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Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the
United Nations
April 11, 2013

President Obama. Well, it is wonderful to
have the opportunity to welcome my good
friend, Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions Ban Ki-moon, to the Oval Office. He and
I consult quite frequently and in various multi-
lateral settings, but this has been a useful op-
portunity for us to talk more specifically about
how the United States and the United Nations
can work together.

Let me first of all say that I think I speak for
world leaders in a wide variety of countries
when I say that the Secretary-General has
shown outstanding leadership during what has
been one of the most challenging and turbu-
lent times in international affairs. I think he’s
fairminded. I think he has shown a willingness
to tackle tough issues and to speak hard truths,
and I very much appreciate personally the
work that he’s done.

Sometimes, people ask why the United
States is so devoted to the United Nations, and
obviously, beyond the fact that we helped set
up the United Nations, what was true 60, 70
years ago is still true today. And that is that
without a forum for discussion, negotiation,
and diplomacy, the world is a worse place, and
it is very much in the United States interests to
ensure that international norms, rules of the
road, and humanitarian norms are observed.
And the United Nations gives us a critical op-
portunity to try to prevent conflict, create
peace, maintain stability—all of which ulti-
mately is good for America’s security and
America’s prosperity.

We discussed a wide range of issues during
this meeting. We started with Syria, where ob-
viously the humanitarian crisis has gotten
worse. And Secretary-General Ban and I
shared the view that we are at a critical junc-
ture, that it is important for us to bring about
an effective political transition that would re-
spect the rights of all Syrians, and that in the
interim, it’s important for us to try to eliminate
some of the carnage that’s been taking place
directed at civilians and noncombatants.

And so we’ll be strategizing about how the
United Nations—or the United States, which
is the largest donor to the humanitarian assis-
tance in Syria and is also a strong supporter of
the more moderate elements of the Syrian op-
position, can work together with the United
Nations to bring about if not a full resolution to
the crisis, at least an improvement for the peo-
ple of Syria and lay the foundation for a kind of
political transition that is necessary.

We had an opportunity to discuss North Ko-
rea, where the Secretary-General obviously has
an important political interest, but also a per-
sonal interest as a native of the Republic of Ko-
rea. And we both agree that now is the time for
North Korea to end the kind of belligerent ap-
proach that they’ve been taking and to try to
lower temperatures. Nobody wants to see a
conflict on the Korean Peninsula. But it’s im-
portant for North Korea, like every other coun-
try in the world, to observe the basic rules and
norms that are set forth, including a wide vari-
ety of U.N. resolutions that have passed. And
we will continue to try to work to resolve some
of those issues diplomatically, even as I indicat-
ed to the Secretary-General that the United
States will take all necessary steps to protect its
people and to meet our obligations under our
alliances in the region.

We talked about Middle East peace, where
there is at least a window of opportunity for
both Israelis and Palestinians to get back to the
peace table. And we explored how the United
States, as a strong friend of Israel and a sup-
porter of a Palestinian state, can work with the
United Nations and other multilateral bodies
to try to move that process forward.

And we also had an opportunity to talk more
broadly about an issue that affects every coun-
try, and that is climate change. And I appreci-
ate very much the Secretary-General’s leader-
ship on that front.

The last point I’d make is that the Secretary-
General has actually shown significant progress
in U.N. reform, making the institution more



Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Apr. 11

297

efficient, more effective. I think the Secretary-
General would be the first to acknowledge that
there is more work to do on that front, but he is
making an earnest effort in making progress.
And we very much appreciate that and encour-
age that to continue, because we think we need
a strong, healthy United Nations, but at a time
when all the member countries are under se-
vere fiscal constraints, we want to make sure
obviously that the United Nations is operating
as efficiently as possible.

So, overall, I found it to be a very useful
conversation, and I want to thank, once again,
the Secretary-General for his leadership. The
Secretary-General has been quoted as saying
that there is no opt-out clause to the great chal-
lenges that we face around the world, and I as-
sured him that the United States of America,
as the largest economy and the most powerful
military in the world, has no intention of opting
out any time soon.

We have a deep interest in making sure that
the United Nations and the various interna-
tional institutions that we have are functioning
effectively, because when they do, the United
States does well and all its partner countries do
well. And so I’m looking forward to continuing
to support his efforts in any way that I can.

Thank you very much.
Secretary-General Ban. Thank you, thank

you very much, Mr. President. I really appreci-
ate President Obama for inviting me to the
Oval Office, and I really appreciate your global
leadership to make this world more peaceful,
more prosperous, and where all human rights
are protected and respected.

The United Nations and the United States
share common goals in peace and security, hu-
man rights, and development. In that regard, I
really appreciate such a strong leadership and
cooperation and support of the U.S. Govern-
ment and President Obama. You and the
American people care about the world of jus-
tice, freedom, and opportunity for all. I am
very confident that the partnership between
the United Nations and the United States is
now making very solid foundation and strong
and stronger, and I count on your continuing
support on that.

As President Obama has just explained in
detailed manner, I do not have much to add to
all the subjects, but if I may just say a few
words from my own perspective as the Secre-
tary-General. On Syria, this is the most trou-
bling situation, where all the leaders of the
world should really take much more strength-
ened leadership on. I have asked President
Obama to demonstrate and exercise his stron-
ger leadership in working together with the key
partners of the Security Council.

As the Secretary-General, I have been work-
ing very closely with Joint Special Representa-
tive, Lakhdar Brahimi, and I will continue to
do that. Unfortunately, this crisis, having en-
tered a third year, in the absence of a political
solution, we have seen well over 70,000 people
be killed and more than 50 percent of schools,
hospitals, and all infrastructures have been de-
stroyed. More than 6 million people have been
internally displaced, and we have 1.3 million
refugees around the neighboring countries of
Syria. This continuing military struggle as well
as intensifying this sectarian war make us really
worried that unless we stop this violence, this
whole Syrian society may be destroyed. We
have been mobilizing all possible humanitarian
assistance, and I really appreciate President
Obama and his Government’s very generous
support on this humanitarian assistance.

On chemical weapons investigation, it’s re-
grettable that the Syrian Government has re-
jected my offer to engage in an investigation.
This is my authority in accordance with the
General Assembly and Security Council reso-
lutions. I sincerely hope that the Syrian Gov-
ernment will allow so that this investigation
team will be able to conduct investigation, as
requested by them. And I have received re-
quests from other member states. That’s why I
have already assembled very experienced ex-
perts as a team. They are now ready. They can
be deployed any time soon. So this is my origi-
nal plan.

On the situation in and around the Korean
Peninsula, I am deeply concerned, and we
share such a grave concern together on these
continuing tensions on the Korean Peninsula. I
urge the D.P.R.K. authorities to refrain from
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making any further provocative—[inaudible]—
and rhetoric. This is not helpful. And I really
highly commended President Obama’s firm,
principled, but measured response in close
consultation with the Republic of Korea Gov-
ernment and with strong engagement with
neighboring countries like China.

We hope that more of the countries, includ-
ing China, who may have influence over North
Korea, can exercise their leadership and influ-
ence so that this situation will be resolved
peacefully. First and foremost, tension levels
must come down. North Korea should not con-
front the international community as they are
now doing. I hope that concerned parties, in-
cluding the United States, China, the Republic
of Korea, and Russia, and Japan will continue
to work together on this matter.

On Middle East, I really appreciate Presi-
dent Obama’s initiative to visit the region. We
need to do more of our efforts to fully utilize

the generated momentum by President
Obama’s visit so that a two-state solution can
be successfully implemented as soon as possi-
ble.

On climate change, I intend to work very
closely with the member states so that the le-
gally binding global treaty can be achieved by
the end of 2015. And for that possible—to fa-
cilitate this process, I intend to convene a lead-
ers meeting sometime next year. I have invited
President Obama. I invited him to play a very
important leadership role for humanity.

As far as the United Nations reform is con-
cerned, we will continue to make this organiza-
tion more effective, efficient, accountable, and
more trustworthy. I thank you for your leader-
ship.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:47 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks on Presenting the Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the United
States Naval Academy Midshipmen
April 12, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody. Hello.
Please, everybody have a seat. Well, good af-
ternoon. Welcome to the White House.

I want to start by recognizing Coach Ken
Niumatalolo, my fellow Hawaiian, for being
here once again. Where is he? There he is right
here. [Laughter] Hard to miss him. Give him a
big round of applause. I also want to recognize
Vice Admiral Mike Miller, the Superintendent
of the Naval Academy, for his outstanding ser-
vice to our country and for keeping all of you
guys in line. [Laughter]

Now, it is my pleasure to welcome the Navy
Midshipmen back to the White House to re-
ceive the Commander in Chief’s Trophy again.
They have now won 19 of their last 21 games
against the other service academies, making
this their eighth trip here in 10 years. And so
Michelle and I were thinking about just leaving
the key under the rug. [Laughter]

This season, you finished 8 and 5, earned
your ninth bowl appearance in the last 10

years. But perhaps most importantly, after a 2-
year break, you achieved that very first goal
you set at the start of every season: You beat
Air Force, you beat Army, and lugged this 170-
pound trophy back to Annapolis.

Against Air Force, you lost your quarterback
to an injury in the middle of the game. You
trailed by eight points in the fourth quarter.
But freshman quarterback Keenan Reynolds
took over and led you back in overtime. That’s
when an unlikely hero, offensive lineman Jake
Zuzek, gave you a——

Team members. Zu!
The President. Zu!
——gave you a 28–21 win when he recov-

ered a fumbled snap in the end zone for his
first-ever touchdown. [Laughter] I’m not sure
Coach called the fumblerooski, but I bet that
Jake will take it anyway.

That set up a winner-take-all game with Ar-
my to end the season. Down three entering the
fourth quarter, Keenan again led the come-
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