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economic and commercial ties between our
two countries, educational exchanges, work on
energy, climate change, helping other coun-
tries develop.

I’ve had a wonderful time every time I’ve
visited the Republic of Korea. And what is
clear is that the Republic of Korea is one of the
great success stories of our lifetime. And the
Republic of Korea’s leadership around the
globe will be increasingly important. And what
underpins that in part has been the extraordi-
nary history of the alliance between the United
States and the Republic of Korea. And we want
to make sure that that remains a strong founda-
tion for progress in the future.

So thank you so much, Madam President.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:44 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to President Bashar al-Asad of Syria; Supreme
Commander Kim Jong Un of North Korea;
and former Secretary of Defense Leon E. Pa-
netta. A reporter referred to Lt. Col. Jeffrey
Krusinski, USAF, chief, Air Force Sexual As-
sault Prevention and Response program; Lt.
Gen. Susan J. Helms, USAF, commander, U.S.
Strategic Command’s Joint Functional Com-
ponent Command for Space and 14th Air
Force; and Lt. Gen. Craig A. Franklin, USAF,
commander, 3d Air Force and 17th Expedi-
tionary Air Force. President Park and some re-
porters spoke in Korean, and their remarks
were translated by an interpreter.
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For six decades, the U.S.-ROK Alliance has
served as an anchor for stability, security, and
prosperity on the Korean Peninsula, in the
Asia-Pacific region, and increasingly around
the world. President Barack Obama of the
United States of America and President Park
Geun-hye of the Republic of Korea, meeting in
Washington, D.C. on May 7, 2013, present this
Joint Declaration in celebration of sixty years
of bilateral partnership and shared prosperity.
The two leaders affirm that the Alliance is
well-placed to address the opportunities and
challenges of the future.

The U.S.-ROK Alliance, forged in the Kore-
an War and founded on the 1953 United
States-Republic of Korea Mutual Defense
Treaty, has evolved into a comprehensive stra-
tegic alliance with deep cooperation extending
beyond security to also encompass the politi-
cal, economic, cultural, and people-to-people
realms. The freedom, friendship, and shared
prosperity we enjoy today rest upon our shared
values of liberty, democracy, and a market
economy.

Building on the past sixty years of stability
on the Korean Peninsula, we continue to

strengthen and adapt our Alliance to serve as a
linchpin of peace and stability in the Asia-Pa-
cific and to meet the security challenges of the
21st century. The United States remains firmly
committed to the defense of the Republic of
Korea, including through extended deterrence
and the full range of U.S. military capabilities,
both conventional and nuclear.

This year also marks another milestone for
our two nations—the first anniversary of the
entry into force of the U.S.-Korea Free Trade
Agreement (KORUS FTA). This agreement
embodies the positive evolution of our partner-
ship and demonstrates how deeply the United
States and the Republic of Korea are commit-
ted to a shared future of growth and prosperi-
ty. We are pleased to note the positive results
of the KORUS FTA, including increased trade
and investment between our two countries,
and recognize its potential for expanding bilat-
eral cooperation and business opportunities,
including in the energy sector. Our two coun-
tries will fully implement the KORUS FTA to
ensure that the agreement serves as an eco-
nomic growth engine in both our countries.
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We are pleased with the significant progress
made in realizing the 2009 Joint Vision for the
Alliance of the United States of America and
the Republic of Korea, which lays out a blue-
print for the future development of our strate-
gic Alliance. We pledge to continue to build a
better and more secure future for all Korean
people, working on the basis of the Joint Vision
to foster enduring peace and stability on the
Korean Peninsula and its peaceful reunifica-
tion based on the principles of denucleariza-
tion, democracy and a free market economy.
In this context, the United States and the Re-
public of Korea will continue to work through
the Alliance to bring North Korea in to compli-
ance with its international obligations and pro-
mote peace and prosperity on the Korean Pen-
insula, including through the trust-building
process initiated by President Park.

We share the deep concern that North Ko-
rea’s nuclear and ballistic missiles programs
and its repeated provocations pose grave
threats to the peace and stability of the Korean
Peninsula and Northeast Asia. Both the United
States and the Republic of Korea are deter-
mined to achieve the peaceful denucleariza-
tion of North Korea and are working with oth-
er Six-Party Talks partners and the internation-
al community to insist that North Korea ad-
heres to its international obligations and
commitments. While we invite North Korea to
take the path that leads out of isolation and to
join the community of nations as a responsible
member, we are resolved to continue to de-
fend our citizens against North Korea’s provo-
cations by strengthening our comprehensive,
interoperable, and combined defense capabili-
ties, to include shared efforts to counter the
missile threat posed by North Korea and inte-
grated intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance systems. Because both the United
States and the Republic of Korea share a deep

concern for the well-being of the North Kore-
an people, we encourage North Korea to invest
in, and improve, the conditions for its citizens
and to respect their basic human rights.

The peace and prosperity of both our na-
tions are inextricably linked to regional and
global security and economic growth. Based on
the solid U.S.-ROK Alliance, we are prepared
to address our common challenges and seek
ways to build an era of peace and cooperation
in Northeast Asia. The U.S.-ROK Alliance is
an increasingly global partnership, and the
United States welcomes the Republic of Ko-
rea’s leadership and active engagement on the
world stage, including in international fora. We
will strengthen our efforts to address global
challenges such as climate change and to pro-
mote clean energy, energy security, human
rights, humanitarian assistance, development
assistance cooperation, counter-terrorism,
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, nuclear safety,
non-proliferation, cybersecurity, and counter-
piracy.

Our sixty years of partnership and shared
prosperity have demonstrated that the strength
of our Alliance stems from the close relation-
ships between our peoples. The large Korean-
American community in the United States not
only serves as a significant link between our
two countries, but also makes countless contri-
butions to the strength and vitality of American
society. We pledge to continue programs and
efforts to build even closer ties between our
societies, including cooperation among busi-
ness, civic, academic, and other institutions.

As allies and Asia-Pacific nations, we look
forward to shaping together the future of Asia
for generations to come.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.
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