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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Burma
May 2, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Burma that was declared
on May 20, 1997, is to continue in effect be-
yond May 20, 2013.

The Government of Burma has made signif-
icant progress in a number of critical areas, in-
cluding releasing hundreds of political prison-
ers, achieving cease-fire talks with the 11
armed ethnic groups, taking significant steps
toward eliminating press censorship, and en-
abling the participation of opposition parties in
the country’s political system.

Despite great strides that Burma has made
in its reform effort, the situation in the country
continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States. The political opening
is nascent, and concerns persist regarding re-
maining political prisoners, ongoing conflict
and human rights abuses in ethnic minority ar-
eas, and the country’s continued military rela-
tionship with the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea. The United States is committed to
supporting and strengthening Burma’s reform
efforts to ensure that the democratic transition
becomes irreversible. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency with respect to Burma.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the National Anthropology Museum in Mexico City, Mexico
May 3, 2013

Hola! Buenos dias! Please, please, every-
body, have a seat. It is wonderful to be back in
Mexico, lindo y querido. I bring with me the
greetings and friendship of the people of the
United States, including tens of millions of
proud Mexican Americans.

Now, this is my fourth visit to Mexico as
President. This is my second visit to this muse-
um. And each time that I come, I’ve been in-
spired by your culture and by the beauty of this
land, and most of all, by the Mexican people.
You’ve been so kind and gracious to me.
You’ve welcomed my wife Michelle here to el
DF. You’ve welcomed our daughter Malia and
her classmates to Oaxaca. And as a proud fa-

ther, I have to say that Malia’s Spanish is get-
ting very good. It helps that she’s smarter than
I am.

And it’s an honor to be back in Mexico City,
one of the world’s great cities. Es un placer es-
tar entre amigos.

And it’s fitting that we gather at this great
museum, which celebrates Mexico’s ancient
civilizations and their achievements in arts and
architecture, in medicine and mathematics. In
modern times, Mexico’s blend of cultures and
traditions found its expression in the murals of
Rivera and the paintings of Frida and the poet-
ry of Sor Juana and the essays of Octavio Paz.
And Paz once spoke words that capture the
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