AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Jan. 15/ Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Statement on Signing the Department of State Rewards Program Update

and Technical Corrections Act of 2012

January 15, 2013

Today I signed into law S. 2318, the Depart-
ment of State Rewards Program Update and
Technical Corrections Act of 2012. This legis-
lation will enhance the ability of the U.S. Gov-
ernment to offer monetary rewards for infor-
mation that leads to the arrest or conviction of
foreign nationals accused by international
criminal tribunals of atrocity-related crimes
and of individuals involved in transnational or-
ganized crime.

This powerful new tool can be used to help
bring to justice perpetrators of the worst
crimes known to humankind. This includes in-
dividuals such as Joseph Kony and other lead-
ers of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), as
well as certain commanders of M23 and the
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of
Rwanda (FDLR). All of these individuals face
charges before international criminal tribunals
for horrific acts, including attacks on civilians,

Remarks on Gun Violence
January 16, 2013

Vice President Joe Biden. Before I begin to-
day, let me say to the families of the innocents
who were murdered 33 days ago, our heart
goes out to you. And you show incredible cour-
age—incredible courage—being here. And the
President and I are going to do everything in
our power to honor the memory of your chil-
dren and your wives with the work we take up
here today.

It’s been 33 days since the Nation’s heart
was broken by the horrific, senseless violence
that took place at Sandy Hook Elementary
School: twenty—twenty—beautiful first-grad-
ers gunned down in a place that’s supposed to
be their second sanctuary; six—six—members
of the staff killed trying to save those children.
It’s literally been hard for the Nation to com-
prehend, hard for the Nation to fathom.

And I know for the families who are here
that time is not measured in days, but it’s mea-

34

murder, the recruitment and use of child sol-
diers, and rape. We have made unmistakably
clear that the United States is committed to
seeing war criminals and other perpetrators of
atrocities held accountable for their crimes,
and today’s legislation can help us achieve that
goal.

The legislation also authorizes the U.S. Gov-
ernment to offer rewards for information lead-
ing to the arrest or conviction of individuals in-
volved in transnational organized crime, such
as money laundering and trafficking in per-
sons, arms, and illicit goods. This important
new tool will support my administration’s strat-
egy to combat transnational organized crime,
bolster our fight against the scourge of modern
slavery, and protect our national security.

NOTE: S. 2318, approved January 15, was as-
signed Public Law No. 112-283.

sured in minutes, in seconds, since you re-
ceived that news. Another minute without your
daughter. Another minute without your son.
Another minute without your wife. Another
minute without your mom.

I want to personally thank Chris and Lynn
McDonnell, who lost their beautiful daughter
Grace, and the other parents who I had a
chance to speak to, for their suggestions and
for—again, just for the courage of all of you to
be here today. I admire the grace and the re-
solve that you all are showing. And I must say
I've been deeply affected by your faith as well.
And the President and I are going to do every-
thing to try to match the resolve you’ve demon-
strated.

No one can know for certain if this senseless
act could have been prevented, but we all
know we have a moral obligation—a moral ob-
ligation—to do everything in our power to di-




minish the prospect that something like this
could happen again.

As the President knows, I've worked in this
field a long time, in the United States Senate,
having chaired a Committee that had jurisdic-
tion over these issues of guns and crime and
having drafted the first gun violence legisla-
tion—the last gun violence legislation, I should
say. And I have no illusions about what we’re
up against or how hard the task is in front of us.
But I also have never seen the Nation’s con-
science so shaken by what happened at Sandy
Hook. The world has changed, and it’s de-
manding action.

It’s in this context that the President asked
me to put together, along with Cabinet mem-
bers, a set of recommendations about how we
should proceed to meet that moral obligation
we have. And toward that end, the Cabinet
members and I sat down with 229 groups—not
just individuals, representing groups—=229
groups, from law enforcement agencies to
public health officials, to gun officials, to gun
advocacy groups, to sportsmen and hunters
and religious leaders. And T've spoken with
Members of Congress on both sides of the
aisle, had extensive conversation with mayors
and Governors and county officials.

And the recommendations we provided to
the President on Monday call for executive ac-
tions he could sign, legislation he could call for,
and long-term research that should be under-
taken. They’re based on the emerging consen-
sus we heard from all the groups with whom
we spoke, including some of you who are vic-
tims of this god-awful occurrence, ways to
keep guns out of the wrong hands, as well as
ways to take comprehensive action to prevent
violence in the first place.

We should do as much as we can, as quickly
as we can. And we cannot let the perfect be the
enemy of the good. So some of what you will
hear from the President will happen immedi-
ately; some will take some time. But we have
begun. And we are starting here today, and
we're resolved to continue this fight.

During the meetings that we held, we met
with a young man who’s here today; I think Co-
lin Goddard is here. Where are you, Colin?
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Colin was one of the survivors of the Virginia
Tech massacre. He was in the classroom. He
calls himself one of the lucky seven. And he’ll
tell you he was shot four times on that day, and
he has three bullets that are still inside him.

And when I asked Colin about what he
thought we should be doing, he said that, he
said: “I'm not here because of what happened
to me. I'm here because of what happened to
me keeps happening to other people and we
have to do something about it.”

Colin, we will. Colin, I promise you, we will.
This is our intention. We must do what we can
now. And there’s no person who is more com-
mitted to acting on this moral obligation we
have than the President of the United States of
America.

Ladies and gentlemen, President Barack
Obama.

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you, everybody. Please have a
seat. Good afternoon, everybody.

Let me begin by thanking our Vice Presi-
dent, Joe Biden, for your dedication, Joe, to
this issue, for bringing so many different voices
to the table. Because while reducing gun vio-
lence is a complicated challenge, protecting
our children from harm shouldn’t be a divisive
one.

Over the month since the tragedy in New-
town, we've heard from so many, and obvious-
ly, none have affected us more than the fami-
lies of those gorgeous children and their teach-
ers and guardians who were lost. And so we’re
grateful to all of you for taking the time to be
here and recognizing that we honor their
memories in part by doing everything we can
to prevent this from happening again.

But we also heard from some unexpected
people. In particular, I started getting a lot of
letters from kids. Four of them are here today:
Grant Fritz, Julia Stokes, Hinna Zeejah, and
Taejah Goode. They're pretty representative of
some of the messages that I got. These are
some pretty smart letters from some pretty
smart young people.

Hinna, a third-grader—you can go ahead
and wave, Hinna. Yes, you. [Laughter] Hinna
wrote: “I feel terrible for the parents who lost
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their children. . . . T love my country, and I
want everybody to be happy and safe.”

And then, Grant—go ahead and wave,
Grant. [Laughter] Grant said: “T think there
should be some changes. We should learn from
what happened at Sandy Hook. I feel really
bad.”

And then, Julia said—Julia, where are you?
There you go. “I'm not scared for my safety,
I'm scared for others. I have four brothers and
sisters, and I know I would not be able to bear
the thought of losing any of them.”

These are our kids. This is what theyre
thinking about. And so what we should be
thinking about is our responsibility to care for
them and shield them from harm and give
them the tools they need to grow up and do ev-
erything that they’re capable of doing, not just
to pursue their own dreams, but to help build
this country. This is our first task as a society:
keeping our children safe. This is how we will
be judged. And their voices should compel us
to change.

And that's why, last month, I asked Joe to
lead an effort, along with members of my Cab-
inet, to come up with some concrete steps we
can take right now to keep our children safe, to
help prevent mass shootings, to reduce the
broader epidemic of gun violence in this coun-
try.

And we can’t put this off any longer. Just last
Thursday, as TV networks were covering one
of Joe’s meetings on this topic, news broke of
another school shooting, this one in California.
In the month since 20 precious children and 6
brave adults were violently taken from us at
Sandy Hook Elementary, more than 900 of our
fellow Americans have reportedly died at the
end of a gun—900 in the past month. And ev-
ery day we wait, that number will keep grow-
ing.

So I'm putting forward a specific set of pro-
posals based on the work of Joe’s Task Force.
And in the days ahead, I intend to use whatev-
er weight this office holds to make them a real-
ity. Because while there is no law or set of laws
that can prevent every senseless act of violence
completely, no piece of legislation that will
prevent every tragedy, every act of evil, if there
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is even one thing we can do to reduce this vio-
lence, if there is even one life that can be
saved, then we’ve got an obligation to try.

And I'm going to do my part. As soon as I'm
finished speaking here, I will sit at that desk,
and I will sign a directive giving law enforce-
ment, schools, mental health professionals, and
the public health community some of the tools
they need to help reduce gun violence.

We will make it easier to keep guns out of
the hands of criminals by strengthening the
background check system. We will help
schools hire more resource officers, if they
want them, and develop emergency prepared-
ness plans. We will make sure mental health
professionals know their options for reporting
threats of violence, even as we acknowledge
that someone with a mental illness is far more
likely to be a victim of violent crime than the
perpetrator.

And while year after year, those who oppose
even modest gun safety measures have threat-
ened to defund scientific or medical research
into the causes of gun violence, I will direct the
Centers for Disease Control to go ahead and
study the best ways to reduce it. And Congress
should fund research into the effects that vio-
lent video games have on young minds. We
don’t benefit from ignorance. We don’t benefit
from not knowing the science of this epidemic
of violence.

Now, these are a few of the 23 executive ac-
tions that I'm announcing today. But as impor-
tant as these steps are, they are in no way a
substitute for action from Members of Con-
gress. To make a real and lasting difference,
Congress, too, must act, and Congress must act
soon. And I'm calling on Congress to pass
some very specific proposals right away.

First, it’s time for Congress to require a uni-
versal background check for anyone trying to
buy a gun. The law already requires licensed
gun dealers to run background checks, and
over the last 14 years, that’s kept 1.5 million of
the wrong people from getting their hands on a
gun. But it’s hard to enforce that law when as
many as 40 percent of all gun purchases are
conducted without a background check. That’s



not safe. That’s not smart. It’s not fair to re-
sponsible gun buyers or sellers.

If you want to buy a gun—whether it’s from
a licensed dealer or a private seller—you
should at least have to show you are not a felon
or somebody legally prohibited from buying
one. This is common sense. And an over-
whelming majority of Americans agree with us
on the need for universal background checks,
including more than 70 percent of the National
Rifle Association’s members, according to one
survey. So there’s no reason we can’t do this.

Second, Congress should restore a ban on
military-style assault weapons and a 10-round
limit for magazines. The type of assault rifle
used in Aurora, for example, when paired with
high-capacity magazines, has one purpose: to
pump out as many bullets as possible, as quick-
ly as possible; to do as much damage, using
bullets often designed to inflict maximum
damage.

And that’s what allowed the gunman in Au-
rora to shoot 70 people—70 people—killing 12
in a matter of minutes. Weapons designed for
the theater of war have no place in a movie
theater. A majority of Americans agree with us
on this.

And by the way, so did Ronald Reagan, one
of the staunchest defenders of the Second
Amendment, who wrote to Congress in 1994,
urging them—this is Ronald Reagan speak-
ing—urging them to listen to the American
public and to the law enforcement community
and support a ban on the further manufacture
of military-style assault weapons.

And finally, Congress needs to help, rather
than hinder, law enforcement as it does its job.
We should get tougher on people who buy
guns with the express purpose of turning
around and selling them to criminals. And we
should severely punish anybody who helps
them do this. Since Congress hasn’t confirmed
a Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms in 6 years, they should confirm
Todd Jones, who will be—who has been Act-
ing, and I will be nominating for the post.

And at a time when budget cuts are forcing
many communities to reduce their police
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force, we should put more cops back on the job
and back on our streets.

Now, let me be absolutely clear. Like most
Americans, I believe the Second Amendment
guarantees an individual right to bear arms. I
respect our strong tradition of gun ownership
and the rights of hunters and sportsmen. There
are millions of responsible, law-abiding gun
owners in America who cherish their right to
bear arms for hunting or sport or protection or
collection.

I also believe most gun owners agree that we
can respect the Second Amendment while
keeping an irresponsible, law-breaking few
from inflicting harm on a massive scale. I be-
lieve most of them agree that if America
worked harder to keep guns out of the hands of
dangerous people, there would be fewer atroc-
ities like the one that occurred in Newtown.
That’s what these reforms are designed to do.
They're commonsense measures. They have
the support of the majority of the American
people.

And yet that doesn’t mean any of this is go-
ing to be easy to enact or implement. If it were,
we'd already have universal background
checks. The ban on assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines never would have been al-
lowed to expire. More of our fellow Americans
might still be alive, celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries and graduations.

This will be difficult. There will be pundits
and politicians and special interest lobbyists
publicly warning of a tyrannical, all-out assault
on liberty, not because that’s true, but because
they want to gin up fear or higher ratings or
revenue for themselves. And behind the
scenes, they’ll do everything they can to block
any commonsense reform and make sure noth-
ing changes whatsoever.

The only way we will be able to change is if
their audience, their constituents, their mem-
bership says this time must be different, that
this time, we must do something to protect our
communities and our kids.

I will put everything I've got into this, and so
will Joe. But I tell you, the only way we can
change is if the American people demand it.
And by the way, that doesn’t just mean from
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certain parts of the country. We're going to
need voices in those areas, in those congressio-
nal districts, where the tradition of gun owner-
ship is strong to speak up and to say this is im-
portant. It can’t just be the usual suspects. We
have to examine ourselves and our hearts and
ask ourselves what is important.

This will not happen unless the American
people demand it. If parents and teachers, po-
lice officers and pastors, if hunters and sports-
men, if responsible gun owners, if Americans
of every background stand up and say:
“Enough. We've suffered too much pain and
care too much about our children to allow this
to continue.” Then change will come. That’s
what it’s going to take.

In the letter that Julia wrote me, she said, “I
know that laws have to be passed by Congress,
but I beg you to try very hard.” [Laughter] Ju-
lia, T will try very hard. But she’s right: The
most important changes we can make depend
on congressional action. They need to bring
these proposals up for a vote, and the Ameri-
can people need to make sure that they do.

Get them on record. Ask your Member of
Congress if they support universal background
checks to keep guns out of the wrong hands.
Ask them if they support renewing a ban on
military-style assault weapons and high-capaci-
ty magazines. And if they say no, ask them why
not. Ask them what’s more important: doing
whatever it takes to get a A grade from the gun
lobby that funds their campaigns or giving par-
ents some peace of mind when they drop their
child off for first grade?

This is the land of the free, and it always will
be. As Americans, we are endowed by our Cre-
ator with certain inalienable rights that no man
or government can take away from us. But
we've also long recognized, as our Founders
recognized, that with rights come responsibili-
ties. Along with our freedom to live our lives as
we will comes an obligation to allow others to
do the same. We don’t live in isolation. We live
in a society, a government of and by and for the
people. We are responsible for each other.

The right to worship freely and safely, that
right was denied to Sikhs in Oak Creek, Wis-
consin. The right to assemble peacefully, that
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right was denied shoppers in Clackamas, Ore-
gon, and moviegoers in Aurora, Colorado. That
most fundamental set of rights to life and liber-
ty and the pursuit of happiness, fundamental
rights that were denied to college students at
Virginia Tech and high school students at Col-
umbine and elementary school students in
Newtown and kids on street corners in Chica-
go on too frequent a basis to tolerate and all
the families who've never imagined that they’d
lose a loved one to a bullet, those rights are at
stake. We're responsible.

When I visited Newtown last month, I spent
some private time with many of the families
who lost their children that day. And one was
the family of Grace McDonnell. Grace’s par-
ents are here. Grace was 7 years old when she
was struck down, just a gorgeous, caring, joyful
little girl. I'm told she loved pink. She loved
the beach. She dreamed of becoming a paint-
er.

And so, just before I left, Chris, her father,
gave me one of her paintings, and I hung it in
my private study just off the Oval Office. And
every time I look at that painting, I think about
Grace. And I think about the life that she lived
and the life that lay ahead of her, and most of
all, T think about how, when it comes to pro-
tecting the most vulnerable among us, we must
act now. For Grace. For the 25 other innocent
children and devoted educators who had so
much left to give. For the men and women in
big cities and small towns who fall victim to
senseless violence each and every day. For all
the Americans who are counting on us to keep
them safe from harm. Let’s do the right thing.
Let’s do the right thing for them and for this
country that we love so much.

Thank you. Let’s sign these orders.

[At this point, the President signed memoran-
dums to increase research by Federal agencies
into the causes and prevention of gun violence,
improve the availability of records to the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check
System, and strengthen firearms tracing efforts
by Federal law enforcement agencies. ]

All right, there we go.



NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:52 a.m. in the South Court Auditorium of
the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Secre-
tary of Education Arne Duncan; Attorney
General Eric H. Holder, Jr.; Secretary of
Homeland Security Janet A. Napolitano; Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services Kathleen
Sebelius; and James E. Holmes, accused gun-
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man in the July 20, 2012, shootings at the Cen-
tury 16 multiplex in Aurora, CO. Vice Presi-
dent Biden referred to Colin Goddard, assis-
tant director for legislative affairs, Brady Cam-
paign To Prevent Gun Violence. He also
referred to the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994. The memorandums
are listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Statement on the Resignation of Kenneth L. Salazar as Secretary of the Interior

January 16, 2013

I want to thank Ken for his hard work and
leadership on behalf of the American people.
As the Secretary of the Interior, Ken has
helped usher in a new era of conservation for
our Nation’s land, water, and wildlife.

Ken has played an integral role in my admin-
istration’s successful efforts to expand responsi-
ble development of our Nation’s domestic ener-
gy resources. In his work to promote renewable
energy projects on our public lands and increase
the development of oil and gas production, Ken

has ensured that the Department’s decisions are
driven by the best science and promote the
highest safety standards. Ken has also made his-
toric strides in strengthening our nation-to-na-
tion relationship with Indian Country, helping
to resolve longstanding disputes and make tribal
communities safer and stronger.

I have valued Ken’s friendship since we both
entered the Senate in 2005, and I look forward
to receiving his counsel even after he returns
to his home State of Colorado.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty
and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

January 16, 2013
Dear

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the Cu-
ban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIB-
ERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-114)
(the “Act”), I hereby determine and report to
the Congress that suspension, for 6 months be-
yond February 1, 2013, of the right to bring an
action under title IIT of the Act is necessary to
the national interests of the United States and
will expedite a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Barbara A.
Mikulski, chairman, and W. Thad Cochran,
vice chairman, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; John F. Kerry, chairman, and Robert
P. Corker, Jr., ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations; Harold D. Rog-
ers, chairman, and Nita M. Lowey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropria-
tions; and Edward R. Royce, chairman, and El-
iot L. Engel, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.
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