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has a heart heavy with hurt. Among the fallen
were also teachers, men and women who de-
voted their lives to helping our children fulfill
their dreams.

So our hearts are broken today. We grieve
for the families of those we lost, and we keep in
our prayers the parents of those who survived.
Because, as blessed as they are to have their
children home, they know that their child’s in-
nocence has been torn away far too early.

As a nation, we have endured far too many
of these tragedies in the last few years: an ele-
mentary school in Newtown, a shopping mall
in Oregon, a house of worship in Wisconsin, a
movie theater in Colorado, countless street
corners in places like Chicago and Philadel-
phia. Any of these neighborhoods could be our
own. So we have to come together, and we're
going to have to take meaningful action to pre-
vent more tragedies like this from happening,
regardless of politics.

This weekend, Michelle and I are doing
what I know every parent is doing: holding our

Statement on the Elections in Japan
December 16, 2012

I congratulate Liberal Democratic Party Pres-
ident Shinzo Abe on his party’s success in the
elections in Japan today. The U.S.-Japan alliance
serves as the cornerstone of peace and prosperity
in the Asia-Pacific, and I look forward to working
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children as close as we can and reminding
them how much we love them.

There are families in Connecticut who can’t
do that today. And they need all of us right now.
Because while nothing can take the place of a
lost child or loved one, all of us can extend a
hand to those in need to remind them that we
are there for them; that we are praying for
them; and that the love they felt for those they
lost endures not justin their own memories, but
also in their communities and in their country.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:35 p.m. on December 14 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on De-
cember 15. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Adam Lanza, suspected gunman in the
December 14 shootings at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, CT. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on December 14, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on December 15.

closely with the next Government and the people
of Japan on a range of important bilateral, re-
gional, and global issues. I also extend my appre-
ciation to Prime Minister Noda for his many con-
tributions to U.S.-Japan relations.

Remarks at the Sandy Hook Interfaith Prayer Vigil in Newtown, Connecticut

December 16, 2012

Thank you, Governor. To all the families,
first-responders; to the community of New-
town, clergy, guests—Scripture tells us: “Do
not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wast-
ing away, inwardly we are being renewed day
by day. For our light and momentary troubles
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on
what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what
is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eter-
nal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live
in is destroyed, we have a building from God,

an eternal house in heaven, not built by human
hands.”

We gather here in memory of 20 beautiful
children and 6 remarkable adults. They lost
their lives in a school that could have been any
school, in a quiet town full of good and decent
people that could be any town in America.

Here in Newtown, I come to offer the love
and prayers of a nation. I am very mindful that
mere words cannot match the depths of your
sorrow, nor can they heal your wounded
hearts. I can only hope it helps for you to know
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that you're not alone in your grief; that our
world too has been torn apart; that all across
this land of ours, we have wept with you and
we've pulled our children tight. And you must
know that whatever measure of comfort we can
provide, we will provide; whatever portion of
sadness that we can share with you to ease this
heavy load, we will gladly bear it. Newtown,
you are not alone.

As these difficult days have unfolded, you've
also inspired us with stories of strength and re-
solve and sacrifice. We know that when danger
arrived in the halls of Sandy Hook Elementary,
the school’s staff did not flinch; they did not
hesitate. Dawn Hochsprung and Mary Sher-
lach, Vicki Soto, Lauren Rousseau, Rachel
D’Avino, and Anne Marie Murphy—they re-
sponded as we all hope we might respond in
such terrifying circumstances: with courage
and with love, giving their lives to protect the
children in their care.

We know that there were other teachers
who barricaded themselves inside classrooms
and kept steady through it all and reassured
their students by saying: “Wait for the good
guys; they’re coming.” “Show me your smile.”

And we know that good guys came: the first-
responders who raced to the scene, helping to
guide those in harm’s way to safety and com-
fort those in need, holding at bay their own
shock and their own trauma because they had a
job to do and others needed them more.

And then, there were the scenes of the
schoolchildren, helping one another, holding
each other, dutifully following instructions in
the way that young children sometimes do, one
child even trying to encourage a grownup by
saying: “I know karate. So it’s okay. I'll lead the
way out.” [Laughter]

As a community, you've inspired us, New-
town. In the face of indescribable violence, in
the face of unconscionable evil, you've looked
out for each other, and you've cared for one
another, and you've loved one another. This is
how Newtown will be remembered. And with
time and God’s grace, that love will see you
through.

But we as a nation, we are left with some
hard questions. Someone once described the

1858

joy and anxiety of parenthood as the equivalent
of having your heart outside of your body all
the time, walking around. With their very first
cry, this most precious, vital part of our-
selves—our child—is suddenly exposed to the
world, to possible mishap or malice. And every
parent knows there is nothing we will not do to
shield our children from harm. And yet we also
know that with that child’s very first step and
each step after that, they're separating from us;
that we won’t—that we can’t—always be there
for them. They'll suffer sickness and setbacks
and broken hearts and disappointments. And
we learn that our most important job is to give
them what they need to become self-reliant
and capable and resilient, ready to face the
world without fear.

And we know we can’t do this by ourselves.
It comes as a shock at a certain point where
you realize, no matter how much you love
these kids, you can’t do it by yourself; that this
job of keeping our children safe and teaching
them well is something we can only do togeth-
er, with the help of friends and neighbors, the
help of a community, and the help of a nation.
And in that way, we come to realize that we
bear a responsibility for every child because
we're counting on everybody else to help look
after ours; that we’re all parents; that they're all
our children.

This is our first task: caring for our children.
It’s our first job. If we don’t get that right, we
don’t get anything right. That’s how, as a soci-
ety, we will be judged.

And by that measure, can we truly say, as a
nation, that we’re meeting our obligations?
Can we honestly say that we're doing enough
to keep our children—all of them—safe from
harm? Can we claim, as a nation, that we’re all
together there, letting them know that they are
loved and teaching them to love in return? Can
we say that we're truly doing enough to give all
the children of this country the chance they
deserve to live out their lives in happiness and
with purpose?

I've been reflecting on this the last few days,
and if were honest with ourselves, the answer
is no. We're not doing enough. And we will
have to change.



Since I've been President, this is the fourth
time we have come together to comfort a
grieving community torn apart by mass shoot-
ings, the fourth time we’'ve hugged survivors,
the fourth time we’ve consoled the families of
victims. And in between, there have been an
endless series of deadly shootings across the
country, almost daily reports of victims, many
of them children, in small towns and big cities
all across America, victims whose—much of
the time, their only fault was being in the
wrong place at the wrong time.

We can’t tolerate this anymore. These trage-
dies must end. And to end them, we must
change. We will be told that the causes of such
violence are complex, and that is true. No sin-
gle law—no set of laws—can eliminate evil
from the world or prevent every senseless act
of violence in our society.

But that can’t be an excuse for inaction.
Surely, we can do better than this. If there is
even one step we can take to save another child
or another parent or another town from the
grief that’s visited Tucson and Aurora and Oak
Creek and Newtown and communities from
Columbine to Blacksburg before that, then
surely we have an obligation to try.

In the coming weeks, I will use whatever
power this office holds to engage my fellow cit-
izens—from law enforcement to mental health
professionals to parents and educators—in an
effort aimed at preventing more tragedies like
this. Because what choice do we have? We
can’t accept events like this as routine. Are we
really prepared to say that we’re powerless in
the face of such carnage, that the politics are
too hard? Are we prepared to say that such vio-
lence visited on our children year after year af-
ter year is somehow the price of our freedom?

All the world’s religions—so many of them
represented here today—start with a simple
question: Why are we here? What gives our life
meaning? What gives our acts purpose? We
know our time on this Earth is fleeting. We
know that we will each have our share of plea-
sure and pain; that even after we chase after
some earthly goal, whether it’s wealth or power
or fame or just simple comfort, we will in some
fashion fall short of what we had hoped. We
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know that no matter how good our intentions,
we'll all stumble sometimes, in some way.
We'll make mistakes; we will experience hard-
ships. And even when we’re trying to do the
right thing, we know that much of our time will
be spent groping through the darkness, so of-
ten unable to discern God’s heavenly plans.

There’s only one thing we can be sure of,
and that is the love that we have: for our chil-
dren, for our families, for each other. The
warmth of a small child’s embrace: That is
true. The memories we have of them, the joy
that they bring, the wonder we see through
their eyes, that fierce and boundless love we
feel for them, a love that takes us out of our-
selves and binds us to something larger—we
know that’s what matters. We know we're al-
ways doing right when we're taking care of
them, when we're teaching them well, when
we’re showing acts of kindness. We don’t go
wrong when we do that.

That’s what we can be sure of. And that’s
what you, the people of Newtown, have re-
minded us. That’s how you've inspired us. You
remind us what matters. And that’s what
should drive us forward in everything we do,
for as long as God sees fit to keep us on this
Earth.

“Let the little children come to me,” Jesus
said, “and do not hinder them—for to such be-
longs the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Charlotte. Daniel. Olivia. Josephine. Ana.
Dylan. Madeleine. Catherine. Chase. Jesse.
James. Grace. Emilie. Jack. Noah. Caroline.
Jessica. Benjamin. Avielle. Allison.

God has called them all home. For those of
us who remain, let us find the strength to carry
on and make our country worthy of their mem-
ory.

May God bless and keep those we’ve lost in
His heavenly place. May He grace those we
still have with His holy comfort. And may He
bless and watch over this community and the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:37 p.m. at
Newtown High School. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Dannel P. Malloy of Con-
necticut, who introduced the President;
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Dawn Lafferty Hochsprung, principal, Mary
Sherlach, school psychologist, Victoria Soto,
first grade teacher, Lauren G. Rousseau,
permanent substitute teacher, Rachel D’Avi-
no and Anne Marie Murphy, teacher aides,
and Charlotte Bacon, Daniel Barden, Olivia
Engel, Josephine Gay, Madeleine Hsu,
Catherine Hubbard, Chase Kowalski, Jesse

Lewis, Ana Marquez-Greene, Dylan Hock-
ley, James Mattioli, Grace A. McDonnell,
Emilie Parker, Jack Pinto, Noah Pozner,
Caroline Previdi, Jessica Rekos, Benjamin
Wheeler, Avielle Richman, and Allison Wy-
att, students, Sandy Hook Elementary
School, who were killed in the December 14
shootings in Newtown, CT.

Statement on the Death of Senator Daniel K. Inouye

December 17, 2012

Tonight our country has lost a true Ameri-
can hero with the passing of Senator Daniel
Inouye. The second longest serving Senator
in the history of the Chamber, Danny repre-
sented the people of Hawaii in Congress
from the moment they joined the Union. In
Washington, he worked to strengthen our
military, forge bipartisan consensus, and
hold those of us in Government accountable
to the people we were elected to serve. But
it was his incredible bravery during World

The President’s New Conference
December 19, 2012

The President. Good morning, everybody.
It’s now been 5 days since the heartbreaking
tragedy in Newtown, Connecticut, 3 days since
we gathered as a nation to pray for the victims.
And today a few more of the 20 small children
and 6 educators who were taken from us will
be laid to rest.

We may never know all the reasons why this
tragedy happened. We do know that every day
since, more Americans have died of gun violence.
We know such violence has terrible consequenc-
es for our society. And if there is even one thing
that we can do to prevent any of these events, we
have a deep obligation—all of us—to try.

Over these past 5 days, a discussion has re-
emerged as to what we might do not only to
deter mass shootings in the future, but to re-
duce the epidemic of gun violence that plagues
this country every single day. And it’s encour-
aging that people of all different backgrounds

and beliefs and political persuasions have been
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War II—including one heroic effort that cost
him his arm, but earned him the Medal of
Honor—that made Danny not just a col-
league and a mentor, but someone revered
by all of us lucky enough to know him. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the Inouye
family.

NOTE: The related proclamation of December
18 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

willing to challenge some old assumptions and
change longstanding positions.

That conversation has to continue, but this
time, the words need to lead to action.

We know this is a complex issue that stirs
deeply held passions and political divides. And
as I said on Sunday night, there’s no law or set
of laws that can prevent every senseless act of
violence in our society. We're going to need to
work on making access to mental health care at
least as easy as access to a gun. We're going to
need to look more closely at a culture that all
too often glorifies guns and violence. And any
actions we must take must begin inside the
home and inside our hearts.

But the fact that this problem is complex
can no longer be an excuse for doing nothing.
The fact that we can’t prevent every act of vio-
lence doesn’t mean we can’t steadily reduce
the violence and prevent the very worst vio-
lence.
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