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of the best hospitals in the world and the med-
ical students who hurried to help, saying,
“When we heard, we all came in”; the priests
who opened their churches and ministered to
the hurt and the fearful; and the good people
of Boston who opened their homes to the vic-
tims of this attack and those shaken by it.

So if you want to know who we are, what
America is, how we respond to evil, that’s it:
selflessly, compassionately unafraid.

In the coming days, we will pursue every ef-
fort to get to the bottom of what happened.
And we will continue to remain vigilant. I've
directed my administration to take appropriate
security measures to protect the American
people. And this is a good time for all of us to
remember that we all have a part to play in
alerting authorities: If you see something sus-
picious, speak up.

I have extraordinary confidence in the men
and women of the FBI, the Boston Police De-
partment, and the other agencies that respond-
ed so heroically and effectively in the after-
math of yesterday’s events. I'm very grateful
for the leadership of Governor Patrick and
Mayor Menino. And I know that even as we
protect our people and aggressively pursue this
investigation, the people of Boston will contin-
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ue to respond in the same proud and heroic
way that they have thus far, and their fellow
Americans will be right there with them.

Thank you very much. And you can expect
further briefings from our law enforcement of-
ficials as the day goes on. When we have more
details, they will be disclosed. What T've indi-
cated to you is what we know now. We know it
was bombs that were set off. We know that ob-
viously they did some severe damage. We do
not know who did them. We do not know
whether this was an act of an organization or an
individual or individuals. We dont have a
sense of motive yet. So everything else at this
point is speculation. But as we receive more in-
formation, as the FBI has more information, as
our counterterrorism teams have more infor-
mation, we will make sure to keep you and the
American people posted. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Dorchester, MA, resident Martin Richard,
who was killed in the attack. The related proc-
lamation is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Statement on Israeli Independence Day

April 16, 2013

On the 65th anniversary of the founding of
the State of Israel, I join my fellow Americans
in wishing the Israeli people a joyous Indepen-
dence Day. On this date 65 years ago, the Jew-
ish people realized their dream of the ages: to
be masters of their fate in their own sovereign
state. From that moment on, a free and inde-
pendent Israel has had no greater friend and
ally than the United States. As I said during my
visit to Israel last month, our two nations stand
together because it makes our countries safer,
stronger, and more prosperous, and it makes
the world a better place.

Among the many memories I will always
cherish from my visit will be my time at Mount
Herzl. There, I was honored to pay tribute to
Theodor Herzl, who did so much to realize the
dream of an independent Israel, to the Presi-
dents and Prime Ministers who guided her,
and to those in uniform who have laid down
their lives to protect her. The strong and pros-
perous Israel we see today proves Herzl’s vi-
sion: “If you will it, it is no dream.” On this an-
niversary, we reaffirm the unbreakable alliance
between our two nations and our shared deter-
mination to realize the dreams of our people to
live in security and peace.
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