
Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Jan. 11

19

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan
January 11, 2013

At the invitation of President Obama, Presi-
dent Karzai and his delegation visited Wash-
ington January 8–11, 2013. President Karzai’s
visit comes at an important juncture for both
our nations, as we take steps to further
strengthen an enduring partnership as sover-
eign nations, and based upon recognition of
our shared interests and shared security.

In their meetings today, President Obama
and President Karzai discussed a strategic vi-
sion for a secure, stable and prosperous Af-
ghanistan and reaffirmed the U.S.-Afghanistan
Enduring Strategic Partnership Agreement
signed in May 2012. Further, the Leaders’ dis-
cussion emphasized a convergence of interests
and vision. The two Presidents reviewed the
security and economic transitions underway in
Afghanistan, election preparations, evolving
threats and opportunities in the region, and re-
affirmed shared commitments to U.S. and Af-
ghan strategic objectives: advancing peace, se-
curity, reconciliation, and regional coopera-
tion; strengthening Afghanistan’s democratic
institutions; and supporting Afghanistan’s long-
term economic and social development.

Security Transition

During their meetings, the Presidents wel-
comed recent improvements in Afghanistan’s
security environment. The Leaders welcomed
Afghan security forces’ increasing assumption
of lead responsibility, noting the marked prog-
ress made in the growth and capabilities of the
Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF). Ex-
ceeding initial expectations, Afghan forces be-
gan leading the majority of operations in July
2012 and now lead approximately 80% of oper-
ations. In February, in conjunction with the
fourth tranche of transition, the ANSF is ex-
pected to have the lead in securing nearly 90%
of the Afghan population.

Consistent with Afghan priorities, Leaders
at the Chicago Summit committed to mark a
milestone in mid-2013 when the ISAF mission

would shift from combat to support. President
Obama welcomed President Karzai’s desire to
mark this milestone this spring, when the
ANSF are expected to assume the operational
lead across Afghanistan, and ISAF will move
into an advisor-support role. This milestone
would coincide with announcing the fifth and
final tranche of transition, which would com-
mence implementation in the summer, subject
to final NATO and Afghan approval.

At the time of the milestone, most unilateral
U.S. combat operations should end, with U.S.
forces pulling back their patrols from Afghan
villages. Both Leaders recognized that, as the
Afghan security forces take greater responsibil-
ity for security, improving the quality of the
ANSF, including the accelerated provision of
appropriate equipment and enablers, remains
a key priority.

Building upon significant progress in 2012
to transfer responsibility for detentions to the
Afghan Government, the Presidents commit-
ted to placing Afghan detainees under the sov-
ereignty and control of Afghanistan, while also
ensuring that dangerous fighters remain off the
battlefield. President Obama reaffirmed that
the United States continues to provide assis-
tance to the Afghan detention system. The two
Presidents also reaffirmed their mutual com-
mitment to the lawful and humane treatment
of detainees, and their intention to ensure
proper security arrangements for the protec-
tion of Afghan, U.S., and coalition forces.

Economic Transition

The Leaders discussed the significant devel-
opment gains in Afghanistan over the past de-
cade and the need for continued progress on a
foundation of sustainable economic growth
and fiscal self-reliance from Transition in 2014
and through the Transformation Decade that
follows. Afghanistan’s economic strategy is fo-
cused on investing in its human capital to lead
the country’s institutions and to create an
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enabling environment for inclusive economic
growth and investment, to harness the private
sector, entrepreneurs, and natural wealth for
the creation of a prosperous country. To this
end, the Presidents reaffirmed the commit-
ments made in Bonn, Chicago, and Tokyo, in-
cluding long-term economic and security assis-
tance in the context of the Tokyo Mutual Ac-
countability Framework.

President Karzai affirmed his view that the
international community’s assistance must be
effective, efficient, and sustainable, and he
stressed the critical importance of Afghan
commitments to build a stable, democratic so-
ciety, based on the rule of law, respect for the
rights of all Afghan citizens, including women,
an effective and independent judiciary and
good governance, including progress in social
development and the shared fight against cor-
ruption.

President Obama reiterated the U.S. com-
mitment to support Afghan stability by
strengthening Afghanistan’s economic founda-
tions and supporting Afghan reforms to
achieve sustainable development and self-suf-
ficiency. He reaffirmed the conclusions of the
Tokyo Conference, including that the U.S.
align 80 percent of aid with Afghan priorities
and channel at least 50 percent of develop-
ment assistance through the national budget of
the Afghan Government.

Elections 2014

During the Leaders’ meetings, President
Karzai outlined the Government of Afghani-
stan’s plans to hold free, fair, inclusive, and
democratic elections in 2014. The Leaders re-
viewed preparations for the 2014 elections and
agreed that independent Afghan institutions
are to lead election preparations and imple-
mentation, in close consultation with legiti-
mate stakeholders in the democratic process.
President Obama welcomed the Afghan Inde-
pendent Election Commission’s establishment
of April 5, 2014 as the date for presidential and
provincial council elections, and he reiterated
that the United States’ role is not to support
any particular candidate but to support a fair
and inclusive electoral process.

Peace and Reconciliation

The Presidents reaffirmed that Afghan-led
peace and reconciliation is the surest way to
end violence and ensure lasting stability of Af-
ghanistan and the region. Noting progress in
the process of peace and reconciliation, they
stressed the importance of accelerating efforts,
including by countries in the region that have a
role to play in support of the Afghan peace
process. Through the High Peace Council, the
Afghan Government will intensify its efforts to
promote the peace process. The Leaders said
that they would support an office in Doha for
the purpose of negotiations between the High
Peace Council and the authorized representa-
tives of the Taliban. In this context, the Lead-
ers called on the armed opposition to join a po-
litical process, including by taking those steps
necessary to open a Taliban office. They urged
the Government of Qatar to facilitate this ef-
fort. The two Presidents reiterated that the
outcomes of peace and reconciliation must re-
spect the historic achievements that Afghani-
stan has made over the past decade, including
protecting the rights that all citizens of Afghan-
istan, both men and women, guaranteed under
the constitution. As a part of the outcome of
any process, the Taliban and other armed op-
position groups must end violence, break ties
with Al Qaeda, and accept Afghanistan’s con-
stitution.

Regional Environment

President Obama and President Karzai rec-
ognized the important role of the region in
supporting Afghanistan’s progress towards sta-
bility and prosperity. In this context, President
Obama expressed support for Afghanistan’s ef-
forts to promote regional cooperation to foster
a region that is secure, free from extremism
and radicalization and that enjoys greater eco-
nomic integration. The Leaders expressed sup-
port for Afghanistan’s emerging role as a focal
point for trade and economic activity at the
Heart of Asia. The Leaders also reiterated that
the goals of the U.S.-Afghanistan partnership
are fully consistent with Afghanistan’s vision
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for building strong and cooperative ties with its
neighbors and regional partners.

Bilateral Security Agreement

As we further develop the U.S.-Afghanistan
partnership, the United States and Afghanistan
look forward to expanded cooperation under
the auspices of the U.S.-Afghanistan Bilateral
Commission, through 2014 and beyond. Presi-
dent Obama and President Karzai committed
to conclude the Bilateral Security Agreement
as soon as possible, reaffirming that such an
agreement is in both countries’ interest. They
discussed the possibility of a post-2014 U.S.
presence that is sustainable, that supports a ca-
pable and effective Afghan National Security
Force, and that continues to pressure the rem-
nants of al-Qa’ida and its affiliates. The scope
and nature of any possible post-2014 U.S. pres-
ence, legal protections for U.S. forces, and se-
curity cooperation between the two countries
is to be specified in the Bilateral Security

Agreement. The U.S. reaffirmed that it does
not seek permanent bases in Afghanistan.

Conclusion

President Obama reaffirmed the United
States’ respect for Afghanistan’s sovereignty
and reiterated that as Afghanistan takes full re-
sponsibility for its security and development,
the United States continues to be committed
to supporting the Afghan people. Both Presi-
dents paid tribute to the sacrifices made by Af-
ghanistan, the United States, and our interna-
tional partners in efforts to achieve a stable,
prosperous, peaceful, sovereign and democrat-
ic future for Afghanistan, as well as security for
the international community. The United
States and Afghanistan intend to continue
working together to achieve the full promise of
our enduring partnership.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Senator John D. “Jay” Rockefeller IV’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection
January 11, 2013

Jay Rockefeller first arrived in West Virginia
as a young volunteer, eager to improve the
lives of working families. And for more than
four decades, he has continued to fight tire-
lessly on their behalf. From his time in the
State legislature to the Governor’s office, to
the Senate floor, Jay has built an impressive
legacy, one that can be found in the children
who have better schools, the miners who have
safer working conditions, the seniors who have

retired with greater dignity, and the new in-
dustries that he helped bring to West Virginia.
A long-time champion of health care reform,
Jay was also instrumental in the fight to make
sure that nobody in America has to go broke
because they get sick. Michelle and I join the
people of West Virginia in thanking Senator
Rockefeller for a lifetime of service, and I look
forward to continuing to work with him over
the next 2 years.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 12, 2013

Hi, everybody. This week, I welcomed Pres-
ident Hamid Karzai to the White House to dis-
cuss the way ahead in Afghanistan. And today I
want to update you on how we will end this
war, bring our troops home, and continue the
work of rebuilding America.

Over the past 4 years, thanks to our brave
men and women in uniform, we’ve dealt devas-
tating blows to Al Qaida. We’ve pushed the
Taliban out of their strongholds. And our core
objective—the reason we went to war in the
first place—is now within reach: ensuring that
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