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internal procedures necessary to launch nego-
tiations on a Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership.

The transatlantic economic relationship is
already the world’s largest, accounting for half
of global economic output and nearly one tril-
lion dollars in goods and services trade, and
supporting millions of jobs on both sides of the
Atlantic.

We are committed to making this relation-
ship an even stronger driver of our prosperity.
In that regard, we welcome the High Level
Working Group’s recommendations on how
we can expand further our transatlantic trade

and investment partnership, promoting greater
growth and supporting more jobs.

A high-standard Transatlantic Trade and In-
vestment Partnership would advance trade and
investment liberalization and address regulato-
ry and other non-tariff barriers.

Through this negotiation, the United States
and the European Union will have the oppor-
tunity not only to expand trade and investment
across the Atlantic, but also to contribute to
the development of global rules that can
strengthen the multilateral trading system.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Libya
February 13, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13566 of
February 25, 2011, is to continue in effect be-
yond February 25, 2013.

Colonel Muammar Qadhafi, his govern-
ment, and close associates took extreme mea-
sures against the people of Libya, including by
using weapons of war, mercenaries, and wan-
ton violence against unarmed civilians. In addi-
tion, there was a serious risk that Libyan state
assets would be misappropriated by Qadhafi,
members of his government, members of his
family, or his close associates if those assets
were not protected. The foregoing circum-
stances, the prolonged attacks, and the in-
creased numbers of Libyans seeking refuge in
other countries caused a deterioration in the

120

security of Libya, posed a serious risk to its sta-
bility, and led me to declare a national emer-
gency to deal with this threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United States.

We are in the process of winding down the
sanctions in response to developments in Lib-
ya, including the fall of Qadhafi and his gov-
ernment and the establishment of a democrati-
cally elected government. We are working
closely with the new Libyan government and
with the international community to effectively
and appropriately ease restrictions on sanc-
tioned entities, including by taking actions con-
sistent with the U.N. Security Council’s deci-
sion to lift sanctions against the Central Bank
of Libya and two other entities on December
16, 2011. The situation in Libya, however, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign poli-
cy of the United States and we need to protect
against this threat and the diversion of assets or
other abuse by certain members of Qadhafi’s
family and other former regime officials.
Therefore, I have determined that it is neces-
sary to continue the national emergency with
respect to Libya.

BARACK OBAMA



The White House,
February 13, 2013.
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NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Decatur Community Recreation Center in Decatur, Georgia

February 14, 2013

Hello, everybody! Well, it is great to be in
Georgia! Great to be in Decatur!

You know, I can’t imagine a more romantic
way to spend Valentine’s Day—{laughter]—
than with all of you, with all the press here. Ac-
tually, Michelle says hello. She made me
promise to get back in time for our date to-
night. [Laughter] That’s important. That’s im-
portant. I've already got a gift, got the flowers.
I was telling folks the flowers are a little easier,
though, because I've got this Rose Garden.
[Laughter] Lot of people keeping flowers
around.

I want to acknowledge a few people who are
here. First of all, Congressman Hank Johnson
is here. Where’s Hank? Your mayor, Jim Bas-
kett, is here. Another mayor you may know,
Kasim Reed, snuck in here. I want to acknowl-
edge the Decatur School Board, who I had a
chance to meet and has helped to do so much
great work around here. Folks right here.

And of course, I want to thank Mary for the
wonderful introduction and for teaching me
how to count earlier today. [Laughter] I've got
to tell you it was wonderful to be there. T want
to thank all the teachers and the parents and
the administrators of Decatur City Schools, be-
cause behind every child who is doing great
there is a great teacher, and I'm proud of every
single one of you for the work that you do here
today.

Now, on Tuesday, I delivered my State of
the Union Address. And I laid out a plan for re-
igniting what I believe is the true engine of
America’s economic growth, and that is a thriv-
ing, growing, rising middle class. And that also
means ladders for people to get into the mid-
dle class. And the plan I put forward says we
need to make smart choices as a country, both
to grow our economy, shrink our deficits in a
balanced way by cutting what we don’t need,
but then investing in the things that we do

need to make sure that everybody has a chance
to get ahead in life.

What we need is to make America a magnet
for new jobs by investing in manufacturing and
energy and better roads and bridges and
schools. We've got to make sure hard work is
rewarded with a wage that you can live on and
raise a family on.

We need to make sure that we've got shared
responsibility for giving every American the
chance to earn the skills and education that
they need for a really competitive, global job
market.

As I said on Tuesday night, that education
has to start at the earliest possible age. And
that’s what you have realized here in Decatur.
Study after study shows that the earlier a child
begins learning, the better he or she does
down the road. But here’s the thing: We are
not doing enough to give all of our kids that
chance. The kids we saw today that T had a
chance to spend time with in Mary’s classroom,
they're some of the lucky ones, because fewer
than 3 in 10 4-year-olds are enrolled in a high-
quality preschool program.

Most middle class parents can’t afford a few
hundred bucks a week for private preschool.
And for the poor children who need it the
most, the lack of access to a great preschool ed-
ucation can have an impact on their entire
lives. And we all pay a price for that. And as I
said, this is not speculation. Study after study
shows the achievement gap starts off very
young. Kids who, when they go into kindergar-
ten, their first day, if they already have a lot
fewer vocabulary words, they don’t know their
numbers and their shapes and have the capaci-
ty for focus, they're going to be behind that
first day. And it’s very hard for them to catch
up over time.

And then, at a certain point—I bet a lot of
teachers have seen this—kids aren’t stupid.
They know they’re behind at a certain point,
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