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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East Peace

Process
January 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared with respect to foreign terror-
ists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process is to continue in effect beyond
January 23, 2013.

The crisis with respect to grave acts of vio-
lence committed by foreign terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace pro-
cess that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 23, 1995, has not been

The President’s Weekly Address
January 19, 2013

Hi, everybody. This week, I announced a se-
ries of concrete steps we should take to protect
our children and our communities from gun vi-
olence.

These proposals grew out of meetings Vice
President Biden and his Task Force held over
the last month with more than 200 different
groups, from parents and teachers to law en-
forcement and sportsmen, to religious leaders
and mental health professionals. And in the
weeks ahead, I'll do everything in my power to
make them a reality. Because while we may not
be able to prevent every senseless act of vio-
lence in this country, if there is even one thing
that we can do to reduce it, if even one life can
be saved, we’ve got an obligation to try.
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resolved. Terrorist groups continue to engage
in activities that have the purpose or effect of
threatening the Middle East peace process and
that are hostile to United States interests in the
region. Such actions constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. Therefore, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
with respect to foreign terrorists who threaten
to disrupt the Middle East peace process and
to maintain in force the economic sanctions
against them to respond to this threat.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

My administration is taking a series of ac-
tions right away, from strengthening our back-
ground check system to helping schools hire
more resource officers if they want them, to di-
recting the Centers for Disease Control to
study the best ways to reduce gun violence.
But the truth is, making a real and lasting dif-
ference also requires Congress to act and act
SOOM.

First, it’s time for Congress to require a uni-
versal background check for anyone trying to
buy a gun. The law already requires licensed
gun dealers to perform these checks, but as
many as 40 percent of all gun purchases are
conducted without one. That’s not safe, it’s not
smart, and it’s not fair to responsible gun buy-
ers or sellers. An overwhelming majority of
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