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Statement on the Observance of Kwanzaa
December 26, 2012

Michelle and I extend our warm thoughts
and best wishes to all those celebrating Kwan-
zaa this holiday season. Today marks the first
day of the week-long celebration of African
American history and culture through the seven
principles of Kwanzaa: unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work and responsibility, cooper-
ative economics, purpose, creativity, and faith.

To many, Kwanzaa serves as a time of reflec-
tion: taking lessons learned from our past and
looking forward to a more promising tomor-

row. It reminds us that though there is much to
be thankful for, we must recommit ourselves to
building a country where all Americans have
the opportunity to achieve their dreams.

As families across America light the kinara
today in the spirit of unity, our family extends
our prayers and well wishes during this season.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary as a statement by
the President and the First Lady.

Statement on the Resignation of Lisa P. Jackson as Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency
December 27, 2012

Over the last 4 years, Lisa Jackson has
shown an unwavering commitment to the
health of our families and our children. Under
her leadership, the EPA has taken sensible and
important steps to protect the air we breathe
and the water we drink, including implement-
ing the first national standard for harmful mer-
cury pollution, taking important action to com-
bat climate change under the Clean Air Act,

and playing a key role in establishing historic
fuel economy standards that will save the aver-
age American family thousands of dollars at the
pump, while also slashing carbon pollution. Li-
sa has been an important part of my team, and
I want to thank her for her service in my ad-
ministration and her tireless efforts to benefit
the American people. I wish her all the best
wherever her future takes her.

Statement on the Death of General H. Norman Schwarzkopf
December 27, 2012

With the passing of General Norman
Schwarzkopf, we’ve lost an American original.
From his decorated service in Vietnam to the
historic liberation of Kuwait and his leadership
of United States Central Command, General

Schwarzkopf stood tall for the country and Ar-
my he loved. Our prayers are with the Schwar-
zkopf family, who tonight can know that his
legacy will endure in a nation that is more se-
cure because of his patriotic service.

Remarks on the National Economy
December 28, 2012

Good afternoon, everybody. For the past
couple of months, I’ve been working with lead-
ers of both parties to try and forge an agree-
ment that would grow our economy and shrink
the deficit, a balanced plan that would cut
spending in a responsible way, but also ask the

wealthiest Americans to pay a little more and,
above all, protect our middle class and every-
body who is striving to get into the middle
class.

I still want to get this done. It’s the right
thing to do for our families, for our businesses,
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