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Bobby Kennedy once said that the fight
against crime “is a fight to preserve that quality
of community which is at the root of our great-
ness.”

The 143 fallen officers we honor today put
themselves on the front lines of that fight, to
preserve that quality of community and to pro-
tect the roots of our greatness. They exempli-
fied the very idea of citizenship: that with our
God-given rights come responsibilities and ob-
ligations to ourselves and to others. They em-
bodied that idea. That’s the way they died.
That’s how we must remember them. And
that’s how we must live.

We can never repay our debt to these offi-
cers and their families, but we must do what
we can, with all that we have, to live our lives in
a way that pays tribute to their memory. That

begins, but does not end, by gathering here,
with heavy hearts, to carve their names in
stone so that all will know them and that their
legacy will endure. We are grateful to them,
and we are grateful to you.

May God bless the memory of those we lost,
and may God continue to bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. on
the West Front Lawn at the U.S. Capitol. In
his remarks, he referred to K. Charles Canter-
bury, Jr., national president, and James O. Pas-
co, Jr., executive director, Fraternal Order of
Police; and Jeremy and Ryan Pill, sons of Bar-
bara A. Pill. The related proclamation of May
10 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks on the Internal Revenue Service
May 15, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. I just finished
speaking with Secretary Lew and senior offi-
cials at the Treasury Department to discuss the
investigation into IRS personnel who improp-
erly screened conservative groups applying for
tax-exempt status. And I look forward to taking
some questions at tomorrow’s press confer-
ence, but today I wanted to make sure to get
out to all of you some information about what
we’re doing about this and where we go from
here.

I’ve reviewed the Treasury Department
watchdog’s report, and the misconduct that it
uncovered is inexcusable. It’s inexcusable, and
Americans are right to be angry about it, and I
am angry about it. I will not tolerate this kind
of behavior in any agency, but especially in the
IRS, given the power that it has and the reach
that it has into all of our lives. And as I said ear-
lier, it should not matter what political stripe
you’re from; the fact of the matter is, is that the
IRS has to operate with absolute integrity. The
Government generally has to conduct itself in a
way that is true to the public trust. That’s espe-
cially true for the IRS.

So here’s what we’re going to do. First,
we’re going to hold the responsible parties ac-

countable. Yesterday I directed Secretary Lew
to follow up on the IG audit to see how this
happened and who is responsible and to make
sure that we understand all the facts. Today
Secretary Lew took the first step by requesting
and accepting the resignation of the Acting
Commissioner of the IRS, because given the
controversy surrounding this audit, it’s impor-
tant to institute new leadership that can help
restore confidence going forward.

Second, we’re going to put in place new
safeguards to make sure this kind of behavior
cannot happen again. And I’ve directed Secre-
tary Lew to ensure the IRS begins implement-
ing the IG’s recommendations right away.

Third, we will work with Congress as it per-
forms its oversight role. And our administra-
tion has to make sure that we are working hand
in hand with Congress to get this thing fixed.
Congress—Democrats and Republicans—owe
it to the American people to treat that authori-
ty with the responsibility it deserves and in a
way that doesn’t smack of politics or partisan
agendas. Because I think one thing that you’ve
seen is, across the board, everybody believes
what happened in—as reported in the IG’s re-
port is an outrage. The good news is, it’s
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fixable, and it’s in everyone’s best interest to
work together to fix it.

I’ll do everything in my power to make sure
nothing like this happens again: by holding the
responsible parties accountable; by putting in
place new checks and new safeguards; and go-
ing forward, by making sure that the law is ap-
plied as it should be, in a fair and impartial
way. And we’re going to have to make sure that
the laws are clear so that we can have confi-
dence that they are enforced in a fair and im-
partial way and that there’s not too much ambi-
guity surrounding these laws.

So that’s what I expect. That’s what the
American people deserve. And that’s what
we’re going to do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:21 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Treasury Inspector Gen-
eral for Tax Administration J. Russell George;
and Steven T. Miller, former Deputy Commis-
sioner for Services and Enforcement, Internal
Revenue Service.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of Turkey
May 16, 2013

President Obama. Please be seated, every-
body. Good afternoon.

It is a great pleasure to welcome my friend,
Prime Minister Erdogan, back to the White
House. This visit is also another opportunity
for me to return the extraordinary hospitality
that the Prime Minister and the Turkish peo-
ple showed me on my visit to Turkey 4 years
ago. And that included my visit to the Prime
Minister’s beautiful hometown of Istanbul.

This visit reflects the importance that the
United States places on our relationship with
our ally, Turkey, and I value so much the part-
nership that I’ve been able to develop with
Prime Minister Erdogan.

Today we discussed the many areas in which
our countries cooperate, including Afghani-
stan, where our troops serve bravely together;
the G–20, where we promote our shared pros-
perity; and Iran, where we agree it is critical
that we do not see that country acquire a nu-
clear weapon and potentially trigger an arms
race throughout the region.

Given our shared interest in peace, I want to
note the Prime Minister’s efforts to normalize
relations with Israel. This will benefit both the
Turkish and Israeli people and can also help us
make progress on a two-state solution, includ-
ing an independent Palestinian state.

Today we focused on three areas that I want
to highlight. First, we agreed to keep expand-
ing trade and investment. Over the past 4
years, our trade has surged, and U.S. exports to
Turkey have more than doubled. As the United
States pursues a new trade and investment
partnership with the EU, I want to make sure
that we also keep deepening our economic ties
with Turkey. So we’re creating a new high-lev-
el committee that will focus on increasing
trade and investment between our two coun-
tries and will help fuel Turkish innovation. And
the progress that Turkey’s economy has made
over the last several years, I think, has been re-
markable, and the Prime Minister deserves
much credit for some of the reforms that are
already taking place.

Second, as NATO allies we’re reaffirming
our solemn commitment to our mutual securi-
ty. Now, Mr. Prime Minister, on behalf of the
American people, I want to express our condo-
lences to the Turkish people and the victims of
the outrageous bombings that took place in
Reyhanli. As always, the United States stands
with you as you defend your nation against ter-
rorism. We want to thank you for the coopera-
tion that you provided us in threats against the
United States.

And I want to take this opportunity to com-
mend you and the Turkish people for your
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