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cause things—this is how things have been.
We’re going to try something that maybe we
just imagine now, but if we work at it, we’ll
achieve it. That’s the nature of America. That’s
what Argonne National Lab is about. That’s
what this facility is about. 

Two decades ago, scientists at Argonne, led
by Mike Thackeray, who’s here today. Where
is Mike? There he is right here. Mike started
work on a rechargeable lithium battery for
cars. And some folks at the time said the idea
wasn’t worth the effort. They said that even if
you had the technology, the car would cost too
much, it wouldn’t go far enough. 

But Mike and his team knew better. They
knew you could do better. And America, our
Government, our Federal Government made
it a priority, and we funded those efforts. And
Mike went to work. And when others gave up,
the team kept on at it. And when development
hit a snag, the team found solutions. And a few
years ago, all of this hard work paid off, and sci-
entists here at Argonne helped create a lithium
ion battery that costs less, lasts longer than any
that had come before. 

So what was just an idea two decades ago is
now rolling off assembly lines in cutting-edge,
fuel-efficient cars that you can plug in at night.
Well, imagine all the ideas right now with all of
these young scientists and engineers that 20
years ago—or 20 years from now will be offer-
ing solutions to our problems that we can’t
even comprehend, as long as we’re still fund-
ing these young scientists and engineers; as
long as the pipeline for research is maintained;
as long as we recognize, there are some things
we do together as a country, because individu-

ally we can’t do it. And by the way, the private
sector on its own will not invest in this research
because it’s too expensive. It’s too risky. They
can’t afford it in terms of their bottom lines.

So we’ve got to support it. And we’ll all ben-
efit from it, and our kids will benefit from it,
and our grandkids will benefit from it. That’s
who we are. That’s been the American story. 

We don’t stand still, we look forward. We in-
vent. We build. We turn new ideas into new in-
dustries. We change the way we can live our
lives here at home and around the world.
That’s how we sent a man to the Moon. That’s
how we invented the Internet. 

When somebody tells us we can’t, we say,
yes, we can. And I’m telling all of you, I am ab-
solutely confident that America is poised to
succeed in the same way, as long as we don’t
lose that spirit of innovation and recognize that
we can only do it together. And I’m going to
work as hard as I can every single day to make
sure that we do. All right?

So congratulations, Argonne. Let’s keep it
up. Thank you. God bless you. God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:31 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Ann M. Schlenker, Di-
rector of the Center for Transportation Re-
search, George Crabtree, Director of the Joint
Center for Energy Storage Research, Michael
Thackeray, Distinguished Fellow and Materi-
als Scientist, and Eric D. Isaacs, Director, Ar-
gonne National Laboratory; Thom Mason, Di-
rector, Oak Ridge National Laboratory; and A.
Paul Alivisatos, Director, Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory.

Memorandum on Deferred Enforced Departure for Liberians
March 15, 2013

Memorandum for the Secretary of Homeland
Security

Subject: Deferred Enforced Departure for Li-
berians

Since 1991, the United States has provided
safe haven for Liberians who were forced to

flee their country as a result of armed conflict
and widespread civil strife, in part through
granting Temporary Protected Status (TPS).
The armed conflict ended in 2003 and condi-
tions improved such that TPS ended effective
October 1, 2007. President Bush then deferred
the enforced departure of the Liberians origi-
nally granted TPS. I extended that grant of
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Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) to
March 31, 2013. I have determined that there
are compelling foreign policy reasons to again
extend DED to those Liberians presently re-
siding in the United States under the existing
grant of DED.

Pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States, I have determined that it is in the for-
eign policy interest of the United States to de-
fer for 18 months the removal of any Liberian
national, or person without nationality who last
habitually resided in Liberia, who is present in
the United States and who is under a grant of
DED as of September 30, 2011. The grant of
DED only applies to an individual who has
continuously resided in the United States since
October 1, 2002, except for Liberian nationals,
or persons without nationality who last habitu-
ally resided in Liberia:

(1) who are ineligible for TPS for the rea-
sons provided in section 244(c)(2)(B) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C.
1254a(c)(2)(B);

(2) whose removal you determine is in the
interest of the United States;

(3) whose presence or activities in the Unit-
ed States the Secretary of State has reasonable
grounds to believe would have potentially seri-
ous adverse foreign policy consequences for
the United States;

(4) who have voluntarily returned to Liberia
or his or her country of last habitual residence
outside the United States;

(5) who were deported, excluded, or re-
moved prior to the date of this memorandum;
or

(6) who are subject to extradition.

Accordingly, I direct you to take the neces-
sary steps to implement for eligible Liberians:

(1) a deferral of enforced departure from
the United States for 18 months from March
31, 2013; and

(2) authorization for employment for 18
months from March 31, 2013.

BARACK OBAMA

The President’s Weekly Address
March 16, 2013

Hi, everybody. As a nation, our top priority
is growing our economy and creating good,
middle class jobs. That’s why this week I’m
speaking to you from the Argonne National
Laboratory in Illinois, because few areas hold
as much promise as what they’re focused on
right here: harnessing American energy.

You see, after years of talking about it, we’re
finally poised to take control of our energy fu-
ture. We produce more oil than we have in 15
years. We import less oil than we have in 20
years. We’ve doubled the amount of renewable
energy we generate from sources like wind and
solar, with tens of thousands of good jobs to
show for it. We’re producing more natural gas
than ever before, with hundreds of thousands
of good jobs to show for it. We’ve supported
the first new nuclear power plant since the
1970s. And we’re sending less carbon pollution

into the environment than we have in nearly 20
years.

So we’re making real progress. But over the
past few weeks, we’ve got a reminder that we
have more work to do. We went through an-
other spike in gas prices, just like last year and
the year before that. It happens every year. It’s
a serious blow to your budget, like getting hit
with a new tax coming right out of your pocket.

Over the past 4 years, as part of our all-of-
the-above energy strategy, we’ve taken steps to
soften that blow by making sure our cars use
less gas. We’ve put in place the toughest fuel
economy standards in our history so that by the
middle of the next decade, our cars will go
twice as far on a gallon of gas. Over the life of a
new car, the average family will save more than
$8,000 at the pump.

But the only way we’re going to break this
cycle of spiking gas prices for good is to shift
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