
Apr. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

360

Now, none of this could have happened had
it not been for the extraordinary work that Mi-
chelle and Jill have engaged in over the last 2
years. And that’s a call that we’re renewing
here today. I’ve got to tell you, I’m proud of my
wife all the time. I could not be prouder of the
work that she and Jill have done in this effort.
They have put their heart and their soul into it;
they care about it deeply. They identify so
deeply with these military families because
they understand the sacrifices that they’re
making.

So with that, let me introduce a woman who
I’ve seen live out that message every day as a
wife and a mother, a tireless champion of mili-

tary families. Love her dearly: my wife, First
Lady Michelle Obama.

[At this point, the First Lady made remarks.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to PO David Padilla, USN,
who found employment through the Paralyzed
Veterans of America’s Operation PAVE pro-
gram; and Jill T. Biden, wife, and Joseph R.
“Beau” Biden III, son, of Vice President Joe
Biden. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of Vice President Biden, Mrs. Biden, PO Padil-
la, and the First Lady.

Statement on the Investiture of King Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands
April 30, 2013

On behalf of the American people, Michelle
and I congratulate His Majesty Willem-Alexan-
der on the occasion of his investiture as King of
the Netherlands, and we wish the very best to
him and Queen Maxima as they assume their
new roles. Our two nations share a rich history
and strong ties, and we enjoyed hosting the
royal couple at the White House in September
2009, when they visited the United States to

mark the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson’s
historic voyage. We also send our heartfelt ap-
preciation to Princess Beatrix for her steadfast
friendship, selfless service, and exemplary
leadership as she steps down after 33 years.
The Kingdom of the Netherlands is a valued
friend of the United States, and we look for-
ward to continuing our close cooperation in the
years to come.

Remarks on the Nomination of Representative Melvin L. Watt To Be
Director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency and Thomas E. Wheeler
To Be Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission
May 1, 2013

Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.
Thank you so much.

Well, good afternoon, everybody. And today
I’m proud to put forward two outstanding indi-
viduals who are going to help us grow our
economy, but are also going to be looking out
for the middle class.

Seven years after the housing bubble burst,
triggering the worst financial crisis of our life-
times and costing Americans millions of jobs
and, in some cases, their homes, our housing
market is finally beginning to heal. Construc-
tion is expanding; housing starts are up nearly

50 percent. Just yesterday we learned that
home prices in many cities are rising at the
fastest rate since 2006.

So we’re starting to see some bright spots in
one of the most important parts of our econo-
my. But I think everybody understands we’ve
still got more work to do. We’ve got more folks
to help. We’ve got responsible homeowners
who have never missed a payment, but aren’t
allowed to refinance. We’ve got working fami-
lies who are doing everything right, but still
owe more on their homes than they’re worth.
We’ve got young people who are trying to start
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