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confident that together with our partners in or-
ganized labor, the business community, grass-
roots communities, Republicans, Democrats,
and Independents alike, we can keep making
progress for all working families.

In the coming weeks, as the confirmation
process unfolds, I look forward to meeting with
Senators of both parties to discuss the Labor
Department’s key role: protecting and growing
the middle class.

I’ll close again, Mr. President, by thanking
you once again for this tremendous opportunity.

[Secretary-designate Perez made brief remarks
in Spanish, and no transcript or translation
was provided. He then concluded in English as
follows.]

I look forward to this opportunity to contin-
ue serving our Nation. Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House.

Remarks at a Women’s History Month Reception
March 18, 2013

Well, hello, everybody! And can everybody
please give Amanda another big round of ap-
plause? It seems to me she would be pretty
good at sales. [Laughter] I was sold just listen-
ing to her right there.

Thank you, Amanda, for your—for sharing
your story, the wonderful introduction. It is an
honor to welcome all of you here to the White
House.

Now, let’s be clear: I am used to being sur-
rounded every day by talented, accomplished
women, from all the meetings I have in the
West Wing to the dinner table with Michelle,
Malia, and Sasha. [Laughter] But I have to say,
even for somebody who is accustomed to it,
this is a pretty exceptional group that I’m look-
ing around here. We’ve got business leaders
like Abbe Raven, CEO of the A&E Networks.
There she is right there. We’ve got activists like
Dolores Huerta and Lilly Ledbetter, all-star
athletes like Tamika Catchings, and outstand-
ing public servants from Congress and my ad-
ministration, including Valerie Jarrett, who
serves as our Chair of the Council for Women
and Girls here at the White House.

And when I look around this room, it is hard
to believe that 100 years ago this month, thou-
sands of women were marching right outside
this house demanding one of our most funda-
mental rights: the right to vote, to have a say in
our democracy. And today, a century later, its
rooms are full of accomplished women who
have overcome discrimination, shattered glass

ceilings, and become outstanding role models
for all of our sons and daughters. And that
means we’ve come a long way, and that’s
thanks to the efforts of so many people like
you.

Because of the hard work and exemplary
leadership of the women in this room, military
families have protected family and medical
leave. Women have legal recourse to fight
against pay discrimination, as Amanda took ad-
vantage of. Women have the opportunity to
serve on the front lines of our military con-
flicts, and that means that they’re getting paid
and promoted equally. Women have the op-
portunity to make their own choices about
their health.

We’re also seeing expanded opportunity for
women’s—to reach their full potential all
around the world. That’s in large part because
4 years ago, former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton—a tireless advocate for women her-
self—designated an Ambassador-at-Large for
Global Women’s Issues, whose sole job it is to
make sure that women and girls are a central
part of every aspect of our foreign policy, that
their concerns are considered at the highest
level of our diplomatic decisionmaking.

For 4 years, the incredible Melanne Verveer
held that role. Where is Melanne? Is she here?
All right, well, she’s incredible. Take my word
for it. [Laughter] We’re so grateful for her ser-
vice, along with the millions of women around
the world that she helped to amplify and
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helped to fight alongside on the causes that are
so important. But with Melanne leaving on,
we’ve got some big shoes to fill. So today I am
very pleased to announce that I will be nomi-
nating Cathy Russell as our next Ambassador-
at-Large for Global Women’s Issues.

Now, Cathy is a longtime advocate for wom-
en, for justice, for fairness. She’s worked on
preventing violence against women here and
around the world. Throughout my first term,
she’s served as chief of staff to Dr. Jill Biden.
She’s worked tirelessly alongside Michelle and
Jill to make sure that our military families get
every single benefit and bit of assistance that
they so richly deserve and have earned. I’m
certain that Jill will miss Cathy, but I know she
joins me in saying that we could not be proud-
er of Cathy’s hard work and her advocacy. And
we know that she’s going to be a powerful
voice on behalf of women and girls around the
world. So thank you, Cathy, for your continued
service.

It’s women like Cathy, like Jill, like Amanda,
like Michelle, like all of you, that inspire so
much progress each and every day. And I’ve
got to tell you, all of you inspire me to make
sure that I’m doing everything that I can as
President to carry on that progress and to do
everything we can to ensure equality and op-
portunity for all women. Just last week, I was
proud to sign the reauthorization of the Vio-
lence Against Women’s Act, a law, by the way,
that Cathy helped to make possible in the first
place: securing for women the protections and
the services to help them live their lives free
from fear of violence and free to pursue their
own measure of happiness.

And that’s what everybody deserves in this
country, the opportunity to make of their lives

what they will, no matter who they are, what
they look like, whether they are boys or girls,
women or men. That’s why I ran for President
in the first place: to put the same rights and op-
portunities within the reach of all of our
daughters and sons. And while there’s still a lot
of work to be done, I’m confident that we can
reach that goal, that we can make sure that ev-
ery single door is open, every dream is within
reach—for Malia, for Sasha, for your daugh-
ters, for your granddaughters—to make sure
that they never feel like there are barriers in
front of them, and that if they work hard, they
can make it.

So I want to thank all of you for your incred-
ible advocacy. I could not be prouder of you.
I’m glad that you had a chance to join us. I un-
derstand that we had some great panels earlier
today, and I expect this conversation and, more
importantly, the work will continue for many
years to come.

So thank you very much, everybody. Enjoy
the reception.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:04 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jackson, MS, resident
Amanda McMillan, plaintiff in an Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission sex dis-
crimination lawsuit against the Forrest City
Grocery Co.; Dolores C. Huerta, cofounder,
United Farm Workers; Lily Ledbetter, former
employee, Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co.
plant in Gadsden, AL; and Tamika Catchings,
forward, Women’s National Basketball Associ-
ation’s Indian Fever. The proclamation of Feb-
ruary 28 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Nowruz
March 18, 2013

Dorood. As you and your families come to-
gether to celebrate Nowruz, I want to extend
my best wishes to this new spring and new
year. Around the world, and here in the United
States, you’re gathering at the Nowruz table to
give thanks for loved ones, reflect on your

blessings, and welcome all the possibilities of a
new season.

As I have every year as President, I want to
take this opportunity to speak directly to the
people and leaders of Iran. Since taking office,
I’ve offered the Iranian Government an oppor-
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