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economy, and helping our country attract the
industries and jobs of tomorrow. Because of
his leadership, we have expanded high-speed

Internet access, fueled growth in the mobile

sector, and continued to protect the open In-
ternet as a platform for entrepreneurship and
free speech. I am grateful for his service and
friendship, and I wish Julius the best of luck.

Statement on the Withdrawal of the Nomination of Caitlin J. Halligan To Be

a Judge on the United States Court of
Circuit
March 22, 2013

Today I accepted Caitlin Halligan’s request
to withdraw as a nominee for the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit. I am deeply disappointed that even after
nearly 2% years, a minority of Senators contin-
ued to block a simple up-or-down vote on her
nomination. This unjustified filibuster ob-
structed the majority of Senators from ex-
pressing their support. I am confident that

Appeals for the District of Columbia

with Caitlin’s impressive qualifications and
reputation, she would have served with dis-
tinction.

The DC Circuit is considered the Nation’s
second highest court, but it now has more va-
cancies than any other circuit court. This is un-
acceptable. I remain committed to filling these
vacancies to ensure equal and timely access to
justice for all Americans.

The President’s News Conference With King Abdullah II of Jordan in

Amman, Jordan
March 22, 2013

King Abdullah. First of all, Mr. President, if
you allow me, on behalf of myself and all Jor-
danians, to welcome you and your distin-
guished delegation back here in Jordan. I fond-
ly remember your visit here several years ago
when you were a Senator, and it is a great de-
light to welcome you back to Jordan as the
President of the United States, enjoying your
second term.

We are delighted with the in-depth discus-
sions that were very, very fruitful on our strate-
gic and historic partnership, and you have been
an old friend, as has the United States, for so
many decades. We are very grateful to you, sir,
and the administration, as well as Congress and
the American people, for the continuous sup-
port that has been shown to Jordan over so
many years. And the U.S. assistance that has
helped us throughout so many years has al-
lowed us to get Jordan to where we are today
and, hopefully, will continue to help us ad-
vance our shared goals of development, securi-
ty, and regional peace.
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We did have the opportunity to discuss Syr-
ia. And obviously, we are all horrified by the
loss of life and the brutality of the conflict. We
are extremely concerned of the risk of pro-
longed sectarian conflict that—if it continues
as we're seeing—leads to the fragmentation of
Syria, which obviously will have disastrous con-
sequences on the region for generations to
come. Therefore, it is immediate—it is impor-
tant to have an immediate need for an inclusive
political transition that ends the conflict and
the threats that emanate from it.

What we are facing now, today, obviously is
an urgent need for the international communi-
ty to help in humanitarian assistance to catch
up to the challenges that we are facing, as the
countries bordering Syria. And not only do we
need to look at the ability to stockpile humani-
tarian supplies to the Syrian people inside their
country, but also to be able to assist those that
have fled.

Jordan today is hosting, by far, the largest
number of Syrian refugees. The numbers have



just exceeded 460,000 Syrians. That is 10 per-
cent of our population. And the alarming fig-
ures—if the rates continue as we're seeing to-
day—will probably double by the end of the
year. So for the Americans in the audience,
that’s the equivalent of 30 million refugees
crossing into the United States, the possibility
of that going up to 60 million by the end of the
year, relative obviously to our populations.

The refugee camp in the north—Zaatari ref-
ugee camp—today is the fifth largest city in
Jordan. And obviously, this has added econom-
ic and financial costs due to the influx, and has
further strained the economy that is already
under considerable external pressures, with an
unstable region, a sluggish global economy that
is still recovering,

But having said that, as I already alluded to,
we are so grateful to the U.S. assistance in
shouldering this enormous responsibility, and
together, we continue to appeal to the interna-
tional community for more help to face this
humanitarian calamity.

We had the opportunity obviously to talk
about the peace process. And we were very de-
lighted by the vision and the depth of wisdom
that the President showed over the past several
days in his trip with the Israelis and the Pales-
tinians. Obviously, I reiterate Jordan’s commit-
ment to the peace process and the crucial im-
portance of U.S. leadership in resuming the
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations based on the
two-state solution.

There is simply no other formula, no other
alternative. The two-state solution is the only
way to go. And if you compare that also with
the radicalization of Syria—together with the
impasse in the peace process—this is going to
be a serious threat to an already volatile region.

I believe there is a window of opportunity to
make a serious push for resuming negotiations
on the final status issues. But the window, I be-
lieve, is fast closing, primarily due to increasing
settlement activities. So there is no time to
waste.

And lastly, I had the opportunity with the
Prime Minister-designate to share details of
Jordan’s homegrown reform model and its sup-
porting roadmap. We believe that we have a
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model that has a clear end goal of parliamenta-
ry government, with milestones and prerequi-
sites, built on strong democratic institutions,
that guarantees checks and balances of proper
democracy, an empowered Parliament, and a
new constitutional court.

We also have a new independent elections
commission, and we are looking at Jordan as a
model that is evolutionary, consensual, and
peaceful and ensures pluralism, openness, tol-
erance, moderation, and unity, and equally as
important, a level playing field. This will en-
sure safeguards for civil liberties and political
rights and obviously encourage political partic-
ipation.

Today, we're looking forward to our Prime
Minister-designate forming his parliamentary
government, hopefully, in the next couple of
weeks. Based on his consultations with Parlia-
ment, which is an extension of the same con-
sultation process that led to his designation as a
result of receiving the highest number of nom-
inations.

So I'm very proud of the progress so far. The
hard work is definitely ahead of us. This is the
Jordanian moment, what we’re saying is the
“third way” in the Middle East. What we are
saying that the Arab Spring is behind us; we in
Jordan are looking now at the “Arab summer”
for us all, which means that we all have to roll
our sleeves. It’s going to be a bumpy and diffi-
cult road, but T am very encouraged with the
process, and I am very excited about the fu-
ture.

So again, Mr. President, very welcome to
Jordan. I wish you all the success in what
you've been able to achieve in the past several
days, and I hope that the success will continue
in your visit here to Jordan. Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you very much.

Well, it’s a great pleasure to be back in Jor-
dan. I'm grateful to my good friend, His Majes-
ty King Abdullah. Thank you for your kind
words. Thank you to the Jordanian people for
the extraordinary warmth and hospitality that I
remembered well from my first visit as a Sena-
tor.

The thing I mainly remember when I came
here was that His Majesty was kind enough to
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personally drive me to the airport. T won't tell
you how fast he was going, but Secret Service I
don’t think could keep up. So nevertheless,
we're very much appreciative for you welcom-
ing me and my delegation.

The reason I'm here is simple. Jordan is an
invaluable ally. It is a great friend. We've been
working together since the early years of the
Kingdom under His Majesty’s great-grandfa-
ther, King Abdullah I, who gave his life in the
name of peace. Today, our partnership in de-
velopment, education, health, science, tech-
nology, improve the lives of our peoples. Our
close security cooperation helps keep your citi-
zens and ours safe from terrorism. Your mili-
tary and police help train other security forces
from the Palestinian Authority to Yemen.

And I'm especially grateful to His Majesty,
who, like his father—memorialized by the
mosque I saw when I arrived—is a force for
peace in word and in deed. You've invested
deeply and personally in strengthening the ties
between our countries. And that’s why you
were the first Arab leader I welcomed to the
Oval Office when I became President. And I
very much appreciate the work we’ve done to-
gether on a broad range of challenges. And so
I've come to Jordan to build on what is already
a very strong foundation and to deepen what is
already extraordinary cooperation.

As His Majesty mentioned, today was a
chance for me to hear from him about the nec-
essary political reforms that are underway
here. And I want to commend the people of
Jordan on this year’s parliamentary elections,
which represented a positive step toward a
more transparent and credible and inclusive
political process. I appreciated hearing His
Majesty’s plans for a parliamentary govern-
ment that responds to the aspirations of the
Jordanian people, and I very much welcome
his commitment to active citizenship, where
citizens play a larger role in the future of this
nation.

At a time of so much change and tumult
across the region, I think His Majesty recog-
nizes Jordan has a great opportunity to show
the benefits of genuine and peaceful reform—
including stronger political parties and good
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governance and transparency—all of which
makes government more effective and makes
sure that the people feel a connection to their
government.

Your Majesty, you've been a driving force
for these efforts, and you can be assured that
the United States will continue to work with
you and Prime Minister Nsour as you build on
this progress.

We also discussed the economic progress
that has to come with political progress. The
Jordanian Government is working hard to
manage its current budget challenges. I think
His Majesty outlined the enormous pressures
that Jordan is experiencing, often not because
of any factors internal, but rather, a range of
external factors as well. And I recognize that
while the economic reforms are difficult, they
are essential over the long term to creating the
kind of growth and opportunity and dynamism
in the economy that will help the Jordanian
people achieve their dreams. So we want you
to succeed.

So my administration is therefore working
with Congress to provide loan guarantees to
Jordan this year. Together, I believe we can
help deliver the results that Jordanians de-
serve: to see their schools better, their roads
improved, health care, clean water all en-
hanced; the training that I know a lot of Jorda-
nians seek, particularly young people, to get a
job or to turn entrepreneurial skills into a busi-
ness that creates even more jobs.

And T was proud to welcome some young
Jordanians to the entrepreneurship summit
that T hosted back in Washington. And we’re
going to continue to focus on creating econom-
ic opportunities, because the people here in
Jordan deserve the same opportunities as peo-
ple everywhere.

We spent a good deal of time on regional
challenges. And I updated His Majesty on my
discussions with Prime Minister Netanyahu
and President Abbas. As I said in my speech
yesterday, I believe there are steps that side—
both sides can take to build confidence and
trust, and move a serious negotiation forward.
We're not there yet, but I'm confident that it
can happen, in part, because it must happen. It



will be good for the Israelis, and it will be good
for the Palestinians.

I'm very grateful for His Majesty’s readiness
to advance these efforts. As has been true in
the past, His Majesty and Jordan will be critical
to making progress towards a just and lasting
peace between Israelis and Palestinians.

And we spent a significant amount of time
consulting on Syria. I want to commend His
Majesty for his leadership, and I want to com-
mend the Jordanian people for their compas-
sion during an extraordinarily difficult time for
their neighbors. His Majesty was the first Arab
leader to publicly call on Asad to step down,
because of the horrific violence that was being
inflicted on the Syrian people. Jordan has
played a leading role in trying to begin a politi-
cal transition toward a new government. We're
working together to strengthen a credible Syri-
an opposition.

We share Jordan’s concerns about violence
spilling across the border, so I want to take this
opportunity to make it clear: The United States
is committed to the security of Jordan, which is
backed by our strong alliance.

As has been mentioned, during this crisis,
the Jordanian people have displayed extraordi-
nary generosity, but the strains of so many ref-
ugees inevitably is showing. Every day, Jorda-
nians are extending a hand of support to neigh-
bors far from home, but this is a heavy burden.
And the international community needs to step
up to make sure that they are helping to shoul-
der this burden.

The United States will certainly do our part.
We are already the single largest donor of hu-
manitarian assistance to the Syrian people.
Some of this has helped people here in Jordan,
and today I'm announcing that my administra-
tion will work with Congress to provide Jordan
with an additional $200 million in budget sup-
port this year, as it cares for Syrian refugees
and Jordanian communities affected by this
Crisis.

This will mean more humanitarian assis-
tance in basic services, including education for
Syrian children so far from home whose lives
have been upended. And I think, as parents,
we can only imagine how heartbreaking that
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must be for any parent to see their children
having to go through the kinds of tumult that
they're experiencing.

Our cooperation on Syria is an example of
how the partnership between the United
States and Jordan improves the lives not only
of the Jordanian people, but peoples across the
region.

So again, Your Majesty, I want to express my
great appreciation for our partnership. I want
to thank you and the Jordanian people for the
friendship and hospitality that they've shown
me and to my fellow Americans. And just as I
visited the Citadel here in Amman on my last
visit, I'm looking forward to seeing Petra to-
morrow—weather permitting—one of the
great wonders of history that the world can ex-
perience, thanks to the care and dedication of
Jordan and its people.

So shukran. Thank you.

King Abdullah. Thank you. Sa’ad.

Syria

Q. Thank you, Your Majesty, Mr. President.

Sir, I want to ask you, Your Majesty, for how
long are you going to keep your borders open
for the Syrian refugees? Next to you is a land of
war, and anything could happen any time. If
the regime, let’s say, shut the electricity or the
water, you are not too far from the Damascus,
from the capital. It’s, like, less than one hours.
You might find a thousand of thousand of refu-
gees, not just the number that you spoke
about, Your Majesty.

And, Mr. President, thank you again, and I
just want to know—you are a superpower; you
are leading the superpower, the United States
of America. You don’t have a plan to put an
end for what’s going on in Syria: the blood-
shed, the killing? And now they are talking
about using the chemical weapon. What’s your
comment about that?

Thank you, Your Majesty.

King Abdullah. Well, first of all, Sa’ad, the
problem with refugees comes down to an hu-
manitarian issue. I mean, how are you going to
turn back women, children, and the wounded?
This is something that we just can’t do. It’s not
the Jordanian way. We have historically
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opened our arms to many of our neighbors
through many decades of Jordan’s history. So
that is a challenge that we just can’t turn our
backs on. So that’s the reality that we are facing
on the ground. So Jordan has always been a
safe haven to people around us through many,
many decades. So, unfortunately, from that
point of view, refugees will continue to come
to Jordan, and we will continue, within our
means, to look after them as best as we can.

The problem is obviously that the burden
it’s having on Jordan, and we’ve tried to quanti-
fy it as much as possible; the latest figures are
it’s going to cost us roughly $550 million a year.
But if those figures double, as we think they
will, by the end of the year, then obviously,
we're talking a billion-plus. Not only is that a
problem, but it’'s going to be a tremendous
strain obviously on infrastructure, and it’s cre-
ating social problems and security problems.

And so this is one of the reasons that we're
asking for the international community to help.
But physically, you can’t turn away young chil-
dren, women, people in desperate need, and
the wounded. So we will continue to burden
that responsibility.

President Obama. Since the start of the situ-
ation in Syria, we have stepped up, as not just a
superpower, as you phrased it, but also be-
cause of basic humanity, to say that Asad had
needed to go. We haven't just led with words,
but we've also led with deeds. As I indicated,
we're the single largest humanitarian donor to
the Syrian people. We have worked diligently
in cooperation with the international commu-
nity to help organize and mobilize a political
opposition that is credible, because in the ab-
sence of a credible political opposition, it will
be impossible for us to transition to a more
peaceful and more representative and legiti-
mate government structure inside of Syria.

And that’s an area where we have been in-
volved on almost a daily basis. First, Secretary
Hillary Clinton helped to spearhead the efforts
that formed a coherent Syrian opposition
council. Now you've got Secretary Kerry, who’s
deeply involved in that effort as well. And we
are providing not just advice, not just words,
but we’re providing resources, training, capaci-
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ty, in order for that political opposition to
maintain links within Syria and to be able to
provide direct services to people inside of Syr-
ia, including the kinds of relief efforts that ob-
viously we've—we’re seeing here in Jordan,
but there are a whole bunch of people who are
internally displaced inside of Syria who need
help.

I think that what your question may be sug-
gesting is, why haven’t we simply gone in mili-
tarily? And I think it’s fair to say that the Unit-
ed States often finds itself in a situation where
if it goes in militarily, then it’s criticized for go-
ing in militarily, and if doesn’t go in militarily,
then people say, why aren’t you doing some-
thing militarily?

And my response at this stage is to make
sure that what we do contributes to bringing an
end to the bloodshed as quickly as possible.
And working in a multilateral context, in an in-
ternational context, because we think our expe-
rience shows that when we lead, but we are al-
so working with others—like the Jordanians,
like the Turks, like other interested parties in
the region—then the outcomes are better.
When we are working with the Syrians them-
selves, so that this is not externally imposed,
but rather something that is linked directly
with the aspirations and hopes of the people
inside of Syria, it will work better. And so we
are going to continue to use every lever and ev-
ery bit of influence that we have to effect the
situation inside of Syria.

You mentioned the issue of chemical weap-
ons. We have called for, and we know that the
U.N. is now moving forward on an investiga-
tion of exactly what happened. We’re monitor-
ing the situation ourselves. I have said publicly
that the use of chemical weapons by the Asad
regime would be a game changer from our per-
spective, because once you let that situation
spin out of control, it’s very hard to stop and
can have enormous spillover effects across the
region.

And so we are going to continue to closely
consult with everybody in the region and do
everything we can to bring an end to the blood-
shed and to allow the Syrian people to get out
from under the yoke of a leader who has lost all



legitimacy because he is willing to slaughter his
own people. And I'm confident that Asad will
go. It’s not a question of if, it’s when.

And so part of what we have to spend a lot of
time thinking about is what’s the aftermath of
that, and how does that work in a way that ac-
tually serves the Syrian people and, by the way,
serves the Syrian people from all walks of life,
from all religious affiliations. Because one of
the things that we know is happening in this re-
gion is that if we fail to create a model in the
Arab world in which people can live side by
side, regardless of whether they are Sunni or
Shi’a or Alawites or Druze—regardless of the
manner in which they worship their God—if
we don’t create that possibility, then these
problems are going to recur again and again
and again and again.

I think His Majesty understands that. I think
the people of Jordan understand that. And
these kinds of sectarian and tribal faultlines are
part of what we have to get beyond, because
they don’t work in a modern world. They don’t
create jobs. They don’t put food in the mouths
of children. They don’t provide an education.
They don’t create a thriving economy.

And that’s going to be a central challenge
not just in Syria, but across the region. And the
United States, I think, has something to say
about that, because part of what makes us a su-
perpower is because we have people of every
walk of life, every background, every religion,
and if they’ve got a good idea and they're will-
ing to work hard, they can succeed. And that’s
got to be something that’s more consistently
spoken about not just in—with respect to the
Syria situation, but I think with respect to this
enormous moment of both promise, but also
danger in the Arab world and in North Africa.

Julie Pace [Associated Press].

Syria/Israel-Turkey Relations

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You men-
tioned the aftermath of the Asad regime.
There’s a lot of concern in Jordan and else-
where that the upheaval in Syria is creating ha-
vens for extremism.

President Obama. Yes.
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Q. How concerned are you at this point that
extremists or jihadists could actually take over
in Syria and perhaps be even worse than Asad?
And T was also hoping you could give us some
insight into how you brokered the call today
between Prime Ministers Erdogan and Netan-
yahu. And how much of their willingness to
talk do you think is actually driven by the ur-
gency in Syria?

And, Your Majesty, you have offered Asad
asylum, which he rejected. Does that offer of
asylum still stand? Thank you.

President Obama. Well, T am very con-
cerned about Syria becoming an enclave for
extremism, because extremists thrive in chaos.
They thrive in failed states. They thrive in pow-
er vacuums. They don’t have much to offer
when it comes to actually building things, but
they’re very good about exploiting situations
that are no longer functioning. They fill that
gap.

And that’s why I think it’s so important for
us to work as an international community to
help accelerate a political transition that is via-
ble, so that a Syrian state continues to function;
so that the basic institutions can be rebuilt, that
they're not destroyed beyond recognition; that
we are avoiding what inevitably becomes Syri-
an—or sectarian divisions—because, by defini-
tion, if you're an extremist, then you don’t have
a lot of tolerance for people who don’t share
your beliefs.

So this is part of the reason why, for the
American people, we've got to recognize, we
have a stake here. We can’t do it alone. And
the outcome in Syria is not going to be ideal.
Even if we execute our assistance and our co-
ordination and our planning and our support
flawlessly, the situation in Syria now is going to
be difficult. And that’s what happens when you
have a leader who cares more about clinging to
power than they do about holding their coun-
try together and looking after their people.

It’s tragic. It’s heartbreaking. And the sight
of children and women being slaughtered that
we’ve seen so much, I think, has to compel all
of us to say, what more can we do? And that’s a
question that I'm asking as President every
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single day. And that’s a question I know His
Majesty is asking in his capacity here in Jordan.

And what I am confident about is that ulti-
mately, what the people of Syria are looking for
is not replacing oppression with a new form of
oppression. What they’re looking for is replac-
ing oppression with freedom and opportunity
and democracy and the capacity to live togeth-
er and build together. And that’s what we have
to begin planning for now, understanding that
it is going to be difficult.

Something has been broken in Syria, and it’s
not going to be put back together perfectly,
immediately, anytime soon, even after Asad
leaves. But we can begin the process of moving
it in a better direction. And having a cohesive
political opposition, I think, is critical to that.

With respect to the conversation that took
place between Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Prime Minister Erdogan, I have long said that
it is in both the interests of Israel and Turkey
to restore normal relations between two coun-
tries that have historically had good ties. It
broke down several years ago as a consequence
of the flotilla incident. For the last 2 years, I've
spoken to both Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Prime Minister Erdogan about why this rup-
ture has to be mended, that they don’t have to
agree on everything in order for them to come
together around a whole range of common in-
terests and common concerns.

During my visit, it appeared that the timing
was good for that conversation to take place. I
discussed it with Prime Minister Netanyahu,
and both of us agreed that the moment was
right, and fortunately, they were able to begin
the process of rebuilding normal relations be-
tween two very important countries in the re-
gion.

This is a work in process. It’s just beginning.
As I said, there are obviously going to still be
some significant disagreements between Tur-
key and Israel, not just on the Palestinian ques-
tion, but on a range of different issues. But
they also have a whole range of shared inter-
ests, and they both happen to be extraordinari-
ly strong partners and friends of ours, and so
it’s in the interest of the United States that
they begin this process of getting their rela-
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tionship back in order. And I'm very glad to see
that it’s happening.

King Abdullah. Thank you. I think the ques-
tion about asylum is something that Asad has to
answer himself. First, is he interested in asy-
lum, and would he be interested in coming to
Jordan?

Obviously, from our point of view, as we
were saying, we need an inclusive political
transition as quickly as possible, so if the issue
of asylum ever came up, that’s something that I
think all of us would have to put our heads to-
gether and figure out whether or not, if that,
sort of, ends the violence quickly, is something
worth pursuing. So that's a question that’s
slightly beyond my pay grade at this stage, but
something that I'm sure if it ever came up,
would be something that we discussed at the
level of international community. Samir.

Arab-Israeli Peace Process

Q. Thank you, Your Majesty, last year Jor-
dan managed to break the impasse in the peace
process by hosting the Amman talks, bringing
Israelis and Palestinians together at the negoti-
ating table. Now, there was no follow-up to
that. Do you have anything in mind? Or are
you going to have any similar effort?

And, Mr. President, would you support any
such effort, particularly that we know that the
two sides need to be prodded back to the nego-
tiating table? Thank you.

King Abdullah. Well, Samir, at this stage—
obviously, last year, we kept Israelis and Pales-
tinians—the dialogue going simply because we
wanted to keep the process alive as much as we
could, knowing full well that we were waiting
for this opportunity. The President has, I think,
finished a very successful visit to both the Is-
raelis and Palestinians. We have been in close
contact with State Department leading up to
this visit, and I think Secretary Kerry has been
very right in keeping expectations low so that
what I call the homework stage is still in effect.

Obviously, we're all consulting at this stage
of how to build on this visit, and I believe that
as we all share notes, we’ll have a better under-
standing, over the next several weeks, what is
the next step.



Jordan’s role is to be there as a facilitator
and a support to both the Israelis and Palestin-
ians, to bring them closer together, so that I
believe in the next several weeks to this next
several months, we’ll have the homework or
the framework that allows both sides to come
together and move forward.

So Jordan obviously will welcome hosting Is-
raelis and Palestinians together if that’s what
they want. And we always have been in a sup-
port mode for both sides. And as I said earlier,
we see a window of opportunity, and I believe
the statements that the President has made to
the Israeli and to the Palestinian is an opportu-
nity to regalvanize the effort and one that we
will stand by in support mode as we compare
notes of the President’s visit to the three coun-
tries.

President Obama. Well, first of all, I think
His Majesty described what T've tried to ac-
complish on this trip very well. This is a trip to
make sure I'm doing my homework. We all
recognize how vital it could be to see a resolu-
tion of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We set
expectations low precisely because there’s
been a lot of talk over decades, but it hasn’t
produced the results that everybody wants to
see.

And so my approach here has been, let me
listen to the parties first; let me find out exactly
what the roadblocks are for progress; let me
discuss with them ways that we might move
those roadblocks out of the way in order to
achieve a concrete result.

And T've also been modest because frankly,
peace will not be achieved unless ultimately
the parties themselves want peace.

I think all of us in the international commu-
nity share this frustration: Why can’t we get
this problem solved? I think the Israeli people
are frustrated that they feel this problem is not
solved. They don’t enjoy the isolation that has
resulted from this conflict. I think the Palestin-
ian people certainly feel that frustration.

As T mentioned in my speech yesterday, I
had the opportunity to meet with young people
who are growing up unable to do the basic
things that a free people should expect they
should be able to do, simple things like travel
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or enjoying the kinds of privacy in their own
homes that so many of us take for granted. And
these are children, these are young people,
these are young men and women who, as I de-
scribed yesterday, aren’t very different from
my daughters, and they deserve the same op-
portunities. They deserve this cloud to be lift-
ed from their lives, because they can achieve,
and they have enormous potential, and I don’t
want them living up under a sense of constrict-
ed possibility.

I also don’t want the Israeli people continu-
ally looking over their shoulder, thinking that
at any point, their house may be hit by a rock-
et, or a bus may be blown up. And so part of
the tragedy of the situation has been that nei-
ther side is getting exactly what they want, but
it’s not been possible to break out of old pat-
terns and a difficult history.

So my hope and expectation is that, as a con-
sequence of us doing our homework, we can
explore with the parties a mechanism for them
to sit back down, to get rid of some of the old
assumptions, to think in new ways, and to get
this done. And I think if it gets done in a timely
way, then the Israeli people will be safer and
the Palestinian people will be freer. And chil-
dren on both sides will have a better life. And
as a consequence, the region and a whole—as a
whole will be strengthened, and the world will
be safer.

I can’t guarantee that that’s going to happen.
What I can guarantee is we'll make the effort.
What I can guarantee is that Secretary Kerry is
going to be spending a good deal of time in dis-
cussions with the parties. What I can assure
you is, is that nobody feels a greater interest in
us achieving this than His Majesty. And so
we're just going to keep on plugging away.

The one thing I did say, I think, to both
sides is the window of opportunity still exists,
but it’s getting more and more difficult. The
mistrust is building instead of ebbing. The lo-
gistics of providing security for Israel get more
difficult with new technologies. And the logis-
tics of creating a contiguous and functioning
Palestinian state become more difficult with
settlements. And so both sides have to begin to
think about their long-term strategic interests
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instead of worrying about, can I gain a short-
term tactical advantage here or there, and say
to themselves, what’s the big picture and how
do we get this done?

And that’s ultimately what I believe both
peoples want, which is why I think—TI think it
was very interesting that in my speech in Jeru-
salem, some of the strongest applause came
when I addressed the Israeli people and I said,
you have to think about these Palestinian chil-
dren like your own children. It tapped into
something that they understood inherently.
And that gives me hope. I think that shows
there’s possibility there. But it’s hard. And I—
what T also said was that ultimately, people
have to help provide the structures for leaders
to take some very difficult risks.

So that’s why I wanted to speak directly to
the Israeli people and to the Palestinian peo-
ple, so that they help empower their leadership
to make some very difficult decisions and trad-
eoffs in order to achieve a compromise where
neither side is going to get a hundred percent
of what they want. And so we’ll see if we can
make it happen.

Jon Karl [ABC News].

Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, King Abdul-
lah.

Mr. President, you have said repeatedly on
this trip and before that all options are on the
table to stop Iran from getting a nuclear weap-
on, including military action. Yesterday the Su-
preme Leader of Iran came out and said that if
any action is taken against his country, he will
raze the cities in Israel of Tel Aviv and Haifa to
the ground. So my question to you is, are you
prepared to deal with the retaliation, the fall-
out that would come after a military strike
against Iran’s nuclear facilities?

And to King Abdullah, if T can ask what you
think would happen here: What would be the
aftermath of a military strike, whether taken by
the United States or by Israel, against Iran?
What is a bigger threat to stability in this re-
gion: Iran with nuclear weapons or another
war in this region?
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President Obama. Well, first of all, Jon, I'm
not going to engage in a whole bunch of hypo-
theticals. Because what I've said from the mo-
ment I came into office was that the best reso-
lution of this situation is through diplomacy,
and I continue to believe that.

We have organized the international com-
munity around a sanctions regime that is hav-
ing an impact on Iran, not because we forced
other countries to do it, because they recog-
nize that if you trigger a nuclear arms race in
this region, as volatile as it is, if you have the
prospect of nuclear weapons getting into the
hands of terrorists and extremists, that it’s not
just Israel that’s threatened, it’s a whole range
of people that could be threatened.

We're talking right now about the possibility
of Syria using chemical weapons. What would
be the conversation if Syria possessed nuclear
weapons?

So this is not just a problem for Israel. It’s
not just a problem for the United States. It’s a
regional and worldwide problem. And by the
way, we have been consistent in saying that
nonproliferation is a problem around the
globe, not just with respect to Iran. Now, the
fact of the matter is, is that Iran has not been
able to establish credibly with the international
community that, in fact, it is simply pursuing
peaceful nuclear power. There’s a reason why
it’s subject to all these resolutions and viola-
tions identified by the United Nations. That’s
not something we made up.

There are a lot of other countries who have
the technical capacity, but for some reason,
they are able to get right with the international
community. Iran has not been able to do so.

Now, if in fact what the Supreme Leader
has said is the case, which is that developing a
nuclear weapon would be un-Islamic and that
Iran has no interest in developing nuclear
weapons, then there should be a practical, ver-
ifiable way to assure the international commu-
nity that it’s not doing so. And this problem will
be solved, to the benefit of the region and to
the benefit of the Iranian people.

The Iranian people are celebrating Nowruz,
their most important holiday. And every year, 1
deliver a Nowruz message. And I remind the



people of Iran that they are a great civilization;
they have an extraordinary history; they have
unbelievable talent. They should be fully inte-
grated into the international community,
where they can thrive and build businesses and
expand commerce. And there should be ex-
changes and travel and interactions with the
Iranian people and everyone else, including
the United States. That should be the vision,
not threats to raze Israeli cities to the ground.

Part of the frustration that I think we all feel
sometimes is that it seems as if people spend
all their time organizing around how they can
gain advantage over other people or inflict vio-
lence on other people or isolate other people,
instead of trying to figure out how do we solve
problems. This is a solvable problem if in fact
Iran is not pursuing a nuclear weapon.

And so we're going to continue to apply the
pressure that we have, in a nonmilitary way, to
try to resolve the problem. We will continue to
try to pursue diplomatic solutions to the situa-
tion.

But yes, I have said as President of the Unit-
ed States that I will maintain every option
that’s available to prevent Iran from getting a
nuclear weapon because I think the conse-
quences for the region and for the world would
be extraordinarily dangerous.

I—my hope and expectation is, is that,
among a menu of options, the option that in-
volves negotiations, discussions, compromise,
and resolution of the problem is the one that’s
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It has now been 3 months since the tragic
events in Newtown, Connecticut: 3 months
since we lost 20 innocent children and 6 dedi-
cated adults who had so much left to give; 3
months since we, as Americans, began asking
ourselves if we're really doing enough to protect
our communities and keep our children safe.

For the families who lost a loved one on that
terrible day, 3 months doesn’t even begin to
ease the pain theyre feeling right now. It
doesn’t come close to mending the wounds
that may never fully heal.
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exercised. But as President of the United
States, I would never take any option off the ta-
ble.

King Abdullah. There’s very little that I
would like to add to what the President said. I
think, looking from the Jordanian point of view
and the challenges that Jordan faces as we look
around the region—the challenges of what the
Israelis and the Palestinians that we’ll be facing
in 2012, the instability as you're seeing in Syria,
we have the concerns as to what’s happening in
Irag—any military action at the moment,
whether Israeli or Iranian, to me at this stage is
Pandora’s box, because nobody can guarantee
what the outcome will be.

So, hopefully, there is another way of resolv-
ing this problem. At a time with so much insta-
bility in the Middle East, we just don’t need
another thing on our shoulders.

Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you to the people
of Jordan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:23 p.m. at the
Royal Al Hummar Offices. In his remarks, he
referred to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu of Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority; President Bashar al-
Asad of Syria; former Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton; Prime Minister Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan of Turkey; and Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Hoseini-Khamenei of Iran.

But as a nation, the last 3 months have
changed us. They forced us to answer some
difficult questions about what we can do—
what we must do—to prevent the kinds of mas-
sacres we've seen in Newtown and Aurora and
Oak Creek, as well as the everyday tragedies
that happen far too often in big cities and small
towns all across America.

Today, there’s still genuine disagreement
among well-meaning people about what steps
we should take to reduce the epidemic of gun
violence in this country. But you, the American
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