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Statement on Immigration Reform
April 16, 2013

This afternoon Senators Schumer and Mc-
Cain briefed me on the bipartisan immigration
reform bill that they have drafted with their
colleagues in the Senate. This bill is clearly a
compromise, and no one will get everything
they wanted, including me. But it is largely
consistent with the principles that I have re-
peatedly laid out for comprehensive reform.
This bill would continue to strengthen security
at our borders and hold employers more ac-
countable if they knowingly hire undocument-
ed workers. It would provide a pathway to
earned citizenship for the 11 million individu-

als who are already in this country illegally.
And it would modernize our legal immigration
system so that we’re able to reunite families
and attract the highly skilled entrepreneurs
and engineers who will help create good pay-
ing jobs and grow our economy. These are all
commonsense steps that the majority of Amer-
icans support. I urge the Senate to quickly
move this bill forward, and as I told Senators
Schumer and McCain, I stand willing to do
whatever it takes to make sure that compre-
hensive immigration reform becomes a reality
as soon as possible.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces of the United Arab Emirates
April 16, 2013

In their meeting today at the White House,
President Obama and the UAE’s Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan reaffirmed their commitment to the
strong partnership and friendship between
their two countries.

The Crown Prince expressed his condolenc-
es for those who were affected by yesterday’s
attack in Boston.

The two leaders highlighted the expanding
ties between the United States and the UAE,
reflecting common strategic interests. The
Crown Prince thanked President Obama for the
United States’ leadership in the region, includ-
ing the President’s efforts to advance peace, se-
curity, and opportunity in the Middle East.

The President and Crown Prince pledged to
sustain the expanding economic ties between
the United States and the UAE, noting that the
UAE remains the United States’ largest export
market in the Middle East and a significant in-
vestor in the United States. The President
commended the UAE for hosting the success-
ful Global Entrepreneurship Summit in Dubai
last December, and both leaders highlighted
the importance of fostering broad-based eco-

nomic opportunity in the region, particularly
for young people. They also discussed the rela-
tionships the UAE is building with leading
U.S. institutions, including in education, health
care, and the arts.

The President and Crown Prince also reaf-
firmed their shared commitment to close de-
fense and security cooperation, including joint
training exercises, counterterrorism coopera-
tion and the deployment of interoperable U.S.
defense systems. The President expressed ap-
preciation for the UAE’s contributions to
NATO missions in Afghanistan and Libya. The
President and the Crown Prince also discussed
a range of regional challenges, including the
need for Iran to meet its international obliga-
tions with respect to its nuclear program, the
ongoing conflict in Syria, and countering the
threat of violent extremism.

The President and Crown Prince pledged to
continue to deepen the U.S.-UAE partnership
through close and regular consultations be-
tween the two countries.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.
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