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simple and more fair so that the wealthiest in-
dividuals and biggest corporations cannot keep
taking advantage of loopholes and deductions
that most Americans don’t get. That’s the bot-
tom line.

If you're serious about deficit reduction,
then there’s no excuse to keep these loopholes
open. They don’t serve an economic purpose.
They don’t grow our economy. They don’t put
people back to work. All they do is to allow
folks, who are already well off and well con-
nected, game the system. If anyone thinks T'll
finish the job of deficit reduction on the backs
of middle class families or through spending
cuts alone that actually hurt our economy
short-term, they should think again.

When it comes to deficit reduction, I've al-
ready met Republicans more than halfway. So
in the coming days and weeks, I hope that Re-
publicans will come forward and demonstrate
that they're really as serious about the deficits
and debt as they claim to be.

So, growing our economy, creating jobs,
shrinking our deficits, keeping our promise to
the generation that made us great, but also in-
vesting in the next generation, the next genera-
tion that will make us even greater. These are
not conflicting goals. We can do them in con-
cert. That's what my budget does. That’s why
I'm so grateful for the great work that Jeff
Zients and his team have done in shaping this
budget. The numbers work. There’s not a lot of
smoke and mirrors in here.

And if we can come together, have a serious,
reasoned debate—not driven by politics—and
come together around common sense and
compromise, then I'm confident we'll move
this country forward and leave behind some-
thing better for our children. That’s our task.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on Senate Action on Gun Control Legislation

April 10, 2013

I applaud Senators Joe Manchin and Pat
Toomey for their leadership on forging a bipar-
tisan agreement around commonsense back-
ground checks that will make it harder for dan-
gerous people to get their hands on a gun.

This is not my bill, and there are aspects
of the agreement that I might prefer to be
stronger. But the agreement does represent
welcome and significant bipartisan progress.
It recognizes that there are good people on
both sides of this issue, and we don’t have to
agree on everything to know that we've got

to do something to stem the tide of gun vio-
lence.

Of course, a lot of work remains. Congress
needs to finish the job. The Senate must over-
come obstruction by defeating a threatened fil-
ibuster and allow a vote on this and other com-
monsense reforms to protect our kids and our
communities. Any bill still has to clear the
House. So I'm going to keep asking the Ameri-
can people to stand up and raise their voices,
because these measures deserve a vote, and so
do the families and communities they're de-
signed to protect.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Sarah M.R. “Sally” Jewell as Secretary

of the Interior
April 10, 2013

I am pleased that today the Senate took bi-
partisan action to confirm Sally Jewell as our
next Secretary of the Interior. With her exten-
sive business experience, including her back-

292

ground in the energy sector, along with her
lifelong commitment to conservation, Sally is
the right person for this important job. She
brings an important mix of strong management



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:56:18-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




