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don’t think he was joking. I think that’s true.
[Laughter]

This title also belongs to everyone who
helped these young men get to where they are
today: family and friends, high school coaches
and loved ones, trainers, staff, grocers. [Laugh-
ter] These guys eat a lot. It belongs to every
student who came to every game, all the fans
who yelled “Roll Tide” at kickoff and cheered
on the Million Dollar Band.

In Miami, on the night the Tide won the
championship, one Notre Dame fan apparent-
ly asked if “Roll Tide” is a noun or a verb, to
which another fan dressed head to toe in crim-
son replied, “It’s a way of life.” [Laughter]

And that way of life has created legends like
Bear Bryant and Joe Namath. It’s also a legacy
carried on by this team and generations of fans
who will fill Bryant-Denny Stadium to the raf-
ters on Saturday afternoons.

So, obviously, everybody here has a lot to be
proud of. I want to congratulate Alabama one
more time on a great season. I want to wish the
players luck who will be taking part in the NFL
draft next year. And since I’ll be around for 4
more football seasons, I expect I just might see
these guys again before I leave.

So roll Tide! Thank you.
Coach.
Head Coach Nicholas L. Saban. Mr. Presi-

dent, we certainly appreciate what you do for

our country. It’s certainly special for you to
take the time to honor out team, which we’re
very proud of their accomplishments relative
to all of our fans, all of our supporters, all of
our coaches and players. And this is really a
special occasion and something you never real-
ly get used to. So we really appreciate it.

And we do have something that we want to
present you with today.

[At this point, the President was presented with
a jersey.]

Coach Saban. And I might say, we’re kind of
keeping inventory of what we’ve been giving
you, and now you have a full uniform. You’re
an official member of the team. [Laughter]
And I will have a meeting later with you to de-
cide how much playing time you’re going to
get. [Laughter]

The President. I think we should keep me on
the bench. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. on the
South Portico at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to John B. Swarbrick, Jr.,
vice president and director of athletics, Uni-
versity of Notre Dame; and Raymond Anthony
“A.J.” McCarron, Jr., quarterback, and Barrett
Jones, offensive lineman, University of Ala-
bama football team.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in Boston, Massachusetts
April 15, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. Earlier today I
was briefed by my homeland security team on
the events in Boston. We’re continuing to
monitor and respond to the situation as it un-
folds. And I’ve directed the full resources of
the Federal Government to help State and lo-
cal authorities protect our people, increase se-
curity around the United States as necessary,
and investigate what happened.

The American people will say a prayer for
Boston tonight, and Michelle and I send our
deepest thoughts and prayers to the families of
the victims in the wake of this senseless loss.

We don’t yet have all the answers. But we do
know that multiple people have been wound-
ed, some gravely, in explosions at the Boston
Marathon.

I’ve spoken to FBI Director Mueller and
Secretary of Homeland Security Napolitano,
and they’re mobilizing the appropriate re-
sources to investigate and to respond.

I’ve updated leaders of Congress in both
parties, and we reaffirmed that on days like
this, there are no Republicans or Democrats;
we are Americans, united in concern for our
fellow citizens.
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I’ve also spoken with Governor Patrick and
Mayor Menino and made it clear that they
have every single Federal resource necessary
to care for the victims and counsel the families.
And above all, I made clear to them that all
Americans stand with the people of Boston.

Boston police, firefighters, and first re-
sponders, as well as the National Guard, re-
sponded heroically and continue to do so as we
speak. It’s a reminder that so many Americans
serve and sacrifice on our behalf every single
day, without regard to their own safety, in dan-
gerous and difficult circumstances. And we sa-
lute all those who assisted in responding so
quickly and professionally to this tragedy.

We still do not know who did this or why.
And people shouldn’t jump to conclusions be-
fore we have all the facts. But make no mis-
take, we will get to the bottom of this. And we
will find out who did this; we’ll find out why
they did this. Any responsible individuals, any
responsible groups will feel the full weight of
justice.

Today is a holiday in Massachusetts, Patri-
ots’ Day. It’s a day that celebrates the free and
fiercely independent spirit that this great
American city of Boston has reflected from the
earliest days of our Nation. And it’s a day that
draws the world to Boston’s streets in a spirit of
friendly competition. Boston is a tough and re-
silient town. So are its people. I’m supremely
confident that Bostonians will pull together,
take care of each other, and move forward as
one proud city. And as they do, the American
people will be with them every single step of
the way.

You should anticipate that as we get more
information, our teams will provide you brief-
ings. We’re still in the investigation stage at
this point. But I just want to reiterate, we will
find out who did this, and we will hold them
accountable.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:11 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. 

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in Boston, Massachusetts
April 16, 2013

Good morning, everybody. I’ve just been
briefed by my national security team, including
FBI Director Mueller, Attorney General
Holder, Secretary Napolitano, and my Coun-
terterrorism and Homeland Security Adviser
Lisa Monaco, on the attacks in Boston. We
continue to mobilize and deploy all appropri-
ate law enforcement resources to protect our
citizens and to investigate and to respond to
this attack.

Obviously, our first thoughts this morning
are with the victims, their families, and the city
of Boston. We know that two explosions grave-
ly wounded dozens of Americans and took the
lives of others, including a 8-year-old boy.

This was a heinous and cowardly act. And
given what we now know about what took
place, the FBI is investigating it as an act of
terrorism. Any time bombs are used to target
innocent civilians, it is an act of terror. What
we don’t yet know, however, is who carried out

this attack, or why, whether it was planned and
executed by a terrorist organization, foreign or
domestic, or was the act of a malevolent indi-
vidual. That’s what we don’t yet know. And
clearly, we’re at the beginning of our investiga-
tion.

It will take time to follow every lead and de-
termine what happened. But we will find out.
We will find whoever harmed our citizens, and
we will bring them to justice.

We also know this: The American people re-
fuse to be terrorized. Because what the world
saw yesterday in the aftermath of the explo-
sions were stories of heroism and kindness and
generosity and love: exhausted runners who
kept running to the nearest hospital to give
blood and those who stayed to tend to the
wounded, some tearing off their own clothes to
make tourniquets; the first responders who ran
into the chaos to save lives; the men and wom-
en who are still treating the wounded at some
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