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vation in South Dakota, which is one of the
poorest parts of the country. And unemploy-
ment there is rampant. High rates of disease
and violence are often forcing folks to down-
size their dreams. But there’s a more promis-
ing statistic in Pine Ridge. More than half of
Pine Ridge’s population is under 30 years old.
And many of those young people, like Nick, are
giving all they have to help turn things around.

So Nick heads up a nonprofit in Pine Ridge.
A few years ago, with the support of some
grants and other members of his tribe, Nick
built a community center that uses spiritual
and cultural teachings to help young people
stay off drugs and their parents live healthier
lifestyles. And it’s making a difference. So to-
day, he’s building something bigger: a clean
energy community that will provide affordable
housing for folks who need it and help more
Lakota small businesses get off the ground.

Day by day, family by family, community by
community, Nick and his nonprofit have
helped inspire a new beginning for Pine Ridge.
In fact, just a few months ago, young and old
came together to adopt a long-term plan that
commits to bringing back jobs and develop-
ment, bringing back native languages and cus-
toms, bringing back the spiritual strength that
for so long has defined the Lakota people. And
Nick says, “We've decided as a community to
take ownership of our own future.”
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See, that makes me hopeful, talking to
young people like that, because throughout In-
dian Country, you've got a generation ready to
build on what generations before them have
built. They're out there stirring with hope and
restless for change and ready to take ownership
of their future.

So let’s make sure our work here is worthy
of their efforts. Let’s do everything we can to
get things in the best shape possible for when
they're in charge.

And over the next 4 years, as long as I have
the privilege of serving as your President,
we're going to keep working together to make
sure that the promise of America is fully real-
ized for every Native American.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at the
Department of the Interior. In his remarks, he
referred to Brian Cladoosby, chairman, Swin-
omish Indian Tribal Community; Jodi Archam-
bault Gillette, Senior Policy Adviser for Native
American Affairs, Domestic Policy Council;
Charles Galbraith, Associate Director, Office
of Intergovernmental Affairs and Public En-
gagement; and Nick Tilsen, executive director,
Thunder Valley Community Development
Corporation.
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Well, I want to, first of all, just thank Tiffany
and Richard, Jimmie and Velma for opening
up their beautiful home to us. The reason that
we're here is because Tiffany is one of the peo-
ple who responded to “My2K.”

As many of you know, we asked folks all
across the country to talk a little bit about what
would it mean if their income taxes went up in
2013, and Tiffany, who is a high school teacher,
responded. Her husband, Richard, works at a
Toyota dealership. They actually live with Tif-
fany’s parents, both of whom are still working.
And so what Tiffany pointed out was that an in-
crease of $2,000 or so for her and her husband

in this household would actually mean $4,000
that was lost. And a couple of thousand dollars
means a couple months’ rent for this family.

And the story they tell about working hard,
my understanding is they're interested in start-
ing a business as well as the work that they cur-
rently do. They've got dreams and ambitions.
They've got a beautiful 6-year-old son, Noah,
who’s back with great-grandma. And they're
keeping it together, theyre working hard,
they’re meeting their responsibilities.

For them to be burdened unnecessarily be-
cause Democrats and Republicans aren’t com-
ing together to solve this problem gives you a
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sense of the costs involved in very personal
terms. Obviously, it would also have an impact
on our economy, because if this family has a
couple of thousand dollars less to spend, that
translates into $200 billion of less consumer
spending next year. And that’s bad for busi-
nesses large and small. It’s bad for our econo-
my. It means less folks are being hired, and we
can be back in a downward spiral instead of the
kind of virtuous cycle that we want to see.

So the message that I got from Tiffany and
the message that, I think, we all want to send
to Members of Congress is this is a solvable
problem. The Senate has already passed a bill
that would make sure that middle class taxes
do not go up next year by a single dime. Nine-
ty-eight percent of Americans whose incomes
are $250,000 a year or less would not see any
increases. Ninety-seven percent of small busi-
nesses would not see any increases in their in-
come taxes. And even folks who make more
than $250,000 would still have a tax break for
their incomes up to $250,000. So 100 percent
of Americans actually would be keeping a por-
tion of their tax cuts, and 98 percent of them
would not be seeing any increase in their in-
come tax.

That’s the right thing to do for our econo-
my. It’s the right thing to do for families like
Tiffany’s and Richard’s. And it’s very impor-
tant that we get this done now, that we don’t
wait. We're in the midst of the Christmas sea-
son; I think the American people are counting
on this getting solved. The closer it gets to the
brink, the more stressed they’re going to be.
Businesses are making decisions right now
about investment and hiring, and if they don’t
have confidence that we can get this thing
done, then they’re going to start pulling back
and we could have a rocky time in our econo-

my over the next several months or even next
year.

So I'm encouraged to see that there’s been
some discussion on the part of Republicans ac-
knowledging the need for additional revenue.
As T've indicated, the only way to get the kind
of revenue for a balanced deficit reduction
plan is to make sure that we’re also modestly
increasing rates for people who can afford it,
folks like me. For folks who are in the top 2
percent, we can afford to have a modest rate
increase. That allows us to not only reduce our
deficit in a balanced, responsible way, it also al-
lows us to make investments in education, in
making college affordable, in putting folks
back to work, and investing in basic research
that’s important for our economy.

And T think we all recognize that there are
some smart cuts we’ve got to make in Govern-
ment. We're going to have to strengthen our
entitlement programs so that they’re there for
future generations. Everybody is going to
have to share in some sacrifice, but it starts
with folks who are in the best position to sac-
rifice, who are in the best position to do a lit-
tle bit more to step up. And that’s what my
plan does.

So just to be clear, I'm not going to sign any
package that somehow prevents the top rate
from going up for folks at the top 2 percent.
But T do remain optimistic that we can get
something done that is good for families like
this one’s and that is good for the American
economy.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. at the
residence of Tiffany and Richard Santana and
her parents Jimmie and Velma Massenburg. In
his remarks, he referred to S. 3412.
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I commend the House and Senate for work-
ing on a bipartisan basis to pass legislation to
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end the application of the Jackson-Vanik
amendment to Russia and Moldova, allowing
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