to the OCO request, which funds mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan and other activi-
ties that primarily support Operation Enduring
Freedom.

In addition, this transmittal contains FY
2014 amendments for the Legislative Branch.
As a matter of comity and tradition, these ap-
propriations requests for the Legislative
Branch are transmitted without change.

The details of these amendments are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

I again urge the Congress to consider my FY
2014 Budget, which takes a balanced approach
to further deficit reduction and replaces se-
questration.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

The President’s Weekly Address
May 18, 2013

Hi, everybody. Over the past few months,
I’ve laid out a series of commonsense ideas to
reignite the true engine of our economic
growth: a rising, thriving middle class.

The way I see it, there are three areas where
we need to focus: one, making America a mag-
net for good jobs; two, making sure our work-

ers have the education and skills they need to
do those jobs; and three, making sure your
hard work leads to a decent living.

I’ve also been visiting cities across the coun-
try that are doing some interesting and creative
things along these lines. So on Friday, for ex-
ample, I stopped by a factory in Baltimore
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that’s creating good jobs here at home by ex-
porting dredging equipment abroad. I read
with young kids at a pre-K program, where
kids are getting a head start learning the skills
they need to succeed in life. And I stopped by
a program that’s helping folks in tough circum-
stances, especially low-income dads, get the
training and guidance they need to find work
and support their families.

That’s why I like getting out of the Washing-
ton echo chamber whenever I can, because too
often our politics aren’t focused on the same
things you are: working hard, supporting your
family and supporting your community, mak-
ing sure your kids have every chance in life.

More than anything, the American people
make me optimistic about where we’re headed
as a nation, especially after all we’ve been
through during the past several years. And that
should encourage us all to work even harder on
the issues that matter to you.

In a little over 3 years, our businesses have
created more than 6.5 million new jobs. And
while our unemployment rate is still too high,
it’s the lowest it’s been since 2008. But now,
we need to create even more good, middle
class jobs, and we’ve got to do it faster.

Corporate profits have skyrocketed to an all-
time high. But now we need to get middle class
wages and incomes rising too.

Our housing market is healing. But we need
to do a lot more to help families stay in their

homes or to help them refinance to take advan-
tage of historically low rates.

And our deficits, well, they’re shrinking at
the fastest rate in decades. But now we’ve got
to budget in a smarter way that doesn’t hurt
middle class families or harm critical invest-
ments in our future.

So, in a lot of sectors, things are looking up.
The American auto industry is thriving. Ameri-
can energy is booming. And American ingenu-
ity in our high-tech sector has the potential to
change the way we do almost everything.

In the coming weeks, I’m going to visit more
cities like Baltimore and Austin, Texas—where
I was 2 weeks ago—places where Americans
are coming together to strengthen their own
communities and economies and, in the pro-
cess, making this country better for all of us.

And I’m going to keep on trying to work
with both parties in Washington to make prog-
ress on your priorities. Because I know that if
we come together around creating more jobs,
educating more of our kids, and building new
ladders of opportunity for everyone who’s will-
ing to climb them, we’ll all prosper together.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4 p.m. on May 17 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
May 18. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on May 17,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
May 18.

Commencement Address at Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia
May 19, 2013

The President. Hello, Morehouse! Well,
thank you, everybody. Please be seated.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back. [Laughter]

That is why I am here.
Now, I have to say that it is one of the great

honors of my life to be able to address this
gathering here today. I want to thank Dr. Wil-
son for his outstanding leadership, and the
Board of Trustees. We have Congressmen Ce-
dric Richmond and Sanford Bishop, both

proud alumni of this school, as well as Con-
gressman Hank Johnson. And one of my dear
friends and a great inspiration to us all, the
great John Lewis is here. We have your out-
standing mayor, Mr. Kasim Reed, in the house.

To all the members of the Morehouse fami-
ly, and most of all, congratulations to this dis-
tinguished group of Morehouse men, the class
of 2013.

I have to say that it’s a little hard to follow—
not Dr. Wilson, but a skinny guy with a funny
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