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that is dominant on Capitol Hill. It’s that spir-
it that we saw in West, Texas. It’s the spirit we
saw in Boston. It’s the spirit that we see here
in New York City. And as I was driving up and
saw the new Freedom Tower rising, it re-
minded me of just what it is that we’re fight-
ing for.

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:29 p.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria New York hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Enrique Peña
Nieto of Mexico.

Statement on the Internal Revenue Service
May 14, 2013

I have now had the opportunity to review
the Treasury Department watchdog’s report
on its investigation of IRS personnel who im-
properly targeted conservative groups applying
for tax-exempt status. And the report’s findings
are intolerable and inexcusable. The Federal
Government must conduct itself in a way that’s
worthy of the public’s trust, and that’s especial-
ly true for the IRS. The IRS must apply the law
in a fair and impartial way, and its employees
must act with utmost integrity. This report
shows that some of its employees failed that
test.

I’ve directed Secretary Lew to hold those
responsible for these failures accountable and
to make sure that each of the Inspector Gener-

al’s recommendations are implemented quick-
ly so that such conduct never happens again.
But regardless of how this conduct was allowed
to take place, the bottom line is, it was wrong.
Public service is a solemn privilege. I expect
everyone who serves in the Federal Govern-
ment to hold themselves to the highest ethical
and moral standards. So do the American peo-
ple. And as President, I intend to make sure
our public servants live up to those standards
every day.

NOTE: The statement referred to Treasury In-
spector General for Tax Administration J. Rus-
sell George.

Remarks at the National Peace Officers Memorial Service
May 15, 2013

Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.
Thank you, Chuck, for that introduction and,
more importantly, for your leadership as Na-
tional President of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice. I want to recognize the entire order and
all its leaders, including Jim Pasco, for every-
thing that you do on behalf of the fine officers
who walk the beat or answer the call and do
the difficult work of keeping our communities
safe all across the country.

I want to also acknowledge FOP Auxiliary
President Linda Hennie for the good work that
she and all her members do to support the
families of police officers. We are very grateful
to you. To Speaker Boehner, Leader Pelosi,
Members of Congress, members of my admin-
istration who are here, to all the law enforce-

ment officials who are here, and most of all, to
the survivor families: Scripture tells us, “None
of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to
himself.” None of us lives to himself, and none
of us dies to himself. The brave officers we
gather to remember today devoted themselves
so fully to others—to serve and to protect oth-
ers—that in the process they were willing to
give their lives.

And so today let us not remember them just
for how they died, but also for how they lived.

Officer Bruce St. Laurent of the Jupiter,
Florida, police department was, according to a
friend, “just what a cop should be: tough, com-
passionate, caring, and brave.” But to his com-
munity, he was more than a cop. He was a can-
cer survivor. He was a guest teacher at Jupiter
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High School who used the laws of traffic to
help kids learn physics. He was an amateur
snake charmer of sorts, eagerly taking panicked
calls about snakes on the loose. And at Christ-
mastime, he loved being Santa Claus for the
kids in the local Head Start program.

I have the privilege of working with some of
the Nation’s finest law enforcement officers
and professionals every day. And I’m perpetu-
ally mindful of the sacrifices they make for me
and for my family and for other leaders and vis-
iting dignitaries, but never more so than when
I was told that Officer St. Laurent was struck
and killed by another vehicle while driving his
motorcycle as part of my motorcade.

Bruce was a loving husband to Brenda, a
doting father to Larry and Albert and Lenny
and Chartelle. And he will be missed so deeply
by his family at home and by his family in the
force. And the police officers who came from
all over the country to attend Bruce’s funeral,
some bringing their motorcycles as far away as
California, they’re a testimony to how much
he’ll be missed.

Like Bruce, Deputy Sheriff Barbara Ann
Pill of Brevard County Sheriff’s Office in Flori-
da was a force for good in her community, re-
membered as a behind-the-scenes hero by
those who knew her. Because for Barbara,
helping others was never a question. Before
joining the force, she counseled abused chil-
dren and helped families struggling with do-
mestic abuse. That passion served her and led
her to a career in law enforcement and in-
spired her two sons to follow. So when Barbara
was shot while investigating a suspicious vehi-
cle last spring, not only did her husband Steve
lose his partner of more than 30 years, the
town of Melbourne, and the Nation itself, lost
one of its most dedicated citizens.

All of you in law enforcement, you devote
your lives to serving and protecting your com-
munities. Many of you have done it for your
country as well. After serving two tours in Iraq
as a marine, Bradley Michael Fox retired with
honor and followed his dream to becoming a
police officer. He had been with the Plymouth
Township Police Department in Pennsylvania
for 5 years when he was shot and killed pursu-

ing a suspect last September. It was the day be-
fore his 35th birthday and 6 months before the
birth of his son.

Nothing will replace the enthusiasm that he
brought to his job or the tremendous pride he
had in his family. But today, Brad’s wife Lynsay
and daughter Kadence and baby Brad Jr. hav-
ing—have a living reminder of their fallen he-
ro; that’s Brad’s K–9 partner, a trusty shepherd
named Nick, who Lynsay adopted into the
family when he retired from the force last fall.

Deputy Sheriff Scott Ward also defined ser-
vice. He was a former officer in the Air Force,
a deputy in the Baldwin County, Alabama,
sheriff’s office for 15 years, and finished a tour
in Afghanistan last year as a reservist in the
Coast Guard.

Last November, Deputy Sheriff Ward was
shot and killed in the line of duty while trying
to settle a domestic dispute. And he died as he
lived: serving his community and his country.
And the fact that his funeral procession
stretched for miles demonstrated the thanks of
a grateful nation to Scott’s wife Andrea and his
family.

At Scott’s funeral, Baldwin Country Sheriff
Huey Mack said: “Tomorrow we will continue
to grieve Scott, but we will have to move on.
That’s what Scott would want us to do because
our mission does not stop.”

That message, I think, rings true in every
police department across the country. As diffi-
cult as times may be, as tough as the losses may
be, your mission does not stop. You never let
down your guard. And those of us who you
protect should never let slide our gratitude ei-
ther. We should not pause and remember to
thank first responders and police officers only
in the wake of tragedy. We should do it every
day. And those of us who have the privilege to
lead should all strive to support you better,
whether it’s making sure police departments
and first responders have the resources they
need to do their jobs or the reforms that are re-
quired to protect more of our officers and their
families from the senseless epidemics of vio-
lence that all too often wrack our cities and
haunt our neighborhoods.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / May 15

447

Bobby Kennedy once said that the fight
against crime “is a fight to preserve that quality
of community which is at the root of our great-
ness.”

The 143 fallen officers we honor today put
themselves on the front lines of that fight, to
preserve that quality of community and to pro-
tect the roots of our greatness. They exempli-
fied the very idea of citizenship: that with our
God-given rights come responsibilities and ob-
ligations to ourselves and to others. They em-
bodied that idea. That’s the way they died.
That’s how we must remember them. And
that’s how we must live.

We can never repay our debt to these offi-
cers and their families, but we must do what
we can, with all that we have, to live our lives in
a way that pays tribute to their memory. That

begins, but does not end, by gathering here,
with heavy hearts, to carve their names in
stone so that all will know them and that their
legacy will endure. We are grateful to them,
and we are grateful to you.

May God bless the memory of those we lost,
and may God continue to bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. on
the West Front Lawn at the U.S. Capitol. In
his remarks, he referred to K. Charles Canter-
bury, Jr., national president, and James O. Pas-
co, Jr., executive director, Fraternal Order of
Police; and Jeremy and Ryan Pill, sons of Bar-
bara A. Pill. The related proclamation of May
10 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks on the Internal Revenue Service
May 15, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. I just finished
speaking with Secretary Lew and senior offi-
cials at the Treasury Department to discuss the
investigation into IRS personnel who improp-
erly screened conservative groups applying for
tax-exempt status. And I look forward to taking
some questions at tomorrow’s press confer-
ence, but today I wanted to make sure to get
out to all of you some information about what
we’re doing about this and where we go from
here.

I’ve reviewed the Treasury Department
watchdog’s report, and the misconduct that it
uncovered is inexcusable. It’s inexcusable, and
Americans are right to be angry about it, and I
am angry about it. I will not tolerate this kind
of behavior in any agency, but especially in the
IRS, given the power that it has and the reach
that it has into all of our lives. And as I said ear-
lier, it should not matter what political stripe
you’re from; the fact of the matter is, is that the
IRS has to operate with absolute integrity. The
Government generally has to conduct itself in a
way that is true to the public trust. That’s espe-
cially true for the IRS.

So here’s what we’re going to do. First,
we’re going to hold the responsible parties ac-

countable. Yesterday I directed Secretary Lew
to follow up on the IG audit to see how this
happened and who is responsible and to make
sure that we understand all the facts. Today
Secretary Lew took the first step by requesting
and accepting the resignation of the Acting
Commissioner of the IRS, because given the
controversy surrounding this audit, it’s impor-
tant to institute new leadership that can help
restore confidence going forward.

Second, we’re going to put in place new
safeguards to make sure this kind of behavior
cannot happen again. And I’ve directed Secre-
tary Lew to ensure the IRS begins implement-
ing the IG’s recommendations right away.

Third, we will work with Congress as it per-
forms its oversight role. And our administra-
tion has to make sure that we are working hand
in hand with Congress to get this thing fixed.
Congress—Democrats and Republicans—owe
it to the American people to treat that authori-
ty with the responsibility it deserves and in a
way that doesn’t smack of politics or partisan
agendas. Because I think one thing that you’ve
seen is, across the board, everybody believes
what happened in—as reported in the IG’s re-
port is an outrage. The good news is, it’s
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