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And so the thing that I want everybody here
to understand, each of you personally, is that
back in 2008, everybody said we couldn’t do it
because we were outspent—we weren’t fa-
vored. When a guy named Barack Obama runs
for President, that—he is not the odds-on fa-
vorite. That first race that I ran as a State sena-
tor, Michelle and I, we’re going around knock-
ing on doors, passing out leaflets. Nobody gave
us a shot. Everybody said, nobody can pro-
nounce your name, how are you going to win?
[Laughter] You don’t come from a famous
family. You don’t—we couldn’t afford to adver-
tise on TV.

And yet what we learned was that when or-
dinary people come together—when you be-
lieve in something so deeply that you’re willing
to talk to your friends and talk to your neigh-
bors and talk to your coworkers, knock on
doors and make phone calls—when the Ameri-
can people decide what’s right, then all that
money doesn’t matter. All the TV advertising
doesn’t matter.

And that stalemate that we have in Washing-
ton, where the other side is trying to block ev-
ery single thing we do and say no to everything,
the only people that can break that stalemate
ultimately is going to be you.

So I hope during the next 3, 4 months, I
hope you remember your family’s story. I hope
you remember your parents and how hard they
worked or your grandparents or your great-
grandparents, maybe some of them immigrants
coming to this country, not knowing what to
expect, but understanding if they worked hard

this was a chance where your dreams could
happen. And I hope you think about what we
have to do to make sure that that is passed on
to the next generation.

And I want you to know that when I ran in
2008, I said I wasn’t going to be a perfect man
and I certainly wasn’t going to be a perfect
President, but I’d always tell you what I
thought. I’d always tell you where I stood. And
most of all, I would wake up every single day
thinking about you, thinking about how to
make your lives a little bit better. Because in
you I see my own life and everything that my
parents and grandparents struggled for. And I
have kept that promise. 

And I intend to keep that promise as long as
I have the privilege of being your President. So
if you’re willing to stand with me and work
with me and knock on some doors with me and
make some phone calls with me, I promise you
we will finish what we started in 2008, and we
will remind the world just why it is that the
United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth. 

Thank you, everybody. God bless you, and
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. at
Washington Park. In his remarks, he referred
to Orlando Pace, former offensive lineman,
National Football League’s St. Louis Rams;
and Republican Presidential candidate former
Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts. He
also referred to his mother-in-law Marian Rob-
inson and brother-in-law Craig M. Robinson

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Parma, Ohio
July 5, 2012

The President. Hello, Parma! Hello, Ohio!
Well, it is good to be in Parma. Everybody
have a seat who can sit down. [Laughter] It is
good to be here. And this—now, this is the
right time for a rally. Now things have cooled
off a little bit. And I had a beer in Amherst, at
Ziggy’s, so I’m feeling good, feeling steady.

I want to first of all—I want everybody to
give Wendy a big round of applause for the in-
troduction. We’ve got some outstanding Ohio-

ans in the house. First of all, the mayor of Par-
ma, Tim DeGeeter is here. Stand up, Tim, so
everybody can see you. There you go. I don’t
know who the guy holding the mayor is, but—
[laughter]—nah.

Jack T. DeGeeter. That’s Jack!
The President. Oh, that’s Jack! [Laughter]

Got it.
You guys have some of the best Members of

Congress from this area. And nobody is fight-
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ing harder than your outstanding Senator,
Sherrod Brown. And his outstanding wife Con-
nie, who I love. We love Connie. Although,
Connie, I did tell Sherrod he can take his tie
off. I mean, it’s 8 o’clock. We’re in a park.
[Laughter] It’s hot. [Laughter] But anyway,
you keep on working on him.

Two outstanding Congresswomen, who are
looking after Ohio’s middle class every single
day: Betty Sutton is here, and Marcy Kaptur is
here. And I could not be prouder to have, as
one of my campaign cochairs, your former
Governor: The outstanding Ted Strickland is
here.

Audience member. And an outstanding Pres-
ident!

The President. Oh, and an outstanding Pres-
ident. Okay. [Laughter]

Now, I just want to first of all say thank you,
guys, for taking your time to come out. I hope
everybody had a wonderful Fourth of July. We
had a little barbecue in my backyard. [Laugh-
ter] It was little, had a few fireworks. Some of
you know that Malia turned 14 yesterday. And
she is just an incredible young lady, just like
Sasha is. Now, she used to be young enough
where I could convince her that all these fire-
works were for her birthday. [Laughter] But
she doesn’t believe me anymore. [Laughter]

And Michelle sends her love. Malia was hav-
ing a sleepover with some of her friends, and
Michelle thought, you can’t just have a house
full of girls and no parental supervision.
[Laughter] So just letting you know. But she
says hi, the girls say hi, and Bo says hi.

Now, you may not have noticed, but we’re in
the middle of campaign season here. And this
will be—one way or another, this will be my
last campaign, which gets me to thinking about
my first campaign. And I was a lawyer, and I
was teaching law, and this seat—the State sen-
ate seat came up. And I told Michelle, some
people had talked to me about running for of-
fice, what did she think. And she said, well,
that’s a dumb idea. [Laughter]

But after I explained to her why I thought it
might make sense for me to run, she joined in.
And we didn’t have a budget; we didn’t have
TV ads. We printed a bunch of stuff at

Kinko’s—[laughter]—and we had a few friends
who volunteered. And we started knocking on
doors, and I’d go in front of the grocery store,
and I’d shake hands. And we would march in
parades. In fact, the Fourth of July parade in
Hyde Park, back in Chicago, they had a tradi-
tion where they made folks who were in office
or running for office dress up. And somebody
had an outfit for me. It was sort of like a min-
uteman outfit with, like, a hat and sort of the
cutoff pants. And my legs are kind of skinny, so
I didn’t look very good in them. [Laughter] 

[At this point, an audience member whistled.]

The President. And then I won that race,
and so I served in the State senate. And then, I
got the idea of running for the United States
Senate after serving 8 years in the State senate.
And I decided to go to Michelle and ask her
what she thought. And she said, well, that’s a
dumb idea. [Laughter] But because I had had
a chance as a State senator to travel the whole
State of Illinois, which is a lot like Ohio—it’s a
mix of big cities and rural communities and
folks from every walk of life—and I started just
traveling the State. And I’d go to State fairs,
and I’d—we’d go to county fairs, and we’d stop
in little towns and meet folks and go to VFW
halls.

And what I realized during that Senate race,
and what I realized when I first ran for the
State senate, was the reason I got into politics
was because, in this country, there is this core
American idea that we celebrated yesterday,
and that is, if you work hard, if you take re-
sponsibility for yourself and your family, and
you don’t get discouraged when you hit some
setbacks, you can make it if you try. The basic
American bargain that says, it doesn’t matter
what you look like, where you come from,
where you worship, the idea is that you don’t
have to be born into fame or fortune. If you’re
willing to apply yourself and work hard, you
can make it. You can follow your dreams.

And the reason I got into that first race way
back when and the reason I ran for the Senate
and, ultimately, the reason I ran for President
was because that had been available for my
family. My grandparents participated in World
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War II. My grandfather fought in Patton’s ar-
my, and my grandmother worked on a bomber
assembly line. But when my grandfather came
back, he was able to study on the GI bill, and
they were able to buy their first home with
some help from the FHA. America gave them
that opportunity, didn’t give them a handout,
but gave them that chance. And when my
mom, a single mom, was raising two kids and
trying to get her education, there were grants
and loans available. And she could instill a love
of learning in me and my sister, and we had a
chance to get a great education.

And you look at Michelle’s family: Her dad
was what was called a stationary engineer at
the water filtration plant in Chicago, a blue-
collar worker. Even though he had MS, he’d
have to wake up an hour earlier than every-
body else to get dressed and get to the job, but
he never missed a day of work. And Michelle’s
mom, she stayed at home raising the kids and
then later became a secretary. They never had
a lot, but they had a chance to give their kids
this great education.

And so my whole life, and Michelle’s whole
life, was an example of this American Dream:
this idea that if you work hard, you can find a
job that pays a living wage and you can afford a
home, you won’t go bankrupt when you get
sick, you can retire with some dignity and re-
spect, you can take a vacation. It may not be
fancy. You might not be going to some fancy
resort, but you can go with your kids and enjoy
each other’s company and see the amazing
sights of this country.

And the problem was that you could feel,
over the last decade, how that dream was slip-
ping away for too many people. They were
working harder and harder, but it seemed like
wages weren’t going up, incomes weren’t going
up, opportunities weren’t increasing, the cost
of health care was going up, the cost of college
was going up, gas prices going up, groceries go-
ing up. So that basic bargain felt like it was slip-
ping away from too many people.

That’s what got me into politics. That’s why
I ran for the State senate. That’s why I entered
my first political race. That’s why I’m running
my last political race. Because I want to make

sure that the next generation, not just my kids,
but everybody, has that same chance, that we
get that bargain back for America’s middle
class. That’s what Sherrod is fighting for and
Marcy is fighting for and Betty is fighting for
and I am fighting for. That’s what you believe
in. That’s why I’m running for President of the
United States of America.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, this—these past 3½
years have made it tough on everybody. We
saw the middle class struggling and folks who
were trying to get into the middle class. I want
to say, by the way, when I talk about middle
class, I’m also talking about poor folks who are
doing the right thing and trying to get into the
middle class. And middle class is also an atti-
tude. It’s not just about income. It’s about
knowing what’s important and not measuring
your success just based on your bank account.
But it’s about your values and being responsi-
ble and looking after each other and giving
back.

Audience member. Giving back.
The President. Giving back.
And it was tough even before the crisis hit.

And then this crisis hit, and the auto industry
almost went under, and people lost their jobs,
and people lost their homes. And we’ve been
working 24/7, 365 days a year, for the last 3½
years to try to right the ship and recover.

And we’ve seen progress.
Audience member. It’s working.
The President. We’ve seen progress. When

some were saying, let’s let Detroit go bankrupt,
I said, let’s bet on the American worker. And
now that Chrysler plant is churning out some
of the best cars in the world. And GM is back
on top. And Ford is on the move.

We’ve seen manufacturing start to come
back to Ohio. We’ve seen the unemployment
rate drop. So we’ve made progress. But we all
know we’ve got so much more work to do.
There are too many folks still out of work,
homes still underwater. Too many kids are still
trying to figure out how to pay for their college
education. But you know what? These chal-
lenges had been building up over decades, and
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we knew we weren’t going to turn it around
overnight.

What we wanted to do was make sure that
we started moving in the right direction: mov-
ing forward, not moving backwards. And we’ve
been able to do that. We’ve been moving for-
wards. And frankly, we’ve been moving for-
wards without a lot of help from the other side.
We’ve been kind of yanking them. They’ve
been on our ankles and pulling us back—
[laughter]—but we’ve been moving forward.
But the truth is, there is so much more we
could be doing. And the reason I’m so glad
you’re here today is because the only way we
are going to keep moving forward is with you.

Now, I know you probably are already sick
of this election with all the commercials and all
the nastiness that’s out there and the foolish-
ness and the misinformation and all the politi-
cal reporting about polls and who’s up and
who’s down. But look, I want you to under-
stand: Nothing could be bigger right now than
the choice you’re about to make; the choice
you’re about to make. Because it’s more than
just being about two candidates or two political
parties; this is about two fundamentally differ-
ent visions of how we move forward.

Mr. Romney, his allies in Congress, they’ve
got a particular view. They believe that if we
cut taxes for especially the wealthiest Ameri-
cans, about $5 trillion on top of the Bush tax
cuts, paid for by cutting education and cut-
ting—making Medicare a voucher program
and cutting programs for our kids, that some-
how if we do that and we eliminate regulations
that we’ve put in place, thanks to the work of
these great Members of Congress, so that we
don’t have taxpayer bailouts of Wall Street
banks anymore—that if we roll those back, that
somehow all this is going to benefit you. That
first, it will benefit wealthy investors, and then
things will rain down on you and benefit you in
some fashion. That’s the theory.

Now, let me just say, this is a coherent theo-
ry. You can see it on their websites. They don’t
make a secret about what they’re planning to
do. The only problem is we tried it. We tried it
for about 10 years right before I was elected as
President of the United States, and it didn’t

work. It didn’t make the middle class stronger.
Job growth was sluggish. Your wages and your
incomes did not go up. It didn’t grow our econ-
omy the way it needed to. And it culminated in
the worst financial crisis we’ve had since the
Great Depression. So their theory was tried.
But it’s a theory.

I’ve got a different theory. I think they’re
wrong. As Wendy said, I don’t think we grow
our economy from the top down. I think we
grow the economy from the middle class out. I
think we grow the economy by making sure ev-
erybody has got a fair shot and everybody is
doing their fair share and everybody is playing
by the same set of rules.

And so when I look at how do we move for-
ward, I say, we’re making progress in manufac-
turing. Let’s make more progress. Let’s stop
giving tax breaks to companies that are ship-
ping jobs overseas. Let’s give them to compa-
nies that are investing right here in the United
States of America.

When I think about moving forward, I say,
let’s invest in advanced manufacturing in this
21st-century economy for us to make sure that
we’re at the forefront of advanced battery
manufacturing so the next generation of cars
are built here in America; investing in clean
energy to make sure that solar panels and wind
turbines are built here in the United States of
America. Those are smart investments. That’s
how we move forward.

When I think about moving forward, I think
about how do we make sure that American
young people are the best educated in the
world. So I want to hire new teachers, especial-
ly in math and science, and I want to train
them better and pay them better. And I want
to give 2 million more people the opportunity
to go to a community college and train for the
jobs that exist right now. And I want to make
college more affordable for young people and
bring tuition down. That’s how we move for-
ward. That’s my vision for the future.

And yes, I believe that we should have a
health care system that works for middle class
families. And I am—couldn’t be prouder of the
work that we have done in getting this health
care law passed. And there is so much
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misinformation out there, so I just want to
clear up a couple of things. If you’ve got health
insurance right now, here’s what this bill
means: It means that insurance companies
can’t drop you for no reason or when you need
it most; it means that your kids can stay on your
health insurance plan until they’re 26 and have
really gotten a job that provides them benefits;
it means that they can’t impose lifetime lim-
its—insurance companies can’t impose life-
time limits so that when you really need it, sud-
denly, they say, we don’t have any more insur-
ance for you. It’s a patient’s bill of rights for
you if you have insurance, and if you don’t have
health insurance, then it gives you a chance to
buy into a pool so that you get the same deal as
folks who are working at big companies do.
And if you’re a senior on Medicare, it means
your prescription drug costs are going to be
lower and we’re going to close that doughnut
hole that has hurt a lot of seniors.

Now, I think that was the right thing to do.
That’s part of moving forward.

We need to have an American energy policy.
We’re producing more oil and gas than we
have in a long time, and we’re importing less
oil from overseas than we have in the past. But
we can keep on doing more, not only increas-
ing production of traditional fuels, but in de-
veloping and inventing new fuels because we
need to free ourselves from our dependence
on foreign oil. And by the way, we can put peo-
ple back to work in the process. That’s moving
forward.

I want to rebuild America. I promised I’d
end the war in Iraq. I ended the war in Iraq.
We’re transitioning out of Afghanistan. We’ve
taken on Al Qaida, and we killed bin Laden.
And now I want to take half the money that
we’re no longer spending on war and use it to
drive down our deficits, and I want to take the
other half to start doing some nation-building
here in Ohio. [Applause] Do some nation-
building here at home. Put people back to
work rebuilding our roads and our bridges and
our schools, laying broadband lines and high-
speed rail. That’s how we build America.
That’s my idea of moving forward.

So I’ve got a different vision, and nowhere is
that vision, by the way, bigger than when it
comes to how do we deal with our debt and
our deficit. Biggest contributors to our debt
and our deficit, in addition to this recession,
were two tax cuts that weren’t paid for and two
wars run on a credit card. And Mr. Romney’s
proposal to deal with this is another $5 trillion
of tax cuts that aren’t paid for; or if they’re paid
for, on the backs of you. That’s not a plan to
deal with our deficits.

So what I’ve said is, look, we’re going to get
rid of programs that don’t work. We don’t want
to waste money. We can’t afford it; we don’t
have enough. And by the way, I’m not some-
body who believes that every government pro-
gram works. I don’t think government can
solve every problem. I don’t think we can al-
ways help folks who don’t want to help them-
selves. Now, I don’t care how much money we
spend on schools if parents aren’t parenting.

So government can’t do everything, but
there are some things we have to do to grow
the economy. So we’ve got to invest in educa-
tion. We’ve got to invest in basic science and
research. We’ve got to invest in infrastructure.
We’ve got to make sure that Medicare and So-
cial Security are there for our seniors.

So in addition to wise spending cuts, there’s
nothing wrong with asking the wealthy to pay a
little more in taxes. Now, let me just say this: I
don’t need a tax cut; Mr. Romney sure doesn’t
need a tax cut. I mean, I don’t want a tax cut if
it means suddenly students are having a tough-
er time affording going to college. I don’t want
a tax cut if it means seniors have to pay some-
thing more for Medicare.

And you know what, a lot of successful peo-
ple agree with that. And the reason they do is
because they remember what it was like when
they weren’t successful and somebody gave
them a helping hand. And so I think a lot of
people want to do the right thing. But we can’t
have a culture that just encourages selfishness
and looking out for yourself and not looking
out for anybody else, just looking out for you
and not the next generation.

So there are two fundamentally different vi-
sions about how we move the country forward.
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And the great thing about our democracy is
you get to be the tiebreaker. It’s up to you. It’s
up to you to decide what vision makes more
sense. Mr. Romney’s vision, the vision of his
Republican allies and some of the special inter-
ests in Washington, we’ve tried that vision, and
it didn’t work. My vision, the last time we tried
it was when Bill Clinton was President. And we
created 23 million jobs, we had a budget sur-
plus, and we created a whole lot of millionaires
to boot. Everybody did well, because we’re in
it together.

And ultimately, that’s what it comes down
to: Do you believe that we’re on our own, all of
us, or do you believe we’re in it together? See,
when I think about what’s made America
great, it’s been our rugged individualism and
our willingness to take risks and people going
out there and starting a small business that be-
comes a medium-sized business, becomes a big
business, they start hiring. All those things
have contributed.

But what has also made us great is there are
some things we’ve understood we do together.
We build the Hoover Dam and the Golden
Gate Bridge, together. We take care of our vet-
erans, together. We send them to school on the
GI bill, together. We invest in basic research
that creates the Internet, together. We send a
man to the Moon, together. We build the In-
terstate Highway System, together. We do
these things not because it helps any one of us
individually, but because it gives opportunity
for all of us to succeed. That’s what’s at stake in
this election. And you are the tiebreaker.

Now, over the next 4 months, you will see a
lot of stuff on TV. The other side is spending
more money than we’ve ever seen before. I
mean, you’ve got billionaires just writing $10
million checks. They just—they’re spending
money like nobody’s business. And all of them
have the same message, all these ads, which
basically is: The economy is bad, and it’s
Obama’s fault. [Laughter] I mean, they’ve got
variations on this theme, but it’s the same
theme every time.

Sometimes they say, it’s Obama’s fault be-
cause he thinks government is all the answer.
Sometimes it’s because, well, Obama, he

doesn’t have private sector experience making
a lot of money like the other guy. Some of it is,
well, he just thinks everything is fine, or he is
in over his head. But it’s all the same theme.

And I think a lot of people are looking at
this, they’re saying, we don’t know how this is
going to turn out because we’ve never seen a
sitting President outspent like this, with all this
money and all these negative attacks, and may-
be it’ll work.

Audience members. No!
The President. But it’s a plan to run a cam-

paign. It’s not a plan to put people back to
work. Their plan is not a plan to grow the mid-
dle class.

And when I think back to my first campaign,
and I think back to that first Senate campaign
that I ran, what I always remember, what Mi-
chelle and I learned, was folks can spend a
whole lot of money and they can run a whole
bunch of negative attacks. But when the Amer-
ican people decide what’s right; when ordinary
people are reminded of what’s best in us; when
we remember what our values are and we’re
willing to fight for them; when we’re willing to
say, you know what, this is not just about me,
but this is about my kids and my grandkids,
and so I’m going to work as hard as I can and
I’m going to talk to my friends and I’m going to
talk to my neighbors, I’m going to talk to my
coworkers, and I know it’s going to be frustrat-
ing and I know it’s going to be hard sometimes
and there are going to be setbacks, but I’m go-
ing to stay with it; and enough people start hav-
ing that feeling, nothing can stop them. Noth-
ing can stop you. I don’t care how much the
other side spends. You cannot be stopped once
you have decided what is right and what is
true.

In the last election, I told people, I’m not a
perfect man and I certainly wasn’t going to be
a perfect President. But I said I’d always tell
you what I thought and I’d always tell you
where I stood and I’d spend every single day
fighting as hard as I knew how for you, to try to
make sure that every single one of you had the
same chance as my family had, because I saw
myself in you. I saw my hopes and dreams in
you. And when I see your kids, I see my kids.
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And when I see your grandparents, I see my
grandparents. And I have kept that promise.

And as long as I have the privilege of being
your President, I will keep that promise. Be-
cause I still believe in you. And if you still be-
lieve in me, and if you’re willing to stand with
me and knock on some doors with me and
make some phone calls with me, we will finish
what we started in 2008, and we will grow this
middle class, and we will strengthen America,
and we’ll remind the world just why it is that
we live in the greatest nation on Earth.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 p.m. at
James Day Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Wendy Pitts, technician, General Motors Par-
ma Metal Center; Jack T. DeGeeter, son of
Mayor Timothy J. DeGeeter of Parma, OH;
and Connie Schultz, wife of Sen. Sherrod C.
Brown. He also referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng, mother-in-law Marian Robinson,
and brother-in-law Craig M. Robinson.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally in Poland, Ohio
July 6, 2012

The President. Hello, Ohio! How’s it going,
Poland? Well, it is good to be here. Everybody
have a seat. It is good to be here in Poland.

A couple of people I just want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, give Dan a big round of ap-
plause; he was outstanding. Your Congress-
man, Tim Ryan, is in the house—doing out-
standing work. One of my favorite people, for-
mer Congressman John Boccieri, is here. Give
him a round of applause. And Youngstown
Mayor Chuck Sammarone is here. Where’s
Chuck? There he is, right here. And all of you
are here, and I’m excited about that. 

Audience member. Obama! [Laughter]
The President. Hey! So I hope everybody

had a good Fourth of July. 
Audience member. Yes, how about you?
The President. I had a great Fourth of July.

[Laughter] We had some folks over to the
house. [Laughter] Had a little grilling going on
in the backyard. [Laughter] A few fireworks. It
gave us a chance to say thank you to the in-
credible men and women in uniform. We invit-
ed a whole bunch of military families over.
They do such a great job preserving our free-
dom.

It was Malia’s birthday on the Fourth of Ju-
ly, and she’s now 14. And it used to be I could
get away with telling her the fireworks were all
for her. [Laughter] But she’s a little old for that
now. She doesn’t believe me. But she says hi.
Michelle says hi. Sasha, Bo, everybody says hi.
I think Malia has got some friends over, and

Michelle decided unsupervised 14-year-olds
was not a good idea. [Laughter] 

But—now, as you may have heard, we’re on
the bus here in Ohio. We’ve been traveling
through. We went to Parma and Sandusky and
Maumee, and now we’re here, and Oak Har-
bor, Akron. And I’ve been eating a lot. [Laugh-
ter] And people have been commenting I need
to gain some weight, so the——

Audience member. Yes!
The President. Wait—[laughter]—who said

that “yes”? [Laughter] Well, you’ll be happy to
know that I’ve been eating. And in between
the eating, we’ve been talking a little bit about
politics. Now, you guys are getting bombarded
with all kinds of nonsense on TV. So I know
that sometimes politics can be discouraging,
and especially, Washington politics can be dis-
couraging, and it can seem small, and it can
seem petty. But the choice in this election
could not be bigger and the stakes could not be
higher. This year is going to be about more
than just two candidates or even two political
parties. What’s at stake this time is two funda-
mentally different visions about how America
moves forward, two ways of thinking about this
country.

When I think about America, I think about
my family, and I think about my grandfather,
who fought in World War II, and my grand-
mother, who, even with a baby, was working on
a bomber assembly line. And when my grand-
father came back home, he got the opportunity
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