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lasts, and it’s legitimate, and when agreements
are finally struck, you know that nobody is be-
ing left out of the conversation. And that’s the
reason for our stability and our prosperity.

And the notion somehow that you can take
shortcuts and avoid democracy, and that that
somehow is going to be the mechanism where-
by you deliver economic growth, I think is abso-
lutely false. I think over time, when you look at
the most prosperous nations on this Earth, they
are the ones in which every individual, every cit-
izen, feels like if they put in the effort, if they’re
working hard, that those efforts bear fruit; that a
government respects them and observes rule of
law and doesn’t take their property without due
process; and they don’t have to pay a bribe to
start a business or get a telephone installed.

And it’s worked for us for over 200 years now,
and I think it’s going to work for Thailand and it’s
going to work for this entire region. And the al-
ternative, I think, is a false hope that, over time, I
think, erodes and collapses under the weight of
people whose aspirations are not being met.

I know you didn’t direct that question to me,
but I just wanted to make sure the Prime Min-
ister didn’t get put on the spot without me hav-
ing something to say about that. All right?

Prime Minister Yinglak. For my answer, I
think I’ll talk about the basics of the economic
growth. I think we still believe that, from my
statements, that democracy will be the funda-
mental. I think this is still valid. But this is the
one way of the basic—of the fundamental, be-

cause as long as you have the stability in the
political, so it will be the stability of economic. 

But anyway, in the economic, we’ll be—
have to understand the cause and the root
cause of the problem in the right way to solve
the problem. And also that, as far as you work
with the—stick with the principle of the finan-
cial, but along the way, you need to balance the
growth of the economy. Because I think still
have any place on the blue ocean so we can—
as long as you fight the right place and the
right time. So the growth, it’s still growing.

So I think that I believe like that. Thank you.
President Obama. Kob khun krab. Thank you.
Prime Minister Yinglak. Kob khun ka.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 7:18 p.m. at the Government House. In his
remarks, the President referred to King Phu-
miphon Adunyadet of Thailand; President
Thein Sein and Member of Parliament and
Leader of the National League for Democracy
Party Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma; Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; and Cha-
okun Suthee Thammanuwat, abbot, Wat Pho
Royal Monastery in Bangkok, Thailand. Re-
porters referred to Joe Gordon, a U.S. citizen
who was released from prison in Thailand on
July 7 after being cleared of antidefamation
charges; and Samantha Power, Senior Director
for Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights,
U.S. National Security Council.
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Prime Minister Yinglak. President Barack
Obama, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Ex-
cellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it gives me a
great pleasure to welcome you to Thailand and
to be the first country to receive you after your
decisive reelection victory. I hope to make the
gala dinner tonight not only a reception for
your visit, but also a celebration for your sec-
ond term in office. I sincerely believe that your
Presidency will be a successful one and will be

fruitful in enhancing the relationship between
our two nations.

I also wish to take this occasion to thank you,
you and your team, in particular Secretary Clin-
ton, for all that she has done to advance Thai-
U.S. relations and U.S. engagement with Asia.
Our partnership is exceptional, not only because
of the deep historical roots, but also because of
strong people-to-people ties based on shared val-
ues of democracy and respect for civil liberties.
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We appreciate your support in bringing de-
mocracy in Thailand back on track. I hope you
continue to do so as Thailand’s democracy still
faces many challenges ahead.

In terms of economic relations, as the Presi-
dent and I have discussed today, we will contin-
ue to build on a strong foundations in expanding
our trade and investment to promote growth
and create jobs. The world is changing fast, and
only through trust, partnership, can we ensure
peace and prosperity for both nations.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, for me
there is no better way to launch a celebration
of our 180th anniversary of relations in 2013
than with this Presidential visit today. May I in-
vite all of you to join me in toast: To the good
health and success of President Barack Obama
and to the long-lasting friendship between the
United States of America and the Kingdom of
Thailand.

Cheers.

[At this point, Prime Minister Yinglak offered a
toast.]

President Obama. Well, good evening, ev-
eryone. Madam Prime Minister, distinguished
guests, and ladies and gentlemen, my visit to
Thailand is far too brief, but even in my short
stay, I’ve already felt the extraordinary warmth
and kindness and hospitality of the people of
Thailand. Everyone knows that this is the Land
of Smiles, and I have felt it everywhere that
I’ve gone.

I’ve also felt the dignity and strength of this
country and its people: the tranquility and
peace that I felt as I had the privilege of walk-
ing around the sacred grounds of Wat Pho and
gazing up at the Reclining Buddha; the com-
passion and wisdom that you felt in the pres-
ence of His Majesty the King, who has devoted
his reign to the welfare and development of his

people. We’ve seen it in the resilience that has
pushed this Nation forward, most recently, in
the face of devastating floods.

And most of all, I think we all feel here to-
night the unique friendship between our peo-
ples. His Majesty once said that since he was
born in America, the United States is “half my
motherland.” And we are just as proud of all the
Thai Americans who enrich our country. In
fact, I was mentioning to His Majesty that my
friend, Ladda Tammy Duckworth, just became
the first Thai American woman ever to be elect-
ed to our Congress, and she’s from my home
State of Illinois, so I’m especially proud of her.

Everything that I’ve felt—your dignity,
your resilience, your friendship, your
warmth—that is the foundation of our alli-
ance. It’s why you were the first Asian nation
to reach out to America after we won our In-
dependence. It’s why in Asia, to this day, we
can say Thailand is our oldest friend. And we
are extraordinarily proud of that friendship,
and we are especially pleased to see the excel-
lent leadership that, Madam Prime Minister,
you are providing as you continue this coun-
try’s path of democracy, freedom, and devel-
opment. 

So I want to propose a toast: To the friend-
ship between our peoples, to the strength of
our alliance, to the peace and prosperity that
we seek, and to Their Majesties the King and
the Queen.

Chai yo!

[President Obama offered a toast.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 p.m. at the
Government House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to King Phumiphon Adunyadet and
Queen Sirikit of Thailand; and U.S. Represen-
tative-elect L. Tammy Duckworth. 
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President Thein Sein. First of all, the entire
people of Myanmar, including myself, join me

in welcoming Your Excellency, Mr. Presi-
dent—the first-ever visit of a U.S. President to
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