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it’s that things will be uncertain. Change will
be a constant, just as it has been throughout
our history. And yes, we still face many impor-
tant challenges. Some will require technologi-
cal breakthroughs or new policy insights. But
more than anything, what we will need is polit-
ical will: to harness the ingenuity of your gen-
eration and encourage and inspire the hard
work of dedicated citizens; to repair the middle
class; to give more families a fair shake; to re-
ject a country in which only a lucky few pros-
per, because that’s antithetical to our ideals
and our democracy. All of this is going to hap-
pen if you are involved, because it takes
dogged determination, the dogged determina-
tion of our citizens.

To educate more children at a younger age
and to reform our high schools for a new time
and to give more young people the chance to
earn the kind of education that you did at the
Ohio State University and to make it more af-
fordable so that young people don’t leave with
a mountain of debt, that will take the care and
concern of citizens like you.

To build better roads and airports and faster
Internet and to advance the kinds of basic re-
search and technology that’s always kept
America ahead of everybody else, that will take
the grit and fortitude of citizens.

To confront the threat of climate change be-
fore it’s too late, that requires the idealism and
the initiative of citizens.

To protect more of our kids from the hor-
rors of gun violence, that requires the unwav-

ering passion, the untiring resolve of citizens.
It will require you.

Fifty years ago, President Kennedy told the
class of 1963 that “our problems are man-
made—therefore, they can be solved by man.
And man can be as big as he wants.” We’re
blessed to live in the greatest nation on Earth.
But we can always be greater. We can always
aspire to something more. That doesn’t de-
pend on who you elect to office. It depends on
you as citizens, how big you want us to be, how
badly you want to see these changes for the
better.

And look at all that America has already ac-
complished. Look at how big we’ve been. I
dare you, class of 2013, to do better. I dare you
to dream bigger.

And from what I’ve seen of your generation,
I’m confident that you will. And so I wish you
courage and compassion and all the strength
that you will need for that tranquil and steady
dedication of a lifetime.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
these United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at Ohio
Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to E.
Gordon Gee, president, and Urban Meyer,
head football coach, Ohio State University;
Richard Hayek, founder, Vets4Vets; former
President George W. Bush; James Dyson,
founder, Dyson Co.; and Michael Jordan, for-
mer guard, National Basketball Association’s
Chicago Bulls.

Statement on Cinco de Mayo
May 5, 2013

Today we honor the victory of the Mexican
people in their fight for freedom at the Battle
of Puebla 151 years ago. On Cinco de Mayo,
we celebrate the contributions and heritage of
Mexican Americans and we recognize the
strong cultural, familial, and economic ties that
bind the United States and Mexico.

This week, I was proud to visit Mexico to re-
affirm our vision for the Americas as a region
of shared opportunity and prosperity. I left
even more convinced that we have historic op-

portunities to expand trade and make our
economies even more competitive so that we
continue creating good jobs in both of our
countries.

In Mexico, I also emphasized the need to
pass commonsense immigration reform that
lives up to our tradition as a nation of laws and
a nation of immigrants, including generations
of Mexican Americans who have enriched our
country. Fixing our immigration system is one
of my top legislative priorities, and I am hope-
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ful that we can make immigration reform a re-
ality this year.

Cinco de Mayo reminds us that America’s
diversity is America’s strength. Today, as we

celebrate the contributions and history of Mex-
ican Americans and Hispanics in America, let
us celebrate the larger story of America and
our unique immigrant heritage.

The President’s News Conference With President Park Geun-hye of South
Korea
May 7, 2013

President Obama. Good afternoon, every-
body. Please have a seat.

Let me begin by saying it is a great pleasure
to welcome President Park and our friends
from the Republic of Korea. Madam Presi-
dent, we are greatly honored that you’ve cho-
sen the United States as your first foreign visit.
This, of course, reflects the deep friendship
between our peoples and the great alliance be-
tween our nations, which is marking another
milestone. I’m told that in Korea, a 60th birth-
day is a special celebration of life and longevi-
ty, a hwangab. [Laughter] Well, this year,
we’re marking the 60th anniversary of the de-
fense treaty between our nations.

Yesterday President Park visited Arlington
National Cemetery and our memorial to our
Korean war veterans. Tonight she’s hosting a
dinner to pay tribute to the generation of
American veterans who have served in the de-
fense of South Korea. And tomorrow she’ll ad-
dress a joint session of Congress, an honor that
is reserved for our closest of friends.

And in this sense, this visit also reflects
South Korea’s extraordinary progress over
these six decades: from the ashes of war to one
of the world’s largest economies, from a recipi-
ent of foreign aid to a donor that now helps
other nations develop. And of course, around
the world, people are being swept up by Kore-
an culture, the Korean Wave. And as I men-
tioned to President Park, my daughters have
taught me a pretty good Gangnam Style.
[Laughter]

President Park, in your first months in of-
fice, South Korea has faced threats and provo-
cations that would test any nation. Yet you’ve
displayed calm and steady resolve that has de-
fined your life. Like people around the world,

those of us in the United States have also been
inspired by your example as the first female
President of South Korea. And today I’ve come
to appreciate the leadership qualities for which
you are known: your focus and discipline and
straightforwardness. And I very much thank
you for the progress that we’ve already made
together.

Today we agreed to continue the implemen-
tation of our historic trade agreement, which is
already yielding benefits for both our coun-
tries. On our side, we’re selling more exports to
Korea: more manufactured goods, more ser-
vices, more agricultural products. Even as we
have a long way to go, our automobile exports
are up nearly 50 percent, and our Big Three—
Ford, Chrysler, and GM—are selling more
cars in Korea. And as President Park and I
agreed to make sure that we continue to fully
implement this agreement, we believe that it’s
going to make both of our economies more
competitive. It will boost U.S. exports by some
$10 billion in support of tens of thousands of
American jobs. And obviously, it will be creat-
ing jobs in Korea as they are able to continue
to do extraordinary work in expanding their
economy and moving it further and further up
the value chain.

We agreed to continue the clean energy
partnerships that help us to enhance our ener-
gy security and address climate change. Given
the importance of a peaceful nuclear energy
industry to South Korea, we recently agreed to
extend the existing civilian nuclear agreement
between our two countries, but we also em-
phasized in our discussions the need to contin-
ue to work diligently towards a new agreement.
As I told the President, I believe that we can
find a way to support South Korea’s energy and


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:56:57-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




