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Statement on Easing United States Sanctions Against Burma
July 11, 2012

Today the United States is easing restric-
tions to allow U.S. companies to responsibly do
business in Burma. President Thein Sein,
Aung San Suu Kyi, and the people of Burma
continue to make significant progress along the
path to democracy, and the Government has
continued to make important economic and
political reforms. Easing sanctions is a strong
signal of our support for reform and will pro-
vide immediate incentives for reformers and
significant benefits to the people of Burma.

Burma’s political and economic reforms re-
main unfinished. The United States Govern-
ment remains deeply concerned about the lack
of transparency in Burma’s investment envi-
ronment and the military’s role in the econo-
my. As we indicated in May, the Armed Forces
and Ministry of Defense–owned entities will
not be covered by these general licenses. In
addition, U.S. companies will be asked to re-
port on their activities in line with international
corporate governance standards. I have also
signed a new Executive order that expands the
Secretary of the Treasury’s existing sanctions
authorities to those who undermine the reform
process, engage in human rights abuses, con-
tribute to ethnic conflict, or participate in mili-
tary trade with North Korea. This order is a

clear message to Burmese Government and
military officials: Those individuals who contin-
ue to engage in abusive, corrupt, or destabiliz-
ing behavior going forward will not reap the re-
wards of reform.

Americans for decades have stood with the
Burmese people in their struggle to realize the
full promise of their extraordinary country. Re-
sponsible investment will help facilitate broad-
based economic development and help bring
Burma out of isolation and in to the interna-
tional community. My administration will con-
tinue to support the Government of Burma in
its efforts to work toward international stan-
dards for economic growth, responsible gover-
nance, and human rights. And in all that we do,
we are committed to working with the people
of Burma as they shape a future of greater
freedom and prosperity future and continue
their national reconciliation and democratic
transition.

NOTE: The statement referred to Member of
Parliament and National League for Democra-
cy Party Leader Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma.
Executive Order 13619 and the related memo-
randum are listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Message to the Congress on Blocking Property of Persons Threatening the
Peace, Security, or Stabilization of Burma
July 11, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby report that I have is-
sued an Executive Order (the “order”) that
modifies the scope of the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13047 of May
20, 1997, as modified in scope in Executive
Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, and relied
upon for additional steps taken in Executive
Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Executive Or-

der 13448 of October 18, 2007, and Executive
Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, and takes ad-
ditional steps with respect to that national
emergency.

In Executive Order 13047, the President
found that the Government of Burma com-
mitted large-scale repression of the demo-
cratic opposition in Burma after September
30, 1996, and further determined that the ac-
tions and policies of the Government of Bur-
ma constitute an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign pol-
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icy of the United States. To address that
threat and to implement section 570 of the
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public
Law 104–208), the President in Executive Or-
der 13047 prohibited new investment in Bur-
ma. On July 28, 2003, the President issued
Executive Order 13310, which contained pro-
hibitions implementing certain provisions of
the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003 (Public Law 108–61) and blocked the
property and interests in property of persons
listed in the Annex to Executive Order 13310
or determined by the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, to meet designation criteria specified in
Executive Order 13310. In Executive Order
13448, the President expanded the scope of
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13047, incorporated existing designa-
tion criteria set forth in Executive Order
13310, blocked the property and interests in
property of persons listed in the Annex to Ex-
ecutive Order 13448, and provided additional
criteria for designations of other persons. In
Executive Order 13464, the President
blocked the property and interests in property
of persons listed in the Annex to Executive
Order 13464 and provided additional criteria
for designations of other persons.

While the Government of Burma has made
progress towards political reform in a number
of areas, including by releasing hundreds of
political prisoners, pursuing ceasefire talks
with several armed ethnic groups, and pursu-
ing a substantive dialogue with the democrat-
ic opposition, this reform is fragile. I support
this reform in Burma and the building of a
democratic political process that will allow all
of the people of Burma to be represented.
However, I have found that the continued de-
tention of political prisoners, efforts to under-
mine or obstruct the political reform process,
efforts to undermine or obstruct the peace
process with ethnic minorities, military trade
with North Korea, and human rights abuses in
Burma particularly in ethnic areas, effectuat-
ed by persons within and outside the Govern-

ment of Burma, constitute an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. To ad-
dress this situation, the order imposes addi-
tional measures with respect to Burma.

The order provides criteria for designa-
tions of persons determined by the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with or at
the recommendation of the Secretary of
State:

• to have engaged in acts that directly or
indirectly threaten the peace, security, or
stability of Burma, such as actions that
have the purpose or effect of undermin-
ing or obstructing the political reform
process or the peace process with ethnic
minorities in Burma;

• to be responsible for or complicit in, or
responsible for ordering, controlling, or
otherwise directing, or to have participat-
ed in, the commission of human rights
abuses in Burma;

• to have, directly or indirectly, imported,
exported, reexported, sold or supplied
arms or related materiel from North
Korea or the Government of North Ko-
rea to Burma or the Government of
Burma;

• to be a senior official of an entity that has
engaged in the acts described above;

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
to or in support of, the acts described
above or any person whose property and
interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to
have acted or purported to act for or on
behalf of, directly or indirectly, any
person whose property and interests in
property are blocked pursuant to the
order.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with
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the Secretary of State, to take such actions,
including the promulgation of rules and
regulations, and to employ all powers
granted to the President by IEEPA as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of
the order.

All agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate mea-
sures within their authority to carry out the
provisions of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 11, 2012.

NOTE: Executive Order 13619 and the related
memorandum are listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Aid Veterans Seeking
Employment
July 12, 2012

No veteran who fought for our Nation
overseas should have to fight for a job when
they return home. That’s why I’m pleased
that Democrats and Republicans in Congress
have come together to pass legislation that
will make it easier for veterans to put their
skills to work.

This legislation complements the new part-
nership launched by my administration that
will make it easier for manufacturing compa-
nies to hire thousands of returning service-
members who have the skills our country
needs. And it builds on several steps my ad-
ministration has taken to help veterans find a
job. Already we have created new tax credits
for businesses that hire veterans. The Joining
Forces initiative, begun by the First Lady and
Dr. Biden, has helped 90,000 veterans and mil-

itary spouses find jobs. And we have developed
online tools to help connect veterans to em-
ployers.

We’ve made progress, but we have much
more to do. Congress needs to pass legislation
creating a Veterans Job Corps so we can put
our returning heroes back to work as cops and
firefighters and on projects that protect and
preserve our public lands and resources. And
we must all continue our efforts to ensure that
these talented men and women who would be
an asset to any company have every opportuni-
ty to succeed after they serve our Nation.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4155. It
also referred to Jill T. Biden, wife of Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Virginia Beach, Virginia
July 13, 2012

The President. Hello, Virginia Beach! Thank
you! It is good to be back in Virginia!

A couple of people I want to acknowledge.
First of all, please give Ricki a big round of ap-
plause. We are so proud of her, not just for in-
troducing me—that’s not that big a deal—
[laughter]—but her serving her country, first
in uniform herself and then as a military
spouse. She is an example of what is best about
America, and we could not be prouder of her.

A couple other people I want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, your outstanding former
Governor and soon-to-be United States Sena-
tor, Tim Kaine. Your outstanding former Gov-
ernor and already Senator, Mark Warner.
We’ve got your Second Congressional District
candidate, Paul Hirschbiel is here. 

And I want to give a special acknowledge-
ment to somebody who’s not here, but who we
will always remember. She was a true trailblaz-
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