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compliance with the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the then-Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (now Serbia), while
maintaining a safe and secure environment. To-
day, KFOR deters renewed hostilities in coop-
eration with local authorities, bilateral partners,
and international institutions. The principal
military tasks of KFOR forces are to help main-
tain a safe and secure environment and to en-
sure freedom of movement throughout Kosovo.

Currently, 22 NATO Allies contribute to
KFOR. Eight non-NATO countries also partic-
ipate. The United States contribution to
KFOR is approximately 760 U.S. military per-
sonnel out of the total strength of approximate-
ly 5,989 personnel, which includes a temporar-
ily deployed operational reserve force.

REGIONAL SECURITY OPERATIONS

As noted in my report of September 14, on
September 12 a security force deployed to Lib-
ya to support the security of U.S. personnel in
Libya. Further, on September 13, an addition-
al security force arrived in Yemen in response

to security threats there. These forces will re-
main in place until the security situation no
longer requires them.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief (including the authori-
ty to carry out Public Law 107–40 and other
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well as my
constitutional and statutory authority to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year
2013 Budget Request
December 14, 2012

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional authority and as
contemplated by section 446 of the District of
Columbia Self-Government and Governmental
Reorganization Act as amended in 1989, I am
transmitting the District of Columbia’s fiscal year
(FY) 2013 Budget and Financial Plan. This trans-
mittal does not represent an endorsement of the
contents of the D.C. government’s requests.

The proposed FY 2013 Budget and Finan-
cial Plan reflects the major programmatic ob-

jectives of the Mayor and the Council of the
District of Columbia. For FY 2013, the District
estimates total revenues and expenditures of
$11.4 billion.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 14, 2012.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

The President’s Weekly Address
December 15, 2012

On Friday, we learned that more than two
dozen people were killed when a gunman
opened fire in an elementary school in New-

town, Connecticut. Most of those who died
were just young children with their whole lives
ahead of them. And every parent in America
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has a heart heavy with hurt. Among the fallen
were also teachers, men and women who de-
voted their lives to helping our children fulfill
their dreams.

So our hearts are broken today. We grieve
for the families of those we lost, and we keep in
our prayers the parents of those who survived.
Because, as blessed as they are to have their
children home, they know that their child’s in-
nocence has been torn away far too early.

As a nation, we have endured far too many
of these tragedies in the last few years: an ele-
mentary school in Newtown, a shopping mall
in Oregon, a house of worship in Wisconsin, a
movie theater in Colorado, countless street
corners in places like Chicago and Philadel-
phia. Any of these neighborhoods could be our
own. So we have to come together, and we’re
going to have to take meaningful action to pre-
vent more tragedies like this from happening,
regardless of politics.

This weekend, Michelle and I are doing
what I know every parent is doing: holding our

children as close as we can and reminding
them how much we love them.

There are families in Connecticut who can’t
do that today. And they need all of us right now.
Because while nothing can take the place of a
lost child or loved one, all of us can extend a
hand to those in need to remind them that we
are there for them; that we are praying for
them; and that the love they felt for those they
lost endures not just in their own memories, but
also in their communities and in their country.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:35 p.m. on December 14 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on De-
cember 15. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Adam Lanza, suspected gunman in the
December 14 shootings at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, CT. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on December 14, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on December 15.

Statement on the Elections in Japan
December 16, 2012

I congratulate Liberal Democratic Party Pres-
ident Shinzo Abe on his party’s success in the
elections in Japan today. The U.S.-Japan alliance
serves as the cornerstone of peace and prosperity
in the Asia-Pacific, and I look forward to working

closely with the next Government and the people
of Japan on a range of important bilateral, re-
gional, and global issues. I also extend my appre-
ciation to Prime Minister Noda for his many con-
tributions to U.S.-Japan relations.

Remarks at the Sandy Hook Interfaith Prayer Vigil in Newtown, Connecticut
December 16, 2012

Thank you, Governor. To all the families,
first-responders; to the community of New-
town, clergy, guests—Scripture tells us: “Do
not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wast-
ing away, inwardly we are being renewed day
by day. For our light and momentary troubles
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on
what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what
is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eter-
nal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live
in is destroyed, we have a building from God,

an eternal house in heaven, not built by human
hands.”

We gather here in memory of 20 beautiful
children and 6 remarkable adults. They lost
their lives in a school that could have been any
school, in a quiet town full of good and decent
people that could be any town in America.

Here in Newtown, I come to offer the love
and prayers of a nation. I am very mindful that
mere words cannot match the depths of your
sorrow, nor can they heal your wounded
hearts. I can only hope it helps for you to know
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