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we’re doing everything we can to continue to
grow this economy and improve people’s pros-
pects. All right. 

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Vice President Joe
Biden.

Statement on the Death of President Hugo Chavez Frias of Venezuela
March 5, 2013

At this challenging time of President Hu-
go Chavez’s passing, the United States reaf-
firms its support for the Venezuelan people
and its interest in developing a constructive
relationship with the Venezuelan Govern-

ment. As Venezuela begins a new chapter in
its history, the United States remains com-
mitted to policies that promote democratic
principles, the rule of law, and respect for
human rights.

Statement on Senate Action To Block the Nomination of Caitlin J. Halligan
To Be a Judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit
March 6, 2013

I am deeply disappointed that despite sup-
port from a majority of the United States Sen-
ate, a minority of Senators continues to block
the nomination of Caitlin Halligan to serve on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit. Nearly 2½ years after being
nominated, Ms. Halligan continues to wait for
a simple up-or-down vote. In the past, filibus-
ters of judicial nominations required “extraor-
dinary circumstances,” and a Republican Sena-
tor who was part of this agreement articulated
that only an ethics or qualification issue—not
ideology—would qualify. Ms. Halligan has al-
ways practiced law with the highest ethical ide-
als, and her qualifications are beyond question.
Furthermore, her career in public service and
as a law enforcement lawyer serving the citi-

zens of New York is well within the main-
stream.

Today’s vote continues the Republican pat-
tern of obstruction. My judicial nominees wait
more than three times as long on the Senate
floor to receive a vote than my predecessor’s
nominees. The effects of this obstruction take
the heaviest toll on the DC Circuit, considered
the Nation’s second highest court, which now
has only seven active judges and four vacan-
cies. Until last month, for more than 4 years,
the court has always had at least 8 active judges
and as many as 12. A majority of the Senate
agrees that Ms. Halligan is exactly the kind of
person who should serve on this court, and I
urge Senate Republicans to allow the Senate to
express its will and to confirm Ms. Halligan
without further delay.

Remarks on Signing the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of
2013
March 7, 2013

The President. Thank you, everybody!
Thank you. Well, please, everybody, have a
seat. Have a seat.

I want to thank all of you for being here. I
want to thank Secretary Salazar, my great

friend, for letting us into the building. [Laugh-
ter] Make sure everybody picks up their stray
soda cans and stuff afterwards. [Laughter] I
want to thank Attorney General Holder for
joining us. He’s doing a great job.
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We usually host these bill signings over at
the White House, but there were just too many
of you who helped to make this happen.
[Laughter] And you all deserve to be a part of
this moment. I want to thank everybody on this
stage. Joe just mentioned the extraordinary
work that each and every one of these leaders,
both advocates as well as legislators——

Vice President Joe Biden. And I left out
Congressman Tom Cole.

The President. Well, there you go. Give Tom
a big round of applause.

But everybody on this stage worked extraor-
dinarily hard. Most of all, though, this is your
day. This is the day of the advocates, the day of
the survivors. This is your victory.

Audience member. We love you, Mr. Presi-
dent!

The President. I love you back.
And this victory shows that when the Ameri-

can people make their voices heard, Washing-
ton listens. So I want to join Joe in thanking all
the Members of Congress from both parties
who came together, got this bill across the fin-
ish line.

I want to say a special thanks to Pat Leahy
and Mike Crapo as well. Thank you, guys, for
your leadership. And I want to give much love
to Gwen Moore, who worked so hard on this.

And I also want to take a minute before I
begin to thank the Senators who, just a few
hours ago, took another big step towards sensi-
ble gun safety reforms by advancing a Federal
gun trafficking bill. That’s real progress. Now,
the Senate Judiciary Committee sent legisla-
tion to the Senate floor that would crack down
on folks who buy guns only to turn around and
funnel them to dangerous criminals.

It’s a bill named, in part, for Hadiya Pendle-
ton, who was murdered in Chicago earlier this
year. You’ll remember I told this story about
how she had marched in the Inauguration pa-
rade and just a few weeks later had been
gunned down about a mile away from my
house.

So I urge the Senate to give that bill a vote; I
urge the House to follow suit. And I urge Con-
gress to move on other areas that have support
of the American people, from requiring uni-

versal background checks to getting assault
weapons off our streets, because we need to
stop the flow of illegal guns to criminals and
because Hadiya’s family and too many other
families really do deserve a vote.

Finally, I want to thank Joe Biden for being
such an outstanding Vice President. That’s
right, you can stand for Joe. Stand for Joe. Give
it up for Joe Biden. Joe is a hard-working Vice
President.

Audience members. Yes, he is!
The President. And he told me when he

agreed—when I asked him to be Vice Presi-
dent, he said, “Well, I don’t want to just be sit-
ting around.” I said, “I promise you, I won’t let
you just sit around.” [Laughter] And he has
not. He has played a key role in forging the gun
safety reforms that I talked about, largely by
working closely with survivors of gun violence
and their families. He forged the Violence
Against Women Act 20 years ago, never forget-
ting who it was all about.

So, on behalf of everybody here and all the
lives that you’ve had a positive impact and
touched through the Violence Against Women
Act—the survivors who are alive today because
of this law, the women who are no longer hid-
ing in fear because of this law, the girls who are
growing up aware of their right to be free from
abuse because of this law—on behalf of them
and all their families, I want to thank Joe Biden
for making this one of the causes of his career.

Now, as Joe said earlier, we’ve come a long
way. Back when Joe wrote this law, domestic
abuse was too often seen as a private matter,
best hidden behind closed doors. Victims too
often stayed silent or felt that they had to live
in shame, that somehow they had done some-
thing wrong. Even when they went to the hos-
pital or the police station, too often they were
sent back home without any real intervention
or support. They felt trapped, isolated. And as
a result, domestic violence too often ended in
greater tragedy.

So one of the great legacies of this law is that
it didn’t just change the rules, it changed our
culture. It empowered people to start speaking
out. It made it okay for us, as a society, to talk
about domestic abuse. It made it possible for
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us, as a country, to address the problem in a re-
al and meaningful way. And it made clear to
victims that they were not alone, that they al-
ways had a place to go and they always had
people on their side.

And today, because members of both parties
worked together, we’re able to renew that com-
mitment. Reauthorizing the Violence Against
Women Act is something I called for in my
State of the Union Address. And when I see
how quick it got done, I’m feeling—makes me
feel optimistic.

Because of this bill, we’ll keep in place all
the protections and services that Joe described,
and, as he said, we’ll expand them to cover
even more women. Because this is a country
where everybody should be able to pursue
their own measure of happiness and live their
lives free from fear, no matter who you are, no
matter who you love. That’s got to be our pri-
ority. That’s what today is about.

Today is about the millions of women, the
victims of domestic abuse and sexual assault,
who are out there right now looking for a life-
line, looking for support. Because of this bill,
they’ll continue to have access to all the servic-
es that Joe first helped establish 19 years ago:
the national hotline, network of shelters, pro-
tection orders that carry across State lines. And
because of this bill, we’re also expanding hous-
ing assistance so that no woman has to choose
between a violent home and no home at all.
That’s what today is all about.

Today is about all the law enforcement offi-
cials like Police Chief Jim Johnson. They’re the
first to respond when a victim calls for help.
And because of this bill, we’re continuing all
the training and support that’s proven so effec-
tive in bridging some gaps that were in actual
enforcement of the law so that we can actually
bring more offenders to justice. And we’re giv-
ing our law enforcement better tools to investi-
gate cases of rape, which remains a consistent-
ly underreported crime in our country. Help-
ing police officers deliver on the most impor-
tant part of their job—preventing harm and
saving lives—that’s what today is all about.

Today is about women like Diane. I’m so
grateful Diane shared her story. That takes

great courage. And tragically, it is a common
story. I know we’ve got tribal leaders here to-
day, and I want to thank all of you for fighting
so hard on behalf of your people to make this
bill a reality.

Indian Country has some of the highest
rates of domestic abuse in America. And one of
the reasons is that when Native American
women are abused on tribal lands by an attack-
er who is not Native American, the attacker is
immune from prosecution by tribal courts.
Well, as soon as I sign this bill, that ends. [Ap-
plause] That ends. That ends. Tribal govern-
ments have an inherent right to protect their
people, and all women deserve the right to live
free from fear. And that is what today is all
about.

Today is about all the Americans who face
discrimination based on sexual orientation and
gender identity when they seek help. So I want
to thank Sharon Stapel, who’s here. Where did
she go? There she is, right there—for the work
she’s doing, the great work she’s doing with the
Anti-Violence Project. But Sharon and all the
other advocates who are focused on this com-
munity, they can’t do it alone. And then now
they won’t have to. That’s what today is all
about. That’s what today is all about.

Today is about the women who come to
Rosie Hidalgo looking for support, immigrants
who are victims of domestic abuse. I mean,
imagine the dilemma for so many: If your im-
migration status is tied to a husband who beats
you or abuses you, if you’re an undocumented
immigrant, you may feel there’s too much to
lose by coming forward. The Violence Against
Women Act already had protections so that
victims could call the police without fear of de-
portation, and those protections saved lives.
And because we fought hard to keep them in
place, they remain a lifeline for so many wom-
en. That’s part of what today is all about.

Today is about young women like Tye, who
brought—who was brought into the sex trade
by a neighbor when she was 12 years old. Tye
was rescued with the help of an organization
led by trafficking survivors. Today, she’s en-
rolled in college. She’s working full-time to
help at-risk girls stay out of the sex trade.
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Couldn’t be prouder of her—so proud. So with
this bill, we reauthorize the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act to help more girls turn out like
Tye. That’s what today is all about.

So today is about all the survivors, all the ad-
vocates who are standing on this stage. But it’s
also about the millions more they represent,
that you represent. It’s about our commitment
as a country to address this problem in every
corner of America, every community, every
town, every big city, as long as it takes.

And we’ve made incredible progress since
1994. But we cannot let up, not when domestic
violence still kills three women a day, not when
one in five women will be a victim of rape in
their lifetime, not when one in three women is
abused by a partner.

So I promise you, not just as your President,
but as a son and a husband and a father, I’m
going to keep at this. I know Vice President
Biden is going to keep at it. My administration
is going to keep at it for as long as it takes.

And I know that all the advocates up here,
all the legislators, Republican and Democrat,
who supported this, I know they could not be
prouder of the work that they’ve done togeth-
er. And I think I speak for all of them when we
say we could not have done it without you.

So with that, let me sign this bill.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:16 p.m. at the
Department of the Interior. In his remarks, he
referred to James W. Johnson, chief, Baltimore
County Police Department; Diane E. Millich,
executive director, Our Sister’s Keeper Coali-
tion, Inc.; Sharon Stapel, executive director,
New York City Anti-Violence Project; and
Rosemary Hidalgo-McCabe, director of public
policy, Casa de Esperanza. S. 47, approved
March 7, was assigned Public Law No. 113–4.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Vice President Biden.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of John O. Brennan as Director of
Central Intelligence
March 7, 2013

With the bipartisan confirmation of John
Brennan as Director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, the Senate has recognized in
John the qualities I value so much: his determi-
nation to keep America safe, his commitment
to working with Congress, his ability to build
relationships with foreign partners, and his fi-
delity to the values that define us as a nation. 

With John’s 25 years of experience at the
Agency, our extraordinary men and women of
the CIA will be led by one of their own. I am
especially appreciative to Michael Morell for

being such an outstanding Acting Director and
for agreeing to continue his service as Deputy
Director.

Timely, accurate intelligence is absolutely
critical to disrupting terrorist attacks, disman-
tling Al Qaida and its affiliates, and meeting
the broad array of security challenges that we
face as a nation. John’s leadership and our ded-
icated intelligence professionals will be essen-
tial in these efforts. I am deeply grateful to
John and his family for their continued service
to our Nation.

Statement on Senator Carl M. Levin’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
March 7, 2013

If you’ve ever worn the uniform, worked a
shift on an assembly line, or sacrificed to make
ends meet, then you’ve had a voice and a vote
in Senator Carl Levin. No one has worked

harder to bring manufacturing jobs back to our
shores, close unfair tax loopholes, and ensure
that everyone plays by the same set of rules. As
chairman of the Armed Services Committee,
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