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ple to be free to think for themselves and speak
their minds and pray as they choose. We want
them to surpass or do a little bit better than we
did. That’s what we want for our children.
That’s why we’re here, to serve them, to do ev-
erything in our power to leave our children and
the next generation a better, safer world.

And that’s why, over the past 4 years, we’ve
worked together, wherever we can, with your
nations in a new era of engagement, based on
mutual interest and mutual respect: strength-
ening alliances; forging new partnerships;
confronting the spread of nuclear weapons;
promoting open government, global health
and food security and fighting human traffick-
ing; ending one war in Iraq; winding down an-
other war in Afghanistan; going after terrorist
networks that threaten all of our people;
standing up for self-determination and free-
dom, from South Sudan to the Arab Spring to
Burma.

At the same time, we’re mindful that we’ve
got so much more work to do together. There
still are wars to end. There are still democratic
transitions to sustain. Violent extremism re-
mains out there and has to be confronted and
deadly weapons still have to be contained. We
have to work to ease tensions between nations
and uphold human rights. There are still politi-
cal prisoners that need to be freed and chil-
dren that deserve a better education. And all of
us have to be concerned about a changing cli-

mate that could have a profound impact on ev-
ery single country here.

This must be our work. And I’m here to
say tonight that this spirit of partnership with
your nations that defined my first term will
remain a core principle of my second term.
That’s my commitment. That is America’s
commitment. And that, I think, is one of the
ways we can honor all these beautiful chil-
dren and incredible teachers who were lost
this past Friday: by building a future that is
equal to their dreams and delivers on the
dreams of children all around the world just
like them.

So, as we gather this holiday season and look
ahead to the new year, I’d leave you with a sim-
ple message, a wish: In the face of violence,
let’s seek peace. In the face of injustice, let’s
strive for dignity. In the face of oppression,
let’s stand for liberty. And in the face of suspi-
cion and mistrust, let’s build empathy and un-
derstanding. Let’s understand that we need to
live together: as nations and as peoples and as
brothers and sisters, as children of a loving
God. I hope all of you have a wonderful holi-
day season, and I look forward to seeing you in
the new year.

God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:57 p.m. at the
Department of State.

Message to the Congress Suspending Generalized System of Preferences
Benefits to Saint Kitts and Nevis
December 20, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 502(f)(2) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)), I am providing
notification of my intent to terminate the des-
ignation of the Federation of Saint Kitts and
Nevis (St. Kitts and Nevis) as a beneficiary de-
veloping country under the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP) program. Section
502(e) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(e)) pro-

vides that if the President determines that a
beneficiary developing country has become a
“high-income” country, as defined by the offi-
cial statistics of the International Bank for Re-
construction and Development (i.e., the World
Bank), then the President shall terminate the
designation of such country as a beneficiary
developing country for purposes of the GSP,
effective on January 1 of the second year fol-
lowing the year in which such determination is
made.
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Pursuant to section 502(e) of the 1974 Act, I
have determined that it is appropriate to termi-
nate the designation of St. Kitts and Nevis as a
beneficiary developing country under the GSP
program because it has become a high-income
country as defined by the World Bank. Accord-
ingly, St. Kitts and Nevis’ eligibility for trade

benefits under the GSP program will end on
January 1, 2014.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 20, 2012.

Eulogy at the Funeral Service for Senator Daniel K. Inouye
December 21, 2012

To Irene, Ken, Jennifer, Danny’s friends,
and former colleagues, it is an extraordinary
honor to be with you in this magnificent place
to pay tribute to a man who’d probably be
wondering what all the fuss is about.

This Tuesday was in many ways a day like any
other. The Sun rose, the Sun set, the great work
of our democracy carried on. But in a funda-
mental sense, it was different. It was the first
day in many of our lives, certainly my own, that
the halls of the United States Congress were not
graced by the presence of Daniel Ken Inouye.

Danny was elected to the U.S. Senate when
I was 2 years old. He had been elected to Con-
gress a couple of years before I was born. He
would remain my Senator until I left Hawaii
for college.

Now, even though my mother and grand-
parents took great pride that they had voted for
him, I confess that I wasn’t paying much atten-
tion to the United States Senate at the age of 4
or 5 or 6. It wasn’t until I was 11 years old that
I recall even learning what a U.S. Senator was,
or it registering at least. It was during my
summer vacation with my family, my first trip
to what those of us in Hawaii call the Main-
land.

So we flew over the ocean, and with my
mother and my grandmother and my sister,
who at the time was 2, we traveled around the
country. It was a big trip. We went to Seattle,
and we went to Disneyland, which was most
important. We traveled to Kansas, where my
grandmother’s family was from, and went to
Chicago and went to Yellowstone. And we took
Greyhound buses most of the time, and we
rented cars, and we’d stay at local motels or
Howard Johnsons. And if there was a pool at

one of these motels, even if it was just tiny, I
would be very excited. And the ice machine
was exciting, and the vending machine, I was
really excited about that.

But this is at a time when you didn’t have
600 stations and 24 hours’ worth of cartoons.
And so, at night, if the TV was on, it was what
your parents decided to watch. And my moth-
er, that summer, would turn on the TV every
night during this vacation and watch the Wa-
tergate hearings. And I can’t say that I under-
stood everything that was being discussed, but
I knew the issues were important. I knew they
spoke to some basic way about who we were
and who we might be as Americans.

And so, slowly, during the course of this trip,
which lasted about a month, some of this
seeped into my head. And the person who fas-
cinated me most was this man of Japanese de-
scent with one arm, speaking in this courtly
baritone, full of dignity and grace. And maybe
he captivated my attention because my mom
explained that this was our Senator and that he
was upholding what our Government was all
about. Maybe it was a boyhood fascination with
the story of how he had lost his arm in war. But
I think it was more than that.

Now, here I was, a young boy with a White
mom, a Black father, raised in Indonesia and
Hawaii. And I was beginning to sense how fit-
ting into the world might not be as simple as it
might seem. And so to see this man, this Sena-
tor, this powerful, accomplished person, who
wasn’t out of central casting when it came to
what you’d think a Senator might look like at
the time, and the way he commanded the re-
spect of an entire nation, I think it hinted to
me what might be possible in my own life.
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