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That’s what this is about. And enough peo-
ple like Katerina and Corey and the rest of the
parents who are here today get involved, and if
enough Members of Congress take a stand for
cooperation and common sense and lead and
don’t get squishy because time has passed and
maybe it’s not on the news every single day, if
that’s who we are, if that’s our character, that
we’re willing to follow through on commit-
ments that we say are important—commit-
ments to each other and to our kids—then I’m
confident we can make this country a safer
place for all of them.

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Katerina Rodgaard, member,
Mothers Demand Action for Gun Sense in
America; Cleopatra Crowley-Pendleton, moth-
er of Hadiya Z. Pendleton, who was killed in
Chicago, IL, on January 29; Chris McDonnell,
father of Grace McDonnell, who was killed in
the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, CT, on December 14,
2012; and Corey T. Thornblad, social studies
teacher, Joyce Kilmer Middle School in Vienna,
VA.

Remarks Following a Meeting With African Leaders and an Exchange With
Reporters
March 28, 2013

The President. Well, it is a great pleasure to
welcome four leaders from Africa, all of whom
are doing extraordinary work: President Sall
from Senegal, President Banda from Malawi,
President Koroma from Sierra Leone, and
Prime Minister Neves from Cape Verde. 

The reason that I’m meeting with these four
is, they exemplify the progress that we’re see-
ing in Africa. All of them have had to deal with
some extraordinary challenges. Sierra Leone,
just 10 years ago, was in the midst of as brutal a
civil war as we’ve ever seen. And yet now we’ve
seen consecutive fair and free elections. And
under President Koroma’s leadership, we’ve
seen not only good governance, but also signif-
icant economic growth.

When you talk about Malawi, there was a
constitutional crisis just last year. And yet Pres-
ident Banda has not only been able to be in of-
fice and make sure that constitutional order
was restored, but has also made significant
progress on behalf of her people. And her per-
sonal story of overcoming a history of abuse
and leading women throughout her country, I
think, indicates the kinds of progress that can
be made when you’ve got strong leadership.

The same is true for His Excellency Presi-
dent Sall. There were some bumps in the road

in terms of transition from the previous Presi-
dent, and yet the Senegalese rose up at a grass-
roots level and sustained their democracy.

And Cape Verde is a real success story. We
were hearing from Prime Minister Neves
about the fact that just in a few decades,
they’ve moved from a per capita income of
maybe $200 a year to now $4,000 a year and
are now moving into the middle of the pack in
terms of development levels because of good
governance and management.

So what our discussion has focused on is,
number one, how do we continue to build on
strong democracies, how do we continue to
build on transparency and accountability. Be-
cause what we’ve learned over the last several
decades is that when you’ve got good gover-
nance—when you have democracies that work,
sound management of public funds, transpar-
ency and accountability to the citizens that put
leaders in place—it turns out that that is not
only good for the state and the functioning of
government, it’s also good for economic devel-
opment, because it gives people confidence, it
attracts business, it facilitates trade and com-
merce.

And all of these leaders have good stories to
tell on that. They recognize that there’s still
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more work to be done, and so I’m very pleased
that all of them are looking to move forward on
the Open Government Partnership that we
helped to organize through the United Nations
several years ago and that we are now seeing
countries from all across the world sign up for,
setting up international norms for accountabili-
ty and transparency that can lead to good gov-
ernance.

We also talked about the economic situa-
tion. And all of us recognize that, although Af-
rica has actually been growing faster than al-
most every other region of the world, it started
from a low baseline, and it still has a lot of work
to do. And that means building human capacity
and improving education and job skills for rap-
idly growing and young populations. It means
improving access to energy and transportation
sectors. And so we discussed how the United
States can continue to partner effectively with
each of these countries.

And then, we finally talked about young
people generally and how we can mobilize the
next generation of African leadership. And in-
dividuals like President Koroma have taken
great interest in finding additional ways that
we can recruit and engage young people not
only to get involved in public service, but also
to get involved in entrepreneurship that helps
build these countries.

And so my main message to each of these
leaders is that the United States is going to be a
strong partner, not based on the old model in
which we are a donor and they are simply a re-
cipient, but a new model that’s based on part-
nership and recognizing that no continent has
greater potential or greater upside than the
continent of Africa if they in fact have the kind
of strong leadership that these four individuals
represent.

And we intend to continue to engage with
them through a range of programs—through
the Millennium Challenge, through the
USAID, through the PEPFAR programs—but
we’re also looking for new models that can po-
tentially improve our bilateral relations even
more.

The last point I’d make: We all discussed
some of the regional challenges involved. Ob-

viously, economic development, prosperity
doesn’t happen if you have constant conflict.
And nobody knows that more than these indi-
viduals. Some, like President Koroma, has seen
that firsthand.

Now many of the threats are transnational.
You’ve seen terrorism infiltrate into the region.
We’ve seen drug cartels that are using West
Africa in particular as a transit point. All of this
undermines some of the progress that’s been
made, and so the United States will continue to
cooperate with each of these countries to try to
find smart solutions so that they can build ad-
ditional capacity and make sure that these can-
cers don’t grow in their region. And the United
States intends to be a strong partner for that.

So I just want to say to each of them, thank
you for your extraordinary work. You should
know that you have a great friend in the United
States, in the people of the United States, and
in the President of the United States, because
we believe that if you’re successful, that ulti-
mately will help us grow our economies and
contribute to a more peaceful world as well. So
thank you very much.

Thank you, guys.

Health of Former President Nelson R. Mandela
of South Africa

Q. Mandela? You can be brief.
The President. Well, obviously, we’re all

deeply concerned with Nelson Mandela’s
health. He’s a hero, I think, to all of us. I’m
sure that I speak for the other leaders here.
And we will be keeping him in our thoughts
and prayers and his entire family. He is as
strong physically as he’s been in character and
in leadership over so many decades, and hope-
fully, he will come out of this latest challenge.

But we all recognize that he has given every-
thing to his people, the people of South Africa,
to the people of the continent, and he’s ended
up being an inspiration to all of us. When you
think of a single individual that embodies the
kind of leadership qualities that I think we all
aspire to, the first name that comes up is Nel-
son Mandela, and so we wish him all the very
best.

Thank you, guys.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-

marks, he referred to former President Abdou-
laye Wade of Senegal.

Statement on the Nomination of General Philip M. Breedlove To Be
Supreme Allied Commander Europe
March 28, 2013

Today I am proud to announce my intention
to nominate General Philip Breedlove as the
next Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SA-
CEUR) and Commander of U.S. European
Command. For over three decades, General
Breedlove has served with distinction in as-
signments at all levels of the U.S. Air Force
and around the globe, from Washington to
Germany, Italy, Spain, and South Korea. As
Commander of U.S. Air Forces in Europe and
the Commander of NATO’s Allied Air Com-
mand, General Breedlove has established trust
and deep relations with our NATO allies and

partners, assets he will draw upon in taking on
this important new role on behalf of the Unit-
ed States and the alliance. 

If confirmed by the Senate, General Breed-
love will replace Admiral Jim Stavridis as the
Supreme Allied Commander in late Spring.
Admiral Stavridis has played an absolutely es-
sential role in strengthening the NATO alli-
ance to meet the challenges of the 21st centu-
ry, to include enhancing our collective capabil-
ities and partnerships. I am grateful for his
steadfast service on behalf of our country and
NATO.

Statement on the Decision of Mayor Thomas M. Menino of Boston,
Massachusetts, Not To Seek Reelection
March 28, 2013

Boston is the vibrant, welcoming, and
world-class city it is today because of Tom Me-
nino. For more than two decades, Mayor Me-
nino has served the city and every one of its
residents with extraordinary leadership, vision,
and compassion. His efforts to revitalize neigh-
borhoods, schools, and businesses, better inte-
grate police officers into their communities
and reduce gun violence, reach out to the

homeless and marginalized, and engage young
people in the life of their city has charted Bos-
ton on a course for a better future. No two
people wear their hearts on their sleeve for the
City of Boston and its people as openly as Tom
and Angela Menino. And as they depart City
Hall next year, Boston will be a better place to
live, work, and raise a family because of the
Meninos’ proud service to the city they love.

Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement
March 28, 2013

As Easter approaches, we mark the 15th an-
niversary of the signing of the Good Friday
agreement. The people of Northern Ireland
and their leaders have traveled a great distance
over the past 15 years. Step by step, they have
traded bullets for ballots, destruction and divi-
sion for dialogue and institutions, and pointed
the way toward a shared future for all. There is
urgent work still to be done, and there will be

more tests to come. There are still those few
who prefer to look backward rather than for-
ward, who prefer to inspire hate rather than
hope. The many who have brought Northern
Ireland this far must keep rejecting their call.
From building cross-community trust to bring-
ing opportunity to hard-to-reach communities
in Belfast and beyond, every citizen and every
political party needs to work together in service
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