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Statement on Armenian Remembrance Day

April 24, 2013

Today we commemorate the Meds Yeghern
and honor those who perished in one of the
worst atrocities of the 20th century. Ninety-
eight years ago, 1.5 million Armenians were
massacred or marched to their deaths in the fi-
nal days of the Ottoman Empire. We pause to
reflect on the lives extinguished and remember
the unspeakable suffering that occurred. In so
doing, we are joined by millions across the
world and in the United States, where it is sol-
emnly commemorated by our States, institu-
tions, communities, and families. We also re-
mind ourselves of our commitment to ensure
that such dark chapters of history are not re-
peated.

I have consistently stated my own view of
what occurred in 1915, and my view has not
changed. A full, frank, and just acknowledge-
ment of the facts is in all of our interests. Na-
tions grow stronger by acknowledging and
reckoning with painful elements of the past,
thereby building a foundation for a more just
and tolerant future. We appreciate this lesson

in the United States, as we strive to reconcile
some of the darkest moments in our own histo-
ry. We recognize those courageous Armenians
and Turks who have already taken this path
and encourage more to do so, with the backing
of their Governments and mine.

The history and legacy of the Armenian peo-
ple is marked by an indomitable spirit and a
great resiliency in the face of tremendous ad-
versity and suffering. The United States is
stronger for the contributions Armenian Amer-
icans have made to our society, our culture,
and our communities. In small measure, we re-
turn that contribution by supporting the Arme-
nian people as they work toward building a na-
tion that would make their ancestors proud:
one that cherishes democracy and respect for
human liberty and dignity.

Today we stand with Armenians everywhere
in recalling the horror of the Meds Yeghern,
honoring the memory of those lost, and affirm-
ing our enduring commitment to the people of
Armenia.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Sylvia Mathews Burwell as Director of

the Office of Management and Budget

April 24, 2013

I am pleased that the Senate took bipartisan
action today to confirm Sylvia Mathews Burwell
as the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget. Sylvia shares my commitment to
growing our economy, shrinking our deficits in a
balanced way, and reigniting a rising, thriving
middle class. Sylvia has spent a career fighting
for working families, and she was part of an

OMB team that presided over three budget sur-
pluses in a row. Her experience will be especial-
ly important as we continue our efforts to re-
place the indiscriminate budget cuts that are al-
ready starting to cost jobs, hurt families, and in-
convenience Americans. Sylvia will be a key
member of my economic team, and I look for-
ward to working with her in the years ahead.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Dallas, Texas

April 24, 2013

Thank you so much. Well, let me begin by
thanking Naomi and Larry for opening up this
extraordinary home to all of us. It is wonderful
to see them again. And they’ve been such long-
time supporters. They were there back in the

day when many of you could not pronounce my
name. [Laughter] But they've just been great
friends and are active on so many fronts. Obvi-
ously, Larry is labor, and Naomi is manage-
ment—{laughter]—as is true in our household
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