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behalf of others and to continually examine in
ourselves whatever dark places there may be
that might lead to such actions or inactions.
This is our obligation: not simply to bear wit-
ness, but to act.

For us, in our time, this means confronting
bigotry and hatred in all of its forms, racism,
especially anti-Semitism. None of that has a
place in the civilized world: not in the class-
rooms of children, not in the corridors of pow-
er. And let us never forget the link between the
two. For our sons and daughters are not born
to hate, they are taught to hate. So let us fill
their young hearts with the same understand-
ing and compassion that we hope others have
for them.

Here, we hope. Because after you walk
through these halls, after you pass through the
darkness, there is light: a glorious view of the
Jerusalem Forest, with the Sun shining over
the historic homeland of the Jewish people; a
fulfillment of the prophecy, “you shall live
again . . . upon your own soil.” Here, on your
ancient land, let it be said for all the world to
hear: The State of Israel does not exist because
of the Holocaust. But with the survival of a

strong Jewish State of Israel, such a Holocaust
will never happen again.

Here, we pray that we all can be better, that
we can all grow, like the sapling near the Chil-
dren’s Memorial, a sapling from a chestnut
tree that Anne Frank could see from her win-
dow. The last time she described it in her dia-
ry, she wrote: “Our chestnut tree is in full
bloom. It’s covered with leaves and is even
more beautiful than last year.” That’s a re-
minder of who we can be. But we have to work
for it. We have to work for it here in Israel. We
have to work for it in America. We have to
work for it around the world: to tend the light
and the brightness as opposed to our worst in-
stincts.

So may God bless the memory of the mil-
lions, may their souls be bound up in the bond
of eternal life, and may each spring bring a full
bloom even more beautiful than the last.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:22 a.m. at
the Children’s Memorial. In his remarks, he
referred to Avner Shalev, chairman of the di-
rectorate, Yad Vashem; Yisrael Meir Lau, chief
rabbi of Tel Aviv-Yaffo and former chief rabbi
of Israel; and Nobel Prize winner, author, and
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel.

Statement on Israel-Turkey Relations
March 22, 2013

I welcome the call today between Prime
Minister Netanyahu and Prime Minister Erdo-
gan. The United States deeply values our close
partnerships with both Turkey and Israel, and
we attach great importance to the restoration
of positive relations between them in order to
advance regional peace and security. I am
hopeful that today’s exchange between the two

leaders will enable them to engage in deeper
cooperation on this and a range of other chal-
lenges and opportunities.

NOTE: The statement referred to Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; and
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of
Turkey.

Statement on the Resignation of Julius M. Genachowski as Chairman of the
Federal Communications Commission
March 22, 2013

I want to thank Chairman Genachowski for
his dedicated service on behalf of the Ameri-
can people. Over the last 4 years, Julius has

brought to the Federal Communications Com-
mission a clear focus on spurring innovation,
helping our businesses compete in a global
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