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Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
April 1, 2013

The President. Miss Jessica Sanchez, every-
body! Give her a big round of applause. Kid
President—give Kid President a big round of
applause. The Easter Bunny is here. Give Eas-
ter Bunny a big round of applause.

It is wonderful to see all of you. And I just
want to say welcome. You guys brought the
great weather. It was a little shaky this morn-
ing, but all of you did a great job sending a
message upstairs, and now we’ve got beautiful
weather.

And I now want to introduce the star of the
Obama family, my wife, the First Lady, Mi-
chelle Obama.

The First Lady. Thank you, Mr. President.
Thank you, Kid President, Robbie Novak. Isn’t
he wonderful? Robbie, we’re so proud to have
you here. You have been so inspiring. I can’t
imagine that there’s anyone who hasn’t seen
your video, right? You make us all want to work
hard and be better. That’s right. So you’re go-
ing to spend a little time in the Oval Office just
fixing things up for this President, aren’t you?
All right, well, it’s good to have you here.

And it’s great to have everyone here this
morning. We are so excited. The Easter egg
roll is the biggest event that we have here on

the South Lawn of the White House each year.
Today we’re going to have more than 30,000
people who will pass through this yard in cele-
bration of nutrition and health and activity.
And we could not do this if it were not for all of
our wonderful volunteers, our staff, all of the
terrific performers and athletes who have tak-
en time out of their lives and their busy days to
make this important. So we need to give all of
them a round of applause for all their hard
work. Yes, indeed!

So today we want you to have a great time.
We want you to run around. We want you to go
over and see the White House Garden. We
want you to learn about making tasty, healthy
food. We’re going to come down and do some
Easter egg roll. We’re going to read some sto-
ries. But overall, we want you guys to have a
good time and keep moving and be healthy.
And, kids, eat your vegetables, okay?

All right, you all, take care. We’ll see you
down there. Bye-bye. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. from
the South Portico at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to musician Jessica San-
chez, who sang the national anthem.

Remarks on Science and Technology
April 2, 2013

The President. Thank you so much. Thank
you, everybody. Please have a seat. Well, first
of all, let me thank Dr. Collins not just for the
introduction, but for his incredible leadership
at NIH. Those of you who know Francis also
know that he’s quite a gifted singer and musi-
cian. So I was asking whether he was going to
be willing to sing the introduction—[laugh-
ter]—and he declined.

But his leadership has been extraordinary.
And I’m glad I’ve been promoted Scientist in
Chief. [Laughter] Given my grades in physics,
I’m not sure it’s deserving, but I hold science

in proper esteem, so maybe that gives me a lit-
tle credit.

Today I’ve invited some of the smartest peo-
ple in the country, some of the most imagina-
tive and effective researchers in the country—
some very smart people—to talk about the
challenge that I issued in my State of the
Union Address: to grow our economy, to create
new jobs, to reignite a rising, thriving middle
class by investing in one of our core strengths,
and that’s American innovation.

Ideas are what power our economy. It’s
what sets us apart. It’s what America has been
all about. We have been a nation of dreamers
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