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Memorandum on the National Insider Threat Policy and Minimum Stan-
dards for Executive Branch Insider Threat Programs
November 21, 2012

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive De-
partments and Agencies

Subject: National Insider Threat Policy and
Minimum Standards for Executive Branch In-
sider Threat Programs

This Presidential Memorandum transmits
the National Insider Threat Policy and Mini-
mum Standards for Executive Branch Insider
Threat Programs (Minimum Standards) to pro-
vide direction and guidance to promote the de-
velopment of effective insider threat programs
within departments and agencies to deter, de-
tect, and mitigate actions by employees who
may represent a threat to national security.
These threats encompass potential espionage,
violent acts against the Government or the Na-
tion, and unauthorized disclosure of classified
information, including the vast amounts of
classified data available on interconnected

United States Government computer networks
and systems.

The Minimum Standards provide depart-
ments and agencies with the minimum ele-
ments necessary to establish effective insider
threat programs. These elements include the
capability to gather, integrate, and centrally
analyze and respond to key threat-related in-
formation; monitor employee use of classi-
fied networks; provide the workforce with
insider threat awareness training; and pro-
tect the civil liberties and privacy of all per-
sonnel.

The resulting insider threat capabilities will
strengthen the protection of classified informa-
tion across the executive branch and reinforce
our defenses against both adversaries and in-
siders who misuse their access and endanger
our national security.

BARACK OBAMA

The President’s Weekly Address
November 22, 2012

On behalf of the Obama family—Michelle,
Malia, Sasha, Bo, and me—I want to wish ev-
eryone a very happy Thanksgiving.

For us, like so many of you, this is a day full
of family and friends, food and football. It’s a
day to fight the overwhelming urge to take a
nap, at least until after dinner. But most of all,
it’s a time to give thanks for each other and for
the incredible bounty we enjoy in this country.

That’s especially important this year. As a na-
tion, we’ve just emerged from a campaign sea-
son that was passionate, noisy, and vital to our
democracy. But it also required us to make
choices. And sometimes those choices led us to
focus on what sets us apart instead of what ties
us together; on what candidate we support in-
stead of what country we all belong to. Thanks-
giving is a chance to put it all in perspective: to

remember that despite our differences, we are,
and always will be, Americans first and foremost.

Today we give thanks for blessings that are
all too rare in this world: the ability to spend
time with the ones we love, to say what we
want, to worship as we please, to know that
there are brave men and women defending our
freedom around the globe, and to look our
children in the eye and to tell them that here in
America, no dream is too big if they’re willing
to work for it. We’re also grateful that this
country has always been home to Americans
who see these blessings not simply as gifts to
enjoy, but as opportunities to give back; Amer-
icans who believe we have a responsibility to
look out for those who are less fortunate, to
pull each other up and move forward together.

Right now, as we prepare to gather around
our dinner tables, there are families in the
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Northeast who don’t have that luxury. Many of
them have lost everything to Hurricane Sandy:
homes, possessions, even loved ones. And it
will be a long time before life gets back to nor-
mal for them.

But in the midst of so much tragedy, there
are also glimmers of hope. Over the last few
weeks, we’ve seen FEMA personnel, National
Guard, and first-responders working around
the clock in hard-hit communities. We’ve seen
hospital workers using their lunch breaks to
distribute supplies; families offering up extra
bedrooms; the fire department advertising free
hot showers; buses full of volunteers coming
from hundreds of miles away; neighbors shar-
ing whatever they have—food, water, and elec-
tricity—and saying again and again how lucky
they are to have a roof over their heads. It
would have been easy for these folks to do
nothing, to worry about themselves and leave
the rest to someone else. But that’s not who we
are; that’s not what we do.

As Americans, we are bold, generous, big-
hearted people. When our brothers and sis-

ters are in need, we roll up our sleeves and
get to work, not for the recognition or the re-
ward, but because it’s the right thing to do,
because there but for the grace of God go I,
and because here in America, we rise or fall
together, as one Nation and one people.
That’s something to be grateful for, today and
every day.

So to all the Americans doing your part to
make our world a better place, it is my great
privilege to serve as your President. To all
our servicemembers, it is my honor to be
your Commander in Chief. And from our
family to yours, happy Thanksgiving, every-
body.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:45 p.m. on November 16 in the East
Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 22. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 21, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on November 22.

Statement on the Retirement of Mary L. Schapiro as Chairman of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission
November 26, 2012

I want to express my deep gratitude to Mary
Schapiro for her steadfast leadership at the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission. When
Mary agreed to serve nearly 4 years ago, she
was fully aware of the difficulties facing the
SEC and our economy as a whole. But she ac-
cepted the challenge, and today, the SEC is
stronger and our financial system is safer and

better able to serve the American people,
thanks in large part to Mary’s hard work.

I am also pleased to designate Elisse Wal-
ter as SEC Chairman after Mary’s departure.
I’m confident that Elisse’s years of experience
will serve her well in her new position, and
I’m grateful she has agreed to help lead the
agency.

Statement on the Final Approval of the Settlement in the Cobell Class-Action
Lawsuit on Indian Trust Management
November 26, 2012

I welcome the final approval of the Cobell
settlement agreement, clearing the way for
reconciliation between the trust beneficiaries
and the Federal Government. While Elouise
Cobell, the named plaintiff in this case, is no
longer with us, her legacy will be a renewed

commitment to our trust relationship with
Indian Country. I thank her for her honor-
able work and also want to thank the leaders
at the Departments of the Interior, Justice,
and Treasury who helped reach this conclu-
sion.
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