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It's been mentioned that Danny ended his
convention speech in Chicago in 1968 with the
word “aloha.” “To some of you who visited us,
it may have meant hello,” he said, but “to oth-
ers, it may have meant goodbye. Those of us
who've been privileged to live in Hawaii un-
derstand aloha means I love you.”

And as someone who has been privileged to
live in Hawaii, I know that he embodied the
very best of that spirit, the very best of “aloha.”
It’s fitting it was the last word that Danny
spoke on this Earth. He may have been saying
goodbye to us. Maybe he was saying hello to
someone waiting on the other side. But it was a
final expression, most of all, of his love for the
family and friends that he cared so much
about, for the men and women he was honored
to serve with, for the country that held such a
special place in his heart.

And so we remember a man who inspired all
of us with his courage and moved us with his
compassion, that inspired us with his integrity,
and who taught so many of us, including a
young boy growing up in Hawaii, that America
has a place for everyone.

May God bless Daniel Inouye. And may
God grant us more souls like his.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. at
the National Cathedral. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Irene Hirano Inouye, wife, D. Ken
Inouye, Jr., son, and Jennifer Hirano, step-
daughter, of Sen. Inouye; and Vice President
Joe Biden. He also referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng. The related proclamation of De-
cember 18 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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Good afternoon, everyone. When I took of-
fice, our Nation was engaged in two wars and
Al Qaida was entrenched in their safe havens.
Many of our alliances were frayed, and Ameri-
ca’s standing in the world had suffered.

Over the past 4 years, we've begun a new
era of American leadership. We ended the war
in Iraq, put the Al Qaida core on the path to
defeat, and we’re winding down the war in Af-
ghanistan. We've strengthened our alliances,
including in Asia, forged new coalitions to
meet global challenges, and stood up for hu-
man dignity from North Africa to the Middle
East to Burma. We still, of course, face great
challenges. But today I can say with pride that
the United States is safer, stronger, and more
respected in the world.

In this work, I've been grateful for an ex-
traordinary national security team. Tom Do-
nilon has been a part of that, and I'm grateful
to him. Of course, one of the most important
people in this whole transformation has been
our outstanding Secretary of State, my friend,
Secretary Hillary Clinton. Hillary wanted very
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much to be here today, but she continues to re-
cuperate. I had a chance to talk to her earlier
today, and she is in good spirits and could not
be more excited about the announcement that
I'm making.

Over the last 4 years, Hillary has been every-
where, both in terms of her travels, which have
seen her represent America in more countries
than any previous Secretary of State, and
through her tireless work to restore our global
leadership. And she’s looking forward to get-
ting back to work, and I am looking forward to
paying tribute to her extraordinary service in
the days to come.

Today, though, I'm looking ahead to my sec-
ond term. And I am very proud to announce
my choice for America’s next Secretary of
State: John Kerry.

In a sense, John’s entire life has prepared
him for this role. As the son of a Foreign Ser-
vice officer, he has a deep respect for the men
and women of the State Department, the role
they play in advancing our interests and values,



the risks that they undertake, and the sacrifices
that they make along with their families.

Having served with valor in Vietnam, he un-
derstands that we have a responsibility to use
American power wisely, especially our military
power. And he knows from personal experi-
ence that when we send our troops into harm’s
way, we must give them the sound strategy, a
clear mission, and the resources that they need
to get the job done. In an extraordinarily dis-
tinguished Senate career, and as Chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee, John has
played a central role in every major foreign
policy debate for nearly 30 years.

As we turn the page on a decade of war, he
understands that we've got to harness all ele-
ments of American power and ensure that
they're working together: diplomatic and de-
velopment, economic and political, military
and intelligence, as well as the power of our
values, which inspire so many people around
the world.

As John has said, we are an exceptional na-
tion “not because we say we are, but because
we do exceptional things.” And I'd say that one
of the more exceptional things we’ve seen in
recent decades was when John helped lead the
way, along with folks like John McCain and
others, to restore our diplomatic ties with Viet-
nam. And when he returned to the country
where he and so many others had fought so
long ago, it sent a powerful message of prog-
ress and of healing.

Over these many years, John has earned the
respect and confidence of leaders around the
world. He is not going to need a lot of on-the-
job training. He has earned the respect and
trust of his Senate colleagues, Democrats and
Republicans. I think it’s fair to say that few in-
dividuals know as many Presidents and Prime
Ministers or grasp our foreign policies as firmly
as John Kerry. And this makes him a perfect
choice to guide American diplomacy in the
years ahead.

On a personal level, John has been a great
friend. T've appreciated John’s partnership in
helping to advance so many of my foreign poli-
cy priorities, including the ratification of the
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New START Treaty. I've called on his talents
and diplomatic skills on several occasions, on
complex challenges from Sudan and South Su-
dan to the situation in Afghanistan. And each
time, he has been exemplary.

Of course, I also have to say thanks because
John invited a young Illinois State senator to
address the Democratic Convention in Boston.
I was proud to serve with him on the Foreign
Relations Committee under the tutelage of Joe
Biden—{laughter]—and where we all became
friends. But of course, nothing brings two peo-
ple closer together than weeks of debate prep.
John, I'm looking forward to working with you
instead of debating you. [Laughter]

Finally, I want to thank Teresa. As someone
who came to this country as an immigrant, she
understands the shining values that America
represents to the world. As a former interpret-
er at the United Nations, she appreciates how
our interests can be advanced in partnership
with others. Teresa, thank you so much for be-
ing John’s partner in this next endeavor.

I have to say, I think I speak for John and
Joe and myself. We just left Danny Inouye’s
funeral, a man who exemplified the very best
of the U.S. Senate tradition. And so I know
that, John, it won’t be easy to live the Senate
leave the Senate that you love. And I think it’s
fair to say that there are going to be some great
challenges ahead. An uncertain world will con-
tinue to test our Nation.

But even with all the challenges that we
face, I have never been more confident, more
optimistic, that if we act with wisdom and with
purpose, and if we're guided by our values and
we remind what binds us together as Ameri-
cans, the United States will continue to lead in
this world for our lifetimes.

So, John, I am very grateful that you've
agreed to take on this new assignment. I'm
confident that the Senate will confirm you
quickly. T guess you won’t be able to actually
appear and preside at the same time—[laugh-
ter]—so we’ll have to figure out how that
works. But I know that you are going to be an
outstanding Secretary of State.

Thank you so much. Congratulations.

1873



Dec. 21 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-

Remarks on the National Economy
December 21, 2012

Good afternoon, everybody. Over the last
few weeks, I've been working with leaders of
both parties on a proposal to get our deficit un-
der control, avoid tax cuts—or avoid tax hikes
on the middle class, and to make sure that we
can spur jobs and economic growth; a balanced
proposal that cuts spending, but also asks the
wealthiest Americans to pay more; a proposal
that will strengthen the middle class over the
long haul and grow our economy over the long
haul.

During the course of these negotiations, I
offered to compromise with Republicans in
Congress. I met them halfway on taxes, and I
met them more than halfway on spending. And
in terms of actual dollar amounts, we’re not
that far apart.

As of today, I am still ready and willing to
get a comprehensive package done. I still be-
lieve that reducing our deficit is the right thing
to do for the long-term health of our economy
and the confidence of our businesses. I remain
committed to working towards that goal,
whether it happens all at once or whether it
happens in several different steps.

But in 10 days, we face a deadline. In 10
days, under current law, tax rates are sched-
uled to rise on most Americans. And even
though Democrats and Republicans are argu-
ing about whether those rates should go up for
the wealthiest individuals, all of us—every sin-
gle one of us—agrees that tax rates shouldn’t
go up for the other 98 percent of Americans,
which includes 97 percent of small businesses.
Every Member of Congress believes that: ev-
ery Democrat, every Republican. So there is
absolutely no reason—none—not to protect
these Americans from a tax hike. At the very
least, let’s agree right now on what we already
agree on. Let’s get that done.

I just spoke to Speaker Boehner, and T also
met with Senator Reid. In the next few days,
I've asked leaders of Congress to work towards
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marks, he referred to Teresa Heinz Kerry, wife
of Sen. Kerry.

a package that prevents a tax hike on middle
class Americans, protects unemployment in-
surance for 2 million Americans, and lays the
groundwork for further work on both growth
and deficit reduction. That’s an achievable
goal. That can get done in 10 days.

Once this legislation’s agreed to, I expect
Democrats and Republicans to get back to
Washington and have it pass both Chambers.
And T will immediately sign that legislation into
law, before January 1 of next year. It’s that sim-
ple.

Averting this middle class tax hike is not a
Democratic responsibility or a Republican re-
sponsibility. With their votes, the American
people have determined that governing is a
shared responsibility between both parties. In
this Congress, laws can only pass with support
from Democrats and Republicans. And that
means nobody gets 100 percent of what they
want. Everybody’s got to give a little bit, in a
sensible way. We move forward together, or
we don’t move forward at all.

So as we leave town for a few days to be with
our families for the holidays, I hope it gives ev-
erybody some perspective. Everybody can cool
off; everybody can drink some eggnog, have
some Christmas cookies, sing some Christmas
carols, enjoy the company of loved ones. And
then I'd ask every Member of Congress while
they’re back home to think about that. Think
about the obligations we have to the people
who sent us here. Think about the hardship
that so many Americans will endure if Con-
gress does nothing at all.

Just as our economy is really starting to re-
cover and we're starting to see optimistic signs
and we've seen actually some upside statistics
from a whole range of areas, including housing,
now is not the time for more self-inflicted
wounds, certainly not those coming from
Washington. And there’s so much more work
to be done in this country: on jobs and on in-
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