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agree on. Right? That’s what compromise is all
about. Let’s not hold the vast majority of
Americans and our entire economy hostage
while we debate the merits of another tax cut
for the wealthy. We can have that debate. [Ap-
plause] We can have that debate, but let’s not
hold up working on the thing that we already
agree on.

In many ways, the fate of the tax cut for the
wealthiest Americans will be decided by the
outcome of the next election. My opponent
will fight to keep them in place. I will fight to
end them. But that argument shouldn’t threat-
en you. It shouldn’t threaten the 98 percent of
Americans who just want to know that their
taxes won’t go up next year.

Middle class families and small-business
owners, they deserve that guarantee. They de-
serve that certainty. It will be good for the
economy, and it will be good for you. And we
should give you that certainty now. We should
do it now. It will be good for you. It will be
good for the economy as a whole.

So my message to Congress is this: Pass a
bill extending the tax cuts for the middle class;
I will sign it tomorrow. Pass it next week, I’ll
sign it next week. Pass it next—well, you get
the idea. [Laughter]

As soon as that gets done, we can continue
to have a debate about whether it’s a good idea
to also extend the tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans. I’ll have one position. The other
side will have another. And we’ll have that de-

bate, and the American people can listen to
that debate.

And then next year, once the election is
over, things have calmed down a little bit,
based on what the American people have said
and how they’ve spoken during that election,
we’ll be in a good position to decide how to re-
form our entire Tax Code in a simple way that
lowers rates and helps our economy grow and
brings down our deficit, because that’s some-
thing that we’re going to have to do for the
long term.

But right now our top priority has to be giv-
ing middle class families and small businesses
the security they deserve. You’re the ones who
are driving this recovery forward. [Applause]
You’re the ones who are driving this recovery
forward, and I think it’s time to widen the cir-
cle of opportunity and help more Americans
who work hard to get ahead. It’s time that we
learned the lessons of our past and lay the
foundation for a better future. That’s what I’m
focused on every day, and I hope Congress will
join me in doing the right thing.

So thank you very much, all, for being here.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Republican Presidential
candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts.
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The President. How’s it going, Iowa? Well, it
is great to see you guys. It is good to be back.
I’m not going to give a long speech because
I’m going to give a long speech there. But I just
want to say, first of all, all of you guys who were
involved 4 years ago, thank you. For those of
you who are getting involved for the first time,
welcome. 

This is going to be a close election. But I
have so much confidence whenever I come to
Iowa, because I remember 4 years ago, even
when the national press was writing us off, we

would come here, Michelle and I, and we
would talk to folks, and we would sit in people’s
living rooms and drop by a diner or a VFW hall.
And everywhere we went, we were reminded of
the strength and the decency and the values of
America, because nobody represents those val-
ues better than the people of Iowa.

We’re going to have two choices in this elec-
tion. And one choice is to take us down a path
of top-down economics and an approach that
says, if we do good for folks at the very top,
somehow everybody benefits.
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Audience members. Boo!
The President. And my vision, which says,

when we grow best, it’s because our middle
class is doing well and everybody who’s fighting
to get into the middle class. And this debate
we’re having right now about taxes, where we
want to go ahead and just make sure that 99.9
percent of the folks here, I suspect, would get
the tax break that they need to help provide for
their families, and folks like me, we can do
without, and we can lower our deficit, rather
than give more tax breaks to folks who don’t
need them and weren’t even asking for them—
that tax debate is representative of the kind of
debate that we’re going to be having on a whole
bunch of issues all throughout this election.

So the bottom line, though, is I’m going to
need your help. And all of you are going to be
bombarded with all kinds of negative ads, and

it’s going to be nonstop. But the thing you guys
taught me 4 years ago is that when you have
grassroots folks who are energized and enthu-
siastic, nobody can stop you.

So I hope you guys are ready to hit the
streets and knock on doors and make phone
calls and talk to your friends and talk to your
neighbors, because if you do, we’re going to
finish what we started in 2008 and remind ev-
erybody just why it is America is the greatest
country on Earth.

Thank you, Iowa! Love you, guys. Hope
you’re still fired up and you’re still ready to go!

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. at
Kirkwood Community Collge. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Cedar Rapids
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The President. Hello, Cedar Rapids! Oh, it is
good to be back in Cedar Rapids! 

All right, couple of people I want to ac-
knowledge. First of all, please give Jason and
his wife Ali a big round of applause. They are
just wonderful people. I’m so glad I had a
chance to meet them, and—now, they’re de-
bating what to name their son, so if you guys
have some suggestions—[laughter]. I asked
them, what about Barack? [Laughter] That was
not yet on the list. [Laughter] But they are
wonderful people, and they’ve got a incredibly
cute guy named Cooper. And so I really thank
them for their hospitality, and we appreciate
them so much. And Jason is starting as a high
school principal, so wish him good luck. He is
going to do a great job.

I want to acknowledge Mick Starverich——
Audience members. Starcevich.
The President. Starverich.
Audience members. Starcevich.
The President. Starcevich.
Audience members. Yay!
The President. I call him Mick. [Laughter]

And he is the president of Kirkwood and our
host today. Thank you so much.

I want to acknowledge our outstanding em-
cee, Peggy Whitworth. Great friend. Great
friend of mine. And one of my dearest friends
here in Iowa, your outstanding attorney gener-
al, Tom Miller, is in the house.

Now, if you guys have a seat, feel free to
take a seat. That way, if it gets a little warm, I
don’t want anybody getting overheated. You
guys are kind of out of luck. [Laughter] So
make sure you’re hydrated.

And Abraham Lincoln is in the house! My
homeboy from Illinois—[laughter]—and an
outstanding Republican endorsee. [Laughter]
There you go. 

Now, unless you’ve managed to hide your
television somewhere for the last year, you may
be aware that it is now campaign season.
[Laughter] And here in Iowa, it seems like it’s
always campaign season. You guys can’t get
away from it. And I know that it is not always
pretty to watch. There is more money flooding
the system than ever before. There’s more
negative ads. There’s more cynicism. Most of
what you hear in terms of the news is who’s up
or who’s down in the polls, instead of how any
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