
Nov. 22 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

1816

Northeast who don’t have that luxury. Many of
them have lost everything to Hurricane Sandy:
homes, possessions, even loved ones. And it
will be a long time before life gets back to nor-
mal for them.

But in the midst of so much tragedy, there
are also glimmers of hope. Over the last few
weeks, we’ve seen FEMA personnel, National
Guard, and first-responders working around
the clock in hard-hit communities. We’ve seen
hospital workers using their lunch breaks to
distribute supplies; families offering up extra
bedrooms; the fire department advertising free
hot showers; buses full of volunteers coming
from hundreds of miles away; neighbors shar-
ing whatever they have—food, water, and elec-
tricity—and saying again and again how lucky
they are to have a roof over their heads. It
would have been easy for these folks to do
nothing, to worry about themselves and leave
the rest to someone else. But that’s not who we
are; that’s not what we do.

As Americans, we are bold, generous, big-
hearted people. When our brothers and sis-

ters are in need, we roll up our sleeves and
get to work, not for the recognition or the re-
ward, but because it’s the right thing to do,
because there but for the grace of God go I,
and because here in America, we rise or fall
together, as one Nation and one people.
That’s something to be grateful for, today and
every day.

So to all the Americans doing your part to
make our world a better place, it is my great
privilege to serve as your President. To all
our servicemembers, it is my honor to be
your Commander in Chief. And from our
family to yours, happy Thanksgiving, every-
body.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:45 p.m. on November 16 in the East
Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 22. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 21, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on November 22.

Statement on the Retirement of Mary L. Schapiro as Chairman of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission
November 26, 2012

I want to express my deep gratitude to Mary
Schapiro for her steadfast leadership at the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission. When
Mary agreed to serve nearly 4 years ago, she
was fully aware of the difficulties facing the
SEC and our economy as a whole. But she ac-
cepted the challenge, and today, the SEC is
stronger and our financial system is safer and

better able to serve the American people,
thanks in large part to Mary’s hard work.

I am also pleased to designate Elisse Wal-
ter as SEC Chairman after Mary’s departure.
I’m confident that Elisse’s years of experience
will serve her well in her new position, and
I’m grateful she has agreed to help lead the
agency.

Statement on the Final Approval of the Settlement in the Cobell Class-Action
Lawsuit on Indian Trust Management
November 26, 2012

I welcome the final approval of the Cobell
settlement agreement, clearing the way for
reconciliation between the trust beneficiaries
and the Federal Government. While Elouise
Cobell, the named plaintiff in this case, is no
longer with us, her legacy will be a renewed

commitment to our trust relationship with
Indian Country. I thank her for her honor-
able work and also want to thank the leaders
at the Departments of the Interior, Justice,
and Treasury who helped reach this conclu-
sion.
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