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Statement on the Crash of a North Carolina Air National Guard C-130 in

South Dakota
July 2, 2012

Yesterday a military C-130 from the North
Carolina Air National Guard crashed while
supporting firefighting efforts in South Dakota.
The full details are still under investigation,
but the crew of this flight, along with their
families and loved ones, are in our thoughts
and prayers. The men and women battling
these terrible fires across the West put their
lives on the line every day for their fellow
Americans. The airmen who attack these fires
from above repeatedly confront dangerous
conditions in an effort to give firefighters on
the ground a chance to contain these wildfires:

to save homes, businesses, schools, and entire
communities. They are heroes who deserve the
appreciation of a grateful nation. I know Amer-
icans across the country share my concern for
the well-being of the surviving members of the
crew and my deep condolences to the families
of those who lost their lives. And I know that
Americans join me in expressing my deepest
gratitude for the selfless determination they
and thousands of men and women involved in
this fight in States across the country demon-
strate every day.

Statement on the Death of Andy S. Griffith

July 3, 2012

Michelle and I were saddened to hear about
the passing of Andy Griffith this morning. A
performer of extraordinary talent, Andy was
beloved by generations of fans and revered by
entertainers who followed in his footsteps. He

brought us characters from Sheriff Andy Tay-
lor to Ben Matlock and, in the process,
warmed the hearts of Americans everywhere.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Andy’s fam-

ily.

Remarks at a Naturalization Ceremony for Active Duty Servicemembers

July 4, 2012

The President. Thank you. Good morning,
everybody.

Audience members. Good morning, Mr.
President.

The President. Secretary Napolitano, Direc-
tor Mayorkas, distinguished guests, family and
friends, welcome to the White House. Happy
Fourth of July. What a perfect way to celebrate
America’s birthday: the world’s oldest democ-
racy, with some of our newest citizens.

I have to tell you, just personally, this is one
of my favorite things to do. It brings me great
joy and inspiration because it reminds us that
we are a country that is bound together not
simply by ethnicity or bloodlines, but by fideli-

ty to a set of ideas. And as members of our mil-

itary, you raised your hand and took an oath of
service. It is an honor for me to serve as your
Commander in Chief. Today you raised your
hand and have taken an oath of citizenship.
And T could not be prouder to be among the
first to greet you as “my fellow Americans.”

Now, looking back, it was an act of extraor-
dinary audacity: a few dozen delegates in that
hall in Philadelphia, daring to defy the mighti-
est empire in the world, declaring “that these
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States.”

Two hundred and thirty-six years later, we
marvel at America’s story: from a string of 13
Colonies to 50 States from sea to shining sea;
from a fragile experiment in democracy to a
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beacon of freedom that still lights the world;
from a society of farmers and merchants to the
largest, most dynamic economy in the world;
from a ragtag army of militias and regulars to
you, the finest military that the world has ever
known; from a population of some 3 million—
free and slave—to more than 300 million
Americans of every color and every creed.

With this ceremony today and ceremonies
like it across our country, we affirm another
truth: Our American journey, our success,
would simply not be possible without the gen-
erations of immigrants who have come to our
shores from every corner of the globe. We say
it so often, we sometimes forget what it means:
We are a nation of immigrants. Unless you are
one of the first Americans, a Native American,
we are all descended from folks who came
from someplace else, whether they arrived on
the Mayflower or on a slave ship, whether they
came through Ellis Island or crossed the Rio
Grande.

Immigrants signed their names to our Dec-
laration and helped win our independence.
Immigrants helped lay the railroads and build
our cities, calloused hand by calloused hand.
Immigrants took up arms to preserve our
Union, to defeat fascism, and to win a cold war.
Immigrants and their descendants helped pio-
neer new industries and fuel our Information
Age, from Google to the iPhone. So the story
of immigrants in America isn’t a story of
“them,” it’s a story of “us.” It’s who we are. And
now all of you get to write the next chapter.

Each of you have traveled your own path to
this moment, from Cameroon and the Philip-
pines, Russia and Palau and places in between.
Some of you came here as children, brought by
parents who dreamed of giving you the oppor-
tunities that they had never had. Others of you
came as adults, finding your way through a new
country and a new culture and a new language.

All of you did something profound: You
chose to serve. You put on the uniform of a
country that was not yet fully your own. In a
time of war, some of you deployed into harm’s
way. You displayed the values that we cele-
brate every Fourth of July: duty, responsibility,
patriotism.
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We salute a husband and father, originally
from Mexico, now a United States marine,
joined today by his wife Silvia and daughter Ju-
liett. Becoming a citizen, he says, is “another
step in the right direction for my family.” So
today we congratulate Francisco Ballesteros de
la Rosa. Where’s Francisco?

We salute a young woman from EI Salvador
who came here when she was just 6, grew up in
America, who says she “always had a desire to
serve” and who dreamed of becoming—who
dreams of becoming a—an Army medic. So we
congratulate Luisa Childers. Luisa.

We salute a young man from Nigeria who
came here as a child. “T left Nigeria,” he says,
“with the dream that we all have a destiny in
life and we are all born with the resources to
make a difference.” We are confident he will
make a difference. We congratulate Oluwato-
sin Akinduro.

We salute a young man from Bolivia who
came to America, enlisted in our military, and
has volunteered to help care for our veterans.
He’s becoming a citizen, he says, to be a “part
of the freedom that everybody is looking for.”
And so we congratulate Javier Beltran.

It has taken these men and women—these
Americans—years, even decades, to realize
their dream. And this too reminds us of a les-
son of the Fourth. On that July day, our
Founders declared their independence. But
they only declared it. It would take another 7
years to win the war, 15 years to forge a Consti-
tution and a Bill of Rights, nearly 90 years and
a great civil war to abolish slavery, nearly 150
years for women to win the right to vote, nearly
190 years to enshrine voting rights. And even
now we're still perfecting our Union, still ex-
tending the promise of America.

And that includes making sure the American
Dream endures for all those—like these men
and women—who are willing to work hard,
play by the rules, and meet their responsibili-
ties. For just as we remain a nation of laws, we
have to remain a nation of immigrants. And
that’s why, as another step forward, we're lift-
ing the shadow of deportation from serving—
from deserving young people who were
brought to this country as children. It's why we



still need a “DREAM Act” to keep talented
young people who want to contribute to our
society and serve our country. It’s why we
need, why America’s success demands, com-
prehensive immigration reform.

Because the lesson of these 236 years is
clear: Immigration makes America stronger,
immigration makes us more prosperous, and
immigration positions America to lead in the
21st century. And these young men and wom-
en are testaments to that. No other nation in
the world welcomes so many new arrivals. No
other nation constantly renews itself, refreshes
itself with the hopes and the drive and the op-
timism and the dynamism of each new genera-
tion of immigrants. You are all one of the rea-
sons that America is exceptional. You're one of
the reasons why, even after two centuries,
America is always young, always looking to the
future, always confident that our greatest days
are still to come.

So, to all of you, I want to wish you the hap-
piest Fourth of July. God bless you all. God
bless our men and women in uniform and your
families. And God bless the United States of
America.
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And with that, T want you to join me in wel-
coming onto the stage one of America’s newest
citizens. Born in Guatemala, he enlisted in the
Marine Corps, served with honor in Afghani-
stan. And I know he’s especially proud because
in a few days, his father Walter, who’s also here
today, will become a naturalized American citi-
zen as well. Where’s Walter? There he is over
there. [Laughter] Good to see you, Walter.
Please welcome Lance Corporal Byron Aceve-
do to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Right here.

Lance Corporal Byron O. Acevedo, USMC.
I'm nervous. [Laughter]

The President. You'll do great.

[At this point, L. Cpl. Acevedo led the Pledge of
Allegiance.]

The President. Thank you, everybody. Have
a great Fourth of July. Congratulations to our
newest citizens. Yay!

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House.

Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration

July 4, 2012

How’s it going, everybody? Are you hot? It’s
supposed to be hot. It’s the Fourth of July.
Happy Fourth of July, everybody! On behalf of
the entire Obama family, welcome to the
White House.

Now, the last thing anybody wants to do is to
ruin a nice backyard barbecue with a long
speech, so I'm going to be quick.

It is always such an honor for us to spend
this holiday with members of our military
and your extraordinary families. All of you
represent what is best in America. You serve
under our proud flag. You and your families
sacrifice more than most of us can ever
know, all in defense of those God-given
rights that were first put to paper 236 years
ago: life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-

ness.

So, as your Commander in Chief, but also as
an American, I want to invite all of you over to
say one thing: Thank you.

Today, all across America—at schools and
beaches, in town squares—Americans are cele-
brating the freedoms that all of you and your
families defend. Like many of them, we're
grilling in the backyard. We've got some pretty
good tunes for you. We've got the outstanding
Marine Band. Give them a big round of ap-
plause. And we've got Brad Paisley and his
band in the house for a little country.

We've also got all of you. We've got Army in
the house. We've got Navy. We've got Air
Force. You know we've got some Marines
here. And we've got Coast Guard. Today we
salute all of you.

We salute our soldiers, like Sergeant Alan
Ruehs, who, in the midst of an enemy ambush
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