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Couldn’t be prouder of her—so proud. So with
this bill, we reauthorize the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act to help more girls turn out like
Tye. That’s what today is all about.

So today is about all the survivors, all the ad-
vocates who are standing on this stage. But it’s
also about the millions more they represent,
that you represent. It’s about our commitment
as a country to address this problem in every
corner of America, every community, every
town, every big city, as long as it takes.

And we’ve made incredible progress since
1994. But we cannot let up, not when domestic
violence still kills three women a day, not when
one in five women will be a victim of rape in
their lifetime, not when one in three women is
abused by a partner.

So I promise you, not just as your President,
but as a son and a husband and a father, I’m
going to keep at this. I know Vice President
Biden is going to keep at it. My administration
is going to keep at it for as long as it takes.

And I know that all the advocates up here,
all the legislators, Republican and Democrat,
who supported this, I know they could not be
prouder of the work that they’ve done togeth-
er. And I think I speak for all of them when we
say we could not have done it without you.

So with that, let me sign this bill.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:16 p.m. at the
Department of the Interior. In his remarks, he
referred to James W. Johnson, chief, Baltimore
County Police Department; Diane E. Millich,
executive director, Our Sister’s Keeper Coali-
tion, Inc.; Sharon Stapel, executive director,
New York City Anti-Violence Project; and
Rosemary Hidalgo-McCabe, director of public
policy, Casa de Esperanza. S. 47, approved
March 7, was assigned Public Law No. 113–4.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Vice President Biden.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of John O. Brennan as Director of
Central Intelligence
March 7, 2013

With the bipartisan confirmation of John
Brennan as Director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, the Senate has recognized in
John the qualities I value so much: his determi-
nation to keep America safe, his commitment
to working with Congress, his ability to build
relationships with foreign partners, and his fi-
delity to the values that define us as a nation. 

With John’s 25 years of experience at the
Agency, our extraordinary men and women of
the CIA will be led by one of their own. I am
especially appreciative to Michael Morell for

being such an outstanding Acting Director and
for agreeing to continue his service as Deputy
Director.

Timely, accurate intelligence is absolutely
critical to disrupting terrorist attacks, disman-
tling Al Qaida and its affiliates, and meeting
the broad array of security challenges that we
face as a nation. John’s leadership and our ded-
icated intelligence professionals will be essen-
tial in these efforts. I am deeply grateful to
John and his family for their continued service
to our Nation.

Statement on Senator Carl M. Levin’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
March 7, 2013

If you’ve ever worn the uniform, worked a
shift on an assembly line, or sacrificed to make
ends meet, then you’ve had a voice and a vote
in Senator Carl Levin. No one has worked

harder to bring manufacturing jobs back to our
shores, close unfair tax loopholes, and ensure
that everyone plays by the same set of rules. As
chairman of the Armed Services Committee,
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