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marks, he referred to Larry Page and Sergey
M. Brin, cofounders, Google Inc.; Eric D.
Isaacs, Director, Argonne National Laborato-

ry; Thom Mason, Director, Oak Ridge Nation-
al Laboratory; and A. Paul Alivisatos, Director,
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of
Singapore
April 2, 2013

President Obama. Well, it is a great pleasure
for me to welcome my good friend, Prime
Minister Lee, to the Oval Office. He and I
have had interacted in a whole range of inter-
national fora, and not surprisingly, he has prov-
en to be an outstanding partner for us on the
international stage, not surprising because Sin-
gapore and the United States have historically
had an extraordinary relationship. Singapore is
one of the most successful countries in the
world.

I think their progress and their development
over the last several decades has been an exam-
ple for many countries around the world. We
have extremely close military cooperation. And
I want to thank Singapore for all the facilities
that they provide that allow us to maintain our
effective Pacific presence.

They are an outstanding economic partner.
Over the last decade, since we signed our free
trade agreement, we have seen a doubling of
trade between our countries, and that creates
jobs here in the United States as well as in Sin-
gapore. As a leader in ASEAN and the East
Asia Summit, they’ve provided, I think, a
steady vision of how countries in the Pacific re-
gion can cooperate effectively for the prosperi-
ty and security of all and are strong promoters
of rules of the road and international norms
that the United States strongly supports.

And so, across the board, we have very
much appreciated the extraordinary relation-
ship between our two countries. And personal-
ly, I can tell you that there are very few world
leaders who I am more appreciative of, in
terms of their advice and counsel and thought-
ful analysis, than Prime Minister Lee.

And as we continue the process that we
called rebalancing when I first came into of-
fice, we’ve continued to seek out the advice

and good counsel of Singapore in how to effect
that in a way that creates not only strong secu-
rity, but also increase prosperity for both the
United States and the countries of the region.

So I’m very thankful for Singapore and its
partnership. I’m thankful for Prime Minister
Lee for his outstanding work. I’m grateful for
the people of Singapore. As many of you know,
I spent some time in my youth in this part of
the world and have a great fondness and affec-
tion for the people of Singapore. I’m extraordi-
narily pleased to see their great success, and
I’m looking forward to a very productive dis-
cussion about how we can continue to improve
prospects for people not just in the Asia-Pacific
region, but around the world.

So thank you very much, Mr. Prime Minis-
ter.

Prime Minister Lee. Well, thank you, Mr.
President. I’m very happy to be here in Wash-
ington during cherry blossom season and very
honored to be calling on the President so early
in his second term.

We have very good relations between Singa-
pore and the United States, grown in deep co-
operation. We work together in education, re-
search and development. We work together in
economic areas and trade. We work together
in counterterrorism and defense. And it’s a
comprehensive relationship, and we look for-
ward particularly in the next few weeks to wel-
coming the first littoral combat ship, which will
be arriving in Singapore, and we will be playing
host to it for a few months.

But more broadly, Singapore is very happy
that the U.S. and the Obama administration
has been putting greater emphasis on its rela-
tions with Asia, that it’s rebalancing towards
Asia, and that it’s engaging Asia across many
fronts, not just security, but also economics,
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also cultural and educational. And Singapore
would like to be of help in furthering this pro-
cess in deepening the relationship.

The TPP, the Trans-Pacific Partnership, is a
very important part of it, and we’re working on
that agenda now. There’s also work going on
deepening ASEAN’s relations with the United
States, which the President initiated when we
last met in November back then.

And there are other important bilateral rela-
tionships in Asia, including what is perhaps the
most important bilateral relationship in the
world, which is between the U.S. and China.
And we are happy that the administration’s at-
tention is focused on this, and Singapore will

do our part what we can to help America en-
gage the region constructively, productively,
and in a way which fosters stability and pros-
perity for all other countries.

So I’m very happy to be here, to be calling
on this President, and I hope I’ll have the op-
portunity to invite him to come and visit Singa-
pore before too long and for me to reciprocate
his wonderful hospitality.

President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-
erybody. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:14 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. 

Remarks on Gun Violence in Denver, Colorado
April 3, 2013

Everybody, please have a seat. Thank you.
Well, it is wonderful to be back in Colorado. It
is wonderful to be back in Denver. I want to
thank Chief White for that introduction.
You’ve got some outstanding elected officials
who are here today, and I want to acknowledge
them. First of all, a wonderful Governor, John
Hickenlooper is here. He’s here somewhere. I
know, because I just talked to him. [Laughter]
There he is. Next to him, an outstanding Lieu-
tenant Governor, Joe Garcia. One of the finest
young Senators in the country, Michael Bennet
is here. Terrific Members of the House of
Representatives: Ed Perlmutter and Diana
DeGette. And your own mayor, Michael Han-
cock, is here.

I want to say thank you to the Denver Police
for having me here, more importantly, for the
outstanding work that all of you do each and
every day to serve your communities and pro-
tect your citizens.

Before I came out here, I had a chance to sit
down with some local law enforcement, Attor-
ney General Holder, and some of the leaders I
just mentioned, the wonderful mayor of Auro-
ra who’s here, and sportsmen, parents, loved
ones of the victims of the shootings in Colum-
bine and Aurora. And we talked about what we
can do to protect more of our citizens from gun
violence.

And from the beginning of this effort, we’ve
wanted law enforcement front and center in
shaping this discussion and the reforms that
emerge from it, because law enforcement lives
this every day. Law enforcement are the first to
see the terrible consequences of any kind of vi-
olence, certainly gun violence: lives lost, fami-
lies broken, communities that are changed for-
ever. They’re very often in the line of fire. The
law enforcement knows what works and what
doesn’t, and so we wanted that experience and
that advice.

And it was also important for us to hear from
mayors like Steve Hogan, because he’s been on
the frontlines having to deal with these issues,
under incredibly sad circumstances. And I’ve
come to Denver today in particular because
Colorado is proving a model of what’s possible.

It’s now been just over 100 days since the
murder of 20 innocent children and 6 brave
educators in Newtown, Connecticut, an event
that shocked this country and, I think, galva-
nized parents all across the country to say,
we’ve got to do something more to protect our
kids. But consider this: Over those 100 days or
so, more than 100 times as many Americans
have fallen victim to gun violence. More than
2,000 of our fellow citizens, struck down, often
because they were just going about their daily
round. They weren’t doing anything special.
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